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 BIBLE STUDY OUTLINE FOR - COLOSSIANS 

COLOSSIANS  1:15-19


Time 0:00
Review of Previous Study
In the last study, Paul gave thanks for five things:  (v.12-14)
1. God has made us fit to be partakers of inheritance of the saints in light. 
2. God has delivered us from the power of darkness 
3. God has translated us into the Kingdom of His Son
4. We have redemption through His blood 
5. We have forgiveness of sins 

Overview of Bible Study
Many people know Jesus as Savior, but how many of us really know Him and have a real, personal everyday walk.  So many people want Him as Savior and then want Him to be off somewhere and not bother them in their everyday walk, having Him not knowing where they are or what they are doing, really not wanting to have Him close by until they need Him.  The rest of the time they may be embarrassed to have Him with them.  That is not the way that it should be.  We should know Him not only as Savior, but we should know Him and know Him a little better every day as we walk through this life.

Now Paul begins at verse 15-19 to show us the person of Christ in all of His deity.  This is the person we should get to know better every day as we live with Him and go through this life preparing for that day when He comes to receive us unto Himself and we reign with Him in eternity.

There were problems in Colosse, not necessarily in that church, but in the philosophy of that day.  As we saw before, gnosticism was one of the real problems that were in Colosse.  It was a “sophisticated” city and these people thought they were too smart for God.  They felt they knew more than God. They had a corner on intelligence they thought.  In this group there were those called Aryans. They followed after a man called Aryas from Alexandria.  His philosophy was that the Lord Jesus Christ was a creature-- a created being.  Of course, the Council of Nicea in AD325 answered this heresy saying that Jesus was very man of very man and He was also very God of very God.

There are those today who see only the humanity of Christ - they only take those verses that show His humanity.  There are others that only look to His deity – they only take those verses that show His deity.  There are those who say that He was a mystery -  He wasn’t really a person. He didn’t really come in the flesh – He only appeared to be in the flesh.  But He was greater than any flesh and certainly He did take on the flesh.  ?????? propagates the heresy that Jesus was not God and mankind didn’t need a Savior from sin.  He taught that we were not totally depraved and today this is the basis of Unitarianism and some of the cults, including Jehovah’s Witnesses.  They think that Christ was a creature – they regard Him as Michael the Archangel and teach He only came and died to nullify the sin of Adam, but they must be saved through the organization and their works.  There are many today who hold similar thoughts to this, even in Christendom itself.  The humanist today says “You are God. You don’t need a God; you don’t need to be saved because you have divinity within yourself”.  All of these are false religions. We need to understand that there are heresies and we can basically list them as a deviation from three truths:

1.  God is the center of all righteousness.
2.  God is the source of righteousness.
3.  God is the stream of righteousness that overflows into the hearts and lives of the believers.

If we have an understanding of these three headings, we’ll have an understanding of the gospel.  If we don’t have an understanding of this, we’ll never have an understanding of the gospel.

1.  The departure from the truth that God is all righteousness. This includes those who believe 
    that because God is Love, His righteousness will take a second place and that therefore there 
    can be no eternal punishment--no final dealing with sin.  This includes all of the distortions
    of the idea of God found in the myths of the heathen world, which teach appeasing their 
    various gods.

2.  The departure from the truth that God must demand righteous of all of his creation, 
    including all of the heresies that proclaim that men can reach heaven without the sacrifice of 
    Christ.  Believing that surely God will let men get by His judgment on some lower scale
    such as human good works.  This includes salvation by character, salvation through rites
    and ceremonies, through church membership, through ordinances or sacraments.  How 
    many funerals do we see when someone is lying in a casket people say - He or she must be in 
    heaven because he was a good husband or she was a good wife, or honest in business or 
    some other reason of character, rather than by the blood of Jesus Christ. Only God knows 
    the heart of anyone.    

3.  The departure from the truth that God provides righteousness to every person through Jesus
    Christ to all who accept Him and come under His blood.  This includes those who believe
    that Jesus is merely a man and therefore incapable of providing a substitutionary atonement
    for sinners. They don’t believe that He was God.  If He were only a man He could not 
    provide an atonement for sinners because he would have to atone for His own sin.  But if He 
    is who the Bible declares that He is, the only begotten Son of God who took on the flesh and 
    came to earth, which Paul speaks of in Colossians, and His deity was never laid aside – only
    His glory and He came and added to that deity His flesh for the purpose of dying for our 
    sins. 

