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 BIBLE STUDY OUTLINE FOR - COLOSSIANS 

COLOSSIANS  1:1-8


Time 0:00
Overview of Bible Study
Theme: The pre-eminence of Christ. Christ is our All. 

Theme verse Chapter 2:10. States that we are complete in Him, which is the head of all principality and power. In Christ we have the fullness of God and it is poured out into our lives. We don’t need to add anything to this.

The book of Colossians was written by Paul about 62AD, when he was in prison in Rome, around the same time he wrote Ephesians, Philippians, and Philemon.  Four men, who were with Paul in Rome, left unnoticed by the world, and delivered these epistles:

Tychicus, pastor of Ephesus took the epistle to the Ephesians (Eph. 6:21-22)
Epaphroditus took the epistle to the Philippians (Phil 2:25)
Epaphras, former pastor of Colosse, took the epistle to the Colossians (Col. 1:7)
Onesimos, former slave, took the epistle to Philemon (Philemon 10-12)

These four books are companions and are called the anatomy of Christianity. They cover all aspects of Christian life:

Ephesians – The body of believers, with Christ as the Head.
Colossians – Directs us to the Head of the body, Christ.  He is pre-eminent.
Philippians – Church walking down here on this earth – with Christ filling, guiding and leading the believers.
Philemon – Christian action being worked out in a pagan society. We are in this world, but not of it. We are passing through. As we pass through this life, we are to be a light.

Colosse was called the gates to Phrygia, a place where east met west.  It was a fortified city under rule of the Roman military.  There is no defining evidence that Paul visited Colosse, but he resided in Ephesus for three years and traveled extensively in the general area of Phrygia and Cilicia.  (Acts 15:40-41 and Acts 16:1-6)  Paul made a second missionary journey when he went to the same area (Acts 18:23). Colosse, a large city, likely was on his agenda and he may even have established the church there. Certainly, he either directly or indirectly established the church at Colosse. He had strong feelings for these people.

There were many problems in this area.  Jesus referred to the churches in this same area in the letters to the 7 churches in Revelation.  Asia Minor was a great cultural center with Greek philosophy, but also as a border city, a center for the influence of the paganistic religions of the east. The problem that Paul addresses with the Colossians is gnosticism, the first heresy of the Church.  The Essenes, a gnostic cult, were present in Colosse at that time.  The Essenes had three points that defined them:

1.	They had an exclusive spirit.  They were aristocrats in wisdom – from Greek philosophy.  They felt they had all knowledge. We see the same thing today. It is man’s philosophy. They felt they were The People and had knowledge over even the Apostles of God, who by revelation and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit had been given knowledge. One cannot understand God’s word apart from the Spirit of God because it is spiritually discerned.  Man’s reasoning - what is ‘reasonable’. Paul warns of this in Colossians 1:28.
2.	Essenes held speculative tenets on creation. They taught that God didn’t create the universe directly.  They believed that God created a creature, who created a creature, who created a creature, etc. and the universe was finally created.  Christ was the first created being in a long series of creations. This teaching of Essenes is a same teaching used today and some people of today use the same verses that Paul gave to refute this teaching. (Col. 1:15-19).  This is known as pantheistic Greek philosophy.  These very verses some people today try to turn back and use to show Jesus Christ as a creature, instead of Creator.  In verse 15 the word used for’ first-born’ is “prototokos” which means pre-eminent over all of creation.  There is another word for ‘first created’ which is “protoktizo”, an entirely different Greek word. There are some who have changed this meaning.  They have made Jesus a created being in their mis-interpretation of this scripture and have made their own Bible by adding the word “some” where “all” is stated.  But verse 17 clearly shows Jesus Christ as the Creator.
3.	The third point that defined the Essenes was the ethical practice of asceticism and unrestrained lasciviousness. By abstaining from certain things, they would work themselves up to be in the presence of God. Others said “it doesn’t make any difference – we will do as we wish and God will still love us.”  These two teachings are still taught today in Christendom.  Asceticism came from Greek stoicism and unrestrained lasciviousness from influence of Greek epicureanism. Paul refutes both these teachings. Asceticism- Col. 2:16 and Col.2:23.  These are merely a photograph of the real thing.  Lasciviousness- Col.3:5-9. Paul urges them to put off this type of living. 
Paul’s message to these Colossians was that it was only through Jesus Christ that they have their salvation, they can add nothing to it.  Paul was hated because of this message.  Legalizers hated him because he taught pure grace and the finished work of Jesus Christ.

Time 021:48
Colossians 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother,
	A. Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God,  
		1. Paul – 
			a.  He’s the author.  
			b.  Practice was to put sender’s name first.                 	
	         	2. an apostle of Jesus Christ
                        		a.  Paul’s authority.
                         		b.  Called and sent by Jesus Christ.
                 	3. by the will of God
                         		a.  Need to ask ourselves – Are we doing what God has called us to do?
		     	     Are we in the will of God?
                         		b.  Even though Paul was in prison, he knew it was the God’s will that he was 			     there.
	B. and Timotheus our brother 
		1.  Makes a distinction between himself and Timothy who was not an apostle.
                 	2.  He was a worker with Paul.
                 	3.  Calls Timothy, “our brother”.