    Others have also departed from the truth in another direction by believing that although 
    Christ is God, salvation and righteousness are provided partly by the Savior and partly by
    the cooperation of the individual.  There are many in Christendom today who say “Yes 
    Jesus is salvation; you can be saved through His blood, but you must keep yourself from sin,
    because you can lose your salvation”. In other words, the work that Jesus has done is not 
    complete, or not enough.  We can’t save ourselves and we can’t keep ourselves saved.

True Christianity is the unswerving avoidance of any and all of these pitfalls.

The apostle Paul begins to show here who Jesus is and looks to Jesus Christ the person, the one who redeems us by His blood.  He begins by answering some of the charges of man that Jesus was something else.  There are nine marks of identification of Christ which make Him different from and superior to all creation.  

Time 09:03
Colossians 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:

	A.  Who is the image of the invisible God, - The first identifier.
		1.  How can one have an image of something that is invisible? 
			a.  Christ shows forth God.  
			b.  John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word (Logos), was with God and was God				        (1)   One can go back as far in time as one wishes, Logos was always
				      there.
				(2)   Genesis 1:1 says “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the
				      earth – this was beginning of creation, but one can go back even 
                              	      further, for there is no time element - to a time without time.
			c.   John 1:14.  The Word was flesh and dwelt among us and we beheld His glory
                    	     as of the only begotten Son of the Father, full of grace and truth.
				(1)   John 1:18 says that no man has seen God at any time. The only 
                              	      begotten Son of the Father has declared Him. Jesus has revealed
				      God to man.  
(2)   If you want to know about God, you must come to Jesus Christ. If you
      want to know about Jesus Christ, you must look into the Word of God 
		2.   Some say that we are created in the image of God, so we are going to become gods or 
		     we are gods.  This is not what the Bible says:
			a.   Genesis 1:26 and 27:  God said, let us make man in our image after our 
                       	     likeness and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the cattle
                    	     and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 
                    	     earth.  So God created man in His own image, male and female, created He
     them.  
				(1)   This is physical representation of the attributes of God placed in man –
				      the wisdom, goodness, power, ability to create things – God gave this
				      ability to man.
				(2)   We create things out of things that God placed here for us to use.
					(a)   Man never created anything out of nothing as God did in the 
					      beginning.
					(b)   In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth out of
					      nothing.
			b.   Genesis 5:1-3. Generations of Adam.  
				(1)   Christ is the image of the invisible God
				(2)   Man was created in the likeness of God.  He created male and female 
				      and blessed them.
					(a)   Adam lived 130 years and begot a son in his own likeness 
					      and after his own image and called him Seth.      
					(b)   What was Seth’s image?  Adam had fallen.  Seth’s image 
    					      was that of a fallen creature.
					(c)   You and I are born, not in image of God, but of Adam, although 
                                               we are a triune being, just as God is a triune being.
			c.   We are in the image of Adam until we come to the Lord Jesus Christ.  
				(1)   Romans 8:29 says we are predestined to be in the image of His dear 
				      Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.
				(2)   So through Christ we are brought back into the image to reflect as
				      Christians, washed in the blood of Jesus to reflect the Lord Jesus 
				      Christ to the world.			    
				
	B.  the firstborn of every creature
		1.   The second mark of Christ’s identification shows He has priority over all creatures.	
			a.   Reveals his relationship and position in the Trinity. 
			b.   His eternal being. 
			c.   God is the everlasting Father and the Son is the everlasting Son.
		2.  Who He really is -
			a.   Luke 1:35. Angel said to Mary that Holy Spirit would come upon her and power 
			     of Highest would overshadow her; therefore, holy thing born of her would be
			     called the Son of God.
			b.   Matthew 16:16.  When Simon Peter answered Jesus’ question “Who do you 
			     think that I am?”, he gave the truth that the Church is built on – “Thou art the
                   	     Christ, the Son of the living God.”
			c.   God Himself verified this when John baptized Jesus.  God spoke from heaven,
			     “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well-pleased.”
			d.   On Mount of Transfiguration, God said:  “This is my beloved Son in Whom I 
			     am well-pleased – Hear ye Him!” (Matt. 17:5)
			e.   Isaiah 9:6: For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given.  
				(1)   The Son has always been.
				(2)   He took on flesh, entered into this world for the purpose of giving His
				      life on the cross of Calvary. 
				(3)   He came out of eternity, took upon Himself humanity.
					(a)   Philippians 2:5-8 Being in the form of God, Jesus thought it not 
                                       	      robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no 
 					      reputation and took the form of servant, was made in likeness 
                  			      of men, humbled Himself and became obedient to death.
		 			(b)   Jesus Christ did not lay aside His deity when he put on flesh. 
					      He added to His deity the flesh.  You cannot take away deity.
					(c)   He did, however, lay aside His glory, but has now received
                                       	      that glory back. This is what this passage in Philippians is 
                                      	      talking about – the laying aside of His glory.
		3.   In Colossians, Paul is speaking about the fullness of that glory and the resurrected, 
		     living Savior.  Again, referencing John 1:1-3
			a.   The Word was with God and Word was God.  All things were made by Him and 
			     without Him not anything was made that was made.
				(1)   There is a teaching today called Demiruge that says that God created a 
				      creature, who created a creature, who created a creature, and so forth
				      on down the line.  According to this teaching, Jesus was a creature in 
                              	      this line.
				(2)   One cult has taken “all things” from v.3 and replaced it with “other”.
				      This is what makes Jesus a creature in their teachings.
				(3)   Jehovah’s Witnesses say He is Michael the Archangel, the first 
                              	      creation. This is very clearly answered in Hebrews 1:3.  The Son, who
				      being the brightness of His glory, and the express image of His person,
				      and upholding all things by the word of his power, when He had purged 
                               	      our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.
		4.   The very nature of God is stamped in Jesus Christ.  Hebrews 1:7 and 8
			a.   Angels are “made” spirits and ministers a flame of fire.
			b.   But to the Son He saith, “Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever a scepter of
			     righteousness of Thy kingdom.
				(1)   God knows who Christ is.
				(2)   Note that He calls His Son God.
			c.   Book of Hebrews was written to tell Hebrews to stop acting like Hebrews and to 
			     begin acting like Christians and to recognize Who Jesus is.
				(1)   Paul says He is superior and above all creation.
				(2)   He is greater than the angels
				(3)   He is greater than the sacrifice
				(4)   He is greater than the Law
				(5)   He is greater than the Aaronic priesthood.
				(6)   He is greater than the Sabbath.  
				(7)   He is preeminent over all things.
		5.  Paul is answering some of these gnostics and the false teachings and heresies that
		    were creeping into Colosse.  
			a.  In second chapter will see five heresies that cover all of the false religions in
			    Christendom today.
			b.  Mainly he is showing that Jesus is preeminent over everything that was created.


Time 20:38
Colossians 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:

	A.   For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth,		
1.   The third identifier of Christ – All things were created by Him. 
	a.   There is only the created and the Creator.	 
			b.   We are the creatures, He is the Creator.
				
	B.   visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers:
1.   Two kinds of creation:
			a.   Visible – that which we can see with our natural eye.
			b.   Invisible – that which is spiritual which we can’t see.
			c.   He created it all.
		2.   Different graduations of rank in both the visible and invisible.
			a.   Thrones
			b.   Dominions or principalities or powers.
				(1)   Ephesians 6:12.  Paul talks about the same thing.
				(2)   We wrestle not just with flesh and blood, things we can see,
				      but against principalities, powers, against the rulers of darkness.
				(3)   Spiritual wickedness in high places. Those things that are invisible.
			c.   For those things invisible, we must take on the whole armor of God so we 
			     we can stand.  
				(1)   It is Jesus Christ, the living word.
				(2)   It is the written word.		 

	C.   all things were created by Him and for Him		
1.   We see that He is the firstborn; He is the One that created all things.
			a.   Word “firstborn” shows He has priority of position, rather than of origin.
				(1)   If He were a creature and the first-created, Greek word “protoctistos”
				      would be used.
				(2)   The word used here is “prototokos”, which means that He has that
				      priority of position.
			b.   Psalm 89:27, it was declared very clearly about this priority:  “Also I will make
			     Him my firstborn higher than the kings of the earth”
			c.   Genesis 41:51 and 52: speaking about Manasseh and Ephraim. v.51 God said
that Manasseh was the firstborn; v.52, Ephraim was the second.  However, in 
     Jeremiah 31:9, it says “I am the father of Israel and Ephraim is my firstborn.”
			     So Ephraim has priority over Manasseh. Shows priority of position over origin.
	