Time 23:32
Colossians 1:2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
	A. To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse:		 
		1. Saints and faithful brethren – same persons, not two groups.
             		a.  Saint is one who is set apart. Saints are born-again believers.       	
			b.  If you are born-again, it doesn’t depend on your actions, depends on God 
                            	     setting you apart in Christ Jesus.
			c.  Paul calls the Colossians faithful brothers.  
    				(1)  They are at Colosse.
				(2)  But they are in Christ. – This is most important thing	
	B. Grace be unto you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
		1.  We can’t have peace from God without first having the Grace of God.      	
			a.  Peace with God.  We have this through Jesus Christ.
			b.  Peace of God. – Not all have because we are anxious don’t always go to
                            	     Him in prayer and allow Him to give us peace that passes understanding.
		2.  We come to God through Christ – that’s the order set down.

Time 25:32
Colossians 1:3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,
	A. We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,		
1. Paul praying and delighted for their spiritual growth.
			a.  Seeing children of God growing in God’s grace is a wonderful thing.
			b.  When we accept Jesus Christ, it is similar to conception.  Everything we 
                            	     we will be is determined at the split second of our acceptance of Jesus 			    Christ.
			c.  We grow by feasting on the Word, coming together in fellowship and 
                             	     studying His word.
			d.  As we grow, we mature just as a baby grows and matures.		
	B.  praying always for you,
		1.  Paul had an extensive prayer list. 
			a.  Paul lifted up those he loved dearly.
			b.  Prayed for God’s protection and growth.

Time 27:15
Colossians 1:4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints,
	A.  Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus,
		1.  Note that this is past tense. 
		2.  Faith is based on historical facts as well as the Word of God. 2000 years since 
                     	     Jesus came and died for us.
			a.  I Corinthians 15:1-4. Facts of the gospel
				(1)  The gospel-only One.  Preaching any other gospel becomes 					      accursed. Gal 1:8-9.
				(2)  Christ died for our sins.
				(3)  He was buried.
				(4)  God raised Him from the dead according to the Scriptures.
				(5)  Wages of sin must be paid.  We can’t pay for ourselves.
				(6)  Death could not hold Him. We have a living Savior.
		3. Must look back to who He is
			a.  He was God manifest in the flesh.
			b.  He added to His deity the flesh of the virgin birth
			c.  He shed God’s blood on the cross of Calvary to redeem you and me that 
                           	     we might have eternal life.					
	B.  and of the love which ye have to all the saints,
		1. This is written in the present tense.  This is the life we are living now.
			a.  We come to Christ because of who He is and what He has done for us.
			b.  Must live in the present in love because of what He has done for us. 
                            I John 4:7-13, 17-21.
				(1) Love one another. Love is of God.
                 			(2) God first loved us and sent His son to be a propitiation for us.
				(3) This is a commandment.
   			  	(4) His love can flow thru us to those who are not lovable.
				(5) No word to show godly love until Jesus died on the cross. Agape 
			     love.			
					 

Time 34:05
Colossians 1:5 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel;
	A.  For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven,		
1.  This is the future, hope laid up for us.  
2.  Positions we will have in heaven are in Christ Jesus.  Rom. 8:16
	a.  We are the children of God – present state.
	b.  Heirs of God – future state.
	c.  Joint heirs with Christ.
		(1)  Col. 1:15 and 16.  All things created by and for Him.
		(2)  He has all things.  All things held together by Him.
		(3)  Because it’s His, it’s also ours.
3. We have a hope that we will not only inherit eternal life, but also eternity itself.
	a.  Our minds cannot comprehend what’s on the other side of the stars
                  and what’s on the other side of that.  
	b.  Positions we will have in eternity in the universe and the galaxies as 
                  born-again believers will depend upon how we set ourselves apart in His 
                  service.
(1)   God keeps perfect records.
(2)   A cup of cold water will not lose its reward.
(3)   Will be based on the fruits of the Spirit. I Cor. 13:13
(4)   Fruit of the Sprit based on faith, hope & love. But the greatest is love – love continues forever into eternity.
	B.  whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel;
		1.  True – not something that Paul made up.
		2.  It is God’s word.  We can know.		

Time 037:44
Colossians 1:6 Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:
	A. Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world;		 
		1.  Did Paul mean the whole world?  Yes, gospel had gone out to all parts of the
                    	     Roman empire by this time- 62AD.
		2.  Gospel was available to them (Colossians) because it had spread.		
B. and bringeth forth fruit, 
	1.   When the word goes out it will produce fruit.
	2.   As born-again believers, we must produce fruit. Nothing in Scriptures about a 
                  fruitless child of God.	
C. as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:
1.  The Colossians were producing fruit.
2.  Pure gospel of grace.
	
Time 38:55
Colossians 1:7 As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowservant, who is for you a faithful minister of Christ;
A.	As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowservant, who is for you a faithful minister of Christ;
		1.  Brief biography of Epaphras.  Called:
		    	(1)  Dear fellow servant
			(2)  Faithful minister of Christ
		2.  No jealousy on Paul’s part.  No animosity. Today’s ministers must learn from this. 		     There is jealousy among pastors today and this should not be. World doesn’t want 		     to see this.

Time 39:41
Colossians 1:8 Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.
	A. Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.
		1.  Heard and knew.  Spirit made it real to them.
		2.  Learned from pastor 
		3.  He declared and they began to declare.
			(1)  Tell someone what you know, if only John 3:16.
			(2)  Share testimony.	
End: 41:47


		
			


	 