		2.   He created all things, but not only that – all things were created for Him.
			a.   This is the fourth identifier of Christ.
			b.   This about the Savior, who came down from heaven and shed His blood to
			     to redeem you and me.  All  things were created for Him.
				(1)   Since we are joint-heirs, they were created for us too.
				(2)   Ephesians 4:32.  …forgiving one another even as God, for Christ’s 
				      sake, has forgiven you.
				(3)   We have a purpose and a part only because we have come through 
				      the Lord Jesus Christ.  For His sake, we are joint-heirs.
		3.   Romans 1:18-23.  There were those in Colosse who were suppressing the truth that 
                     God gave concerning His Son.  
			a.   Wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
                       	     unrighteousness of man who hold the truth in unrighteousness. 
				(1)   “Hold” means to suppress.
			b.   What can be known of God is manifest to them; for God has shown it to them.
			c.   Invisible things of Him in the creation are clearly seen by those things that are
     made:   
				(1)   His eternal power and god-head, so that they are without excuse.
				(2)   Psalm 19, the first Bible God placed for man to understand was in His 
				      creation.
				(3)   In the heavens. Man could look up before the tower of Babel and see in 
                                      the heavens the whole plan of God: the gospel, the finished work of 
                                      Jesus Christ, the promise given in Genesis 3:15 which were revealed in
                                      the creation.
				(4)   These things pointed to Jesus Christ.
d.   When they knew God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful but
     became vain in their imaginations and their foolish hearts were darkened.
     Professing themselves to be wise, they became foolish.  (Romans 1:21 & 22)
		(1)   This is reversionism - When a person sees or hears the gospel of
      Jesus Christ, but turns back from it, and goes into darkness, then 
      darkness becomes light.
			(a)   This is reason one can become caught up in cults and such.
			(b)   They change the glory of the incorruptible God into an image
 			      made like to corruptible man and birds and four-footed beasts 
                              and creeping things. (Romans 1:23)
		(2)   When we consider all that Jesus has done for us and that they could
		      turn around.  Before the Tower of Bable, Abraham lived.
4.   Abraham, however, saw in the heavens what God has done and realized God was the
     Creator.
	a.   He recognized Him as a holy God.
	b.   He realized he was a sinner.
	c.   God accounted that to him as faith.
	d.   God began to deal, not with all of mankind, but one language, one man and out
  	     of that He brought a blessing into the world – the Lord Jesus Christ came but He
  	     dealt through the Age of the Promise and Law with one group people.
5.   After He came, Jesus reversed what happened at Babel on the day of Pentecost, when 
     the tongues of fire came down and every language that was known was spoken and 
     heard in their own language.
			a.   Now the gospel is open to whosoever will.
			b.   We have the privilege of living in this time.
			b.   All things created by and all things created for Him.  Everything is pointing to 
			     Christ.

Time 29:05
Colossians 1:17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

	A.   And he is before all things, 
		1.   This is the fifth identifier of Christ.  All the fullness dwells not only in the incarnate Christ, 
               	     but also in pre-incarnate Christ.
			a.   He is God.
				(1)   He has always been God.
				(2)   He took on the flesh. 				
		2.   He, now seated in the heavenlies, is our mediator with God.
			a.   He had the nature of God
			b.   He took on the nature of man.
			c.   Only then could He be a mediator between God and man.
		3.   In Him dwelleth all the fullness of the god-head bodily.  Colossians 2:9
		
	B.   and by him all things consist.
		1.   This is sixth identifier, and is quite a statement.
			a.   He holds together and maintains everything.
			b.   All things are directed by Him.  
		2.   Man and the atom.
			a.   Man took the little atom, which he could not see, but knew was there, and that 
                      	     he knew to be the building block of all creation.
			b.   Think of all of the atoms in the universe, knowing that Jesus holds them all	
		             together.	
			c.   Man decided to split an atom; to un-do what God had done and that had been 
                       	     held together through Jesus Christ.
				(1)   Result was that the force of that atom being split devastated cities in 
			    	      Japan.
				(2)   Today we have even greater force.
		3.   Imagine the power that Jesus holds.  All He had to do was speak this into being.
			a.   He directs all this.
			b.   Some people think that when they die, they will cremated and the ashes thrown
			     over the ocean, to avoid God’s judgment.
				(1)   They think that God will never be able to gather all that back up and put 
  				      it back together. 
				(2)   All He has to do is to speak on that day and all will be raised up.
				(3)   Bible says that the seas will give up the souls of those that are in them, 
				      graves will give up the dead and hell will give up souls in there.  
				(4)   They will be raised up and will be standing at the great white throne
				      judgment.  
			c.   Jesus, in all purity and righteousness, has been given all authority & judgment.
				(1)   He will judge every sin committed in unbelief.
			d.   Jesus maintains and directs and holds everything together.  

Time 31:58
Colossians 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

	A.   And he is the head of the body, the church: 
		1.   This is the key to the book of Colossians – the seventh identifier. 
		2.   Of the four prison epistles,  (Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians & Philemon)
			a.   Ephesians speaks about the body of believers
			b.   Colossians directs us to the head of the body, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
			
	B.   who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead;
		1.   As the firstborn, He has a glorified body, raised from the dead.
		2.   We will have a body like unto His glorious body, as the Bible says.
			a.   We don’t know what the body will be like.
			b.   We know that it will be a body that is not restricted in any way.
			c.   A body that go from here to heaven and back again in just a moment.
			d.   A body that can be touched and handled.
			e.   A body that can eat
		3.   His body will carry the wounds forever – the only man-made thing in heaven.
			a.   This is what makes the difference between a resurrected body and a 
 			     reincarnated body.
			b.   When the anti-Christ comes on the scene, he will not bear those wounds and
			     will claim he is the reincarnated Christ.
		4.   In this we see that he is the firstborn from the dead.  Psalms 2:7 Lord has said: “Thou
		     art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.”  The risen redeemer.
		5.   Acts13:32 & 33. Promise made unto the fathers, God has fulfilled the same unto us
		     their children, in that He has raised up Jesus as it is also written in the second Psalm.
			a.   He has always been the Son.
			b.   He was begotten from the dead when He was resurrected.
c.   We are sons of God, but He is the only eternal Son of God.     	      

	C.   that in all things he might have the preeminence.
		1.   The final purpose of God’s work.
		2.   In all things Christ will have preeminence.  Philippians 2:9 and 11
			a.   God has exalted Him because He died the death of the cross.
			b.   God has given Him a name which is above every name.
			c.   At the name of Jesus, every knee should bow, of things in heaven and things 
			     in earth and things under the earth and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ
			     is Lord to the glory of the God the Father.
		3.   Now is the acceptable time, but ultimately every tongue will confess the Lordship of the
     Lord Jesus Christ.

Time 36:13
Colossians 1:19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fullness dwell;

	A.    For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fullness dwell;
		1.   The word “dwell” means tabernacle.
			a.   In Philippians, Christ emptied Himself, of His glory, not His deity.
			b.   He became a servant unto death.
		2.   In Colossians, the word “fullness” is “pleroma”, the fullness of God dwelling in Him.
		3.   II Corinthians 5:19 “To wit that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself, 
		     not imputing their trespasses to them and has committed unto us the word of
		     reconciliation.”
			a.   In this we see the work of Christ and what He has done and the work that He			     has given to you and me to share that good news with others.
			b.   He came as Emanuel – God with us.
		4.   Ephesians 2:4-7. God who is rich in mercy, for His great love with which He loved us
		     even when we were dead in sin has made us alive together with Christ.  By grace
		     you are saved.
			a.   It was God’s love that motivated His mercy and brought His grace.
			b.   This is how we are saved.
			c.   And has raised us up together and made us sit together in heavenly places
			     in Christ Jesus.
			d.   That’s our position eternally.  That in the ages to come He might show the
			     exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ
			     Jesus.  For by grace are ye saved thru faith, not of ourselves; it is a gift of
			     God.
		5.   There are those who believe that if you have enough faith, that’s all you need.  What
		     they are saying is that they have faith in faith.  
a.   There is no such thing written in God’s as saving faith.
b.   Faith must have an object and that object is the Lord Jesus Christ.
c.   We must put our faith in God’s grace and God’s grace is Christ.
d.   We must place our faith in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ – there’s no
     such thing as faith in faith.
	(1)   Putting faith in faith puts it right back on us. 
	(2)   Saving faith can be anything.
	(3)   It presumes that if we don’t have enough faith, it won’t work.
		6.   Ask yourself – Do you know Him a little bit better today than yesterday?  Do you see 
		     Who He really is and what He’s done for you?  
			a.   He is our Savior and that’s a wonderful thing, but how great a Savior He is!
			b.   The Creator of all things – that’s the One that came and died for us.
			c.   Must put our faith in Him; must surrender to Him.
Time 40:17  End
			 
	




