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 BIBLE STUDY OUTLINE FOR - COLOSSIANS 

COLOSSIANS  1:20-29


Time 0:00
Review of Previous Study
As we have been looking at this book of Colossians, the epistle that Paul wrote to them, we see that the theme of this book is that Christ is all and in all.

We saw that He is preeminent over all things.
We saw Him as the Redeemer in verses 13 and 14.
We saw Him as the Creator of all things in verses 15-19.
In verse 18 we saw that He is the Head of the body of the church.  This is the key verse.

We know that the problem in Colosse was the Gnostics, who thought that they had all wisdom and they didn’t need God.  There were those that said that Jesus was not God.  There were those that said “Yes, He was God, but He was some kind of a mystic; He didn’t really exist in a body”. Paul answers all of these charges of the Gnostics as he writes to the Colossians.  We see in all that He was God.  He created all things – He was not a creature, but He was God himself, and all things consist and all things are held together by His power.

Overview of Bible Study
Beginning in verse 20, we see the objective work of Christ for us- what Christ has done for us.  I pray that the Spirit will open up our hearts and minds to understand what He has truly done for us and to understand that it was God manifested in the flesh that did this.

Time 01:41
Colossians 1:20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.

	A.  And, having made peace through the blood of his cross,
		1.   The flesh that had been in conflict and rebellion with God, God took on.
		2.   He came to this earth to make peace through the blood, the sacrifice of the Cross of 
                             Calvary.
			a.   Romans 5:1-2.  Being justified by faith we have peace with God through our 
                     	                 Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace in 
			     which we stand, and rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.
			b.   Romans 5:6.  For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died
			     for the ungodly.
				(1)   No way could we reach God in ourselves.
				(2)   We were in rebellion – we had refused God – we had turned from God.
				(3)   Adam had chosen to be in rebellion and were are born in that same
				      rebellion.
				(4)   We were without God before Christ came and died for the ungodly.
			c.   Romans 5:8. God commended His love towards us in that while we were yet
			     sinners Christ died for us.
				(1)   It doesn’t say we got better.
				(2)   It doesn’t say we worked our way to God.
				(3)   It doesn’t say that God owed us anything.
				(4)   It says that Christ came, took our place and died for us.
			d.   Romans 5:9.  Much more then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be
			     saved from the wrath through Him.
			e.   Romans 5:10.  For, if when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by
			     the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His
			     life.
				(1)   Not only were we without strength,
				(2)   Not only were we godless,
				(3)   Not only were we sinners,
				(4)   We were enemies with God.
				(5)   But, we were reconciled with God by the death of His Son.
	B.  by Him to reconcile all things to Himself; by Him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things
	    in heaven.
		1.  It is God’s work – to reconcile all things in earth, or in heaven; by Him (Christ).
			a.   Note it doesn’t say “things under the earth”- only things in earth or in heaven.
				(1)   God cannot be reconciled with things in hell.  The time is gone when
				      they can be reconciled.
				(2)   It is in this life that we have the opportunity to receive the gift of
				      eternal life in Christ Jesus, or reject it.
		2.   All along God has dealt with man through His grace.
			a.   Thru the different dispensations, He has dealt with men’s sins in different ways.
			b.   But, praise God, we are in the dispensation of grace.  He is dealing with us thru
			     unmerited favor.
		3.   There are those who say that everyone will be saved eventually, but the Bible does not
		     teach that.
			a.   Philippians  2:10.  At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
			     heaven, and things in earth and things under the earth and that every tongue
			     should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
				(1)   All will not confess Him as Savior, but all will confess His Lordship.
				(2)   All that have been lost, all those who rejected Him as Savior will
				      some day confess His Lordship.
				(3)   These people will not be part of the reconciling work of Christ because
				      they have refused God in this work.
		4.   Reconciliation is God’s work of love, carried out by Jesus Christ and revealed towards 
		     man and mankind who had grievously sinned against the Holy God.
			a.   Jesus came to purchase our redemption by taking a body, a body of
			     humiliation, to die to pay for our sin debts – not His, but ours.  
(1)   He knew no sin.
(2)   He took that which had rebelled against God upon Himself (the flesh)
      and came to pay the wages of sin which is death.
			b.   Reconciliation is God’s work toward man, and redemption is man’s work toward
			     God, although there is no work in it.  It is receiving God’s gift, the Lord Jesus
			     Christ, for the payment of our sins.
			c.   The word “reconcile” means to change thoroughly.  Repentance is within
			     reconciliation.  It means to have a change of mind – to stop from the way one 
			     is going and turn to God.  We must repent towards God.
		5.   There are two distinct reconciliations:
			a.   The first is the reconciliation accomplished at Calvary.  The Bible says that God
			     was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.
				(1)   God was not changed.  It wasn’t a matter of His changing and 
			 	      beginning to love the world; He had always loved the world.  The 
                            	      world had continued in sinful rebellion against God.
				(2)   By the death of Christ, the relationship between God and the world was
				      changed.  The barrier, because of sin, was taken out of the way 
				      judicially.
				(3)   Now God could work in a new way and it enabled Him to show His 
     				      mercy where judgment had previously been deserved.  Grace is
				      unmerited favor.  He gives us that which we don’t deserve.  He
				      shows us His mercy.
				(4)   This reconciliation was the work of God alone; man did not reach out 
				      or cry out to God.  It is God who reaches down to man.
					(a)   Man mistakenly tries to reach God through his own works.
					(b)   We must come to the place where we realize there is nothing
					      good in us.  We have nothing in us that God could desire.
					(c)   All have come short of the glory of God.  The only glory we
					      can have before God is in Christ Jesus.
			b.   The second reconciliation is that wrought by God in the sinner himself, in each
			     individual.
				(1)   The sinner becomes changed in his rebellious attitude towards God 
				      so he is persuaded to receive the reconciliation already accomplished
				      through Christ at the Cross of Calvary.
				(2)   II Corinthians 5:18-20.  All things are of God who has reconciled us to
				      Himself by Jesus Christ and has given to us the ministry of 
 				      reconciliation; to wit that God was in Christ reconciling the world unto
				      Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and has committed
				      unto us the word reconciliation.  Now then, we are ambassadors for
				      for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us, we beg you in 
 				      Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.
				(3)   Thus in this reconciliation, Christians have a responsibility.   He sends 
				      us into the world to:
					(a)   be an ambassador for Christ,
					(b)   to bear the message of reconciliation committed to us,
					(c)   to beseech men to be reconciled to God
					(d)   Since we are now positionally in Christ Jesus, seated in Him in
					      the heavenlies, but are in the world still, we are aliens in this
					      world, we serve as ambassadors with a message:  Be ye 
					      reconciled to God. The only way of reconciliation is thru the
					      Lord Jesus Christ.  No man comes to the Father, but by Him.
					      He gave His life to pay the wages of sin.  The wages of sin is 
  					      death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ,
					      our Lord.  This is the message we have to share.
					(e)   So long as there is an ambassador in a country, it shows there 
					      is a friendly relationship between the countries.  When an
ambassador is called home, there is a break in the relationship and war ensues after that.
(f)    As long as the Church, the born-again believers, the Body of  
      Christ is in this world, the reconciling work will go on.  Thus, 
      there is a friendly relationship between God and man in this 
      world.
					(g)   One day, however, the ambassadors will be called home. After
					      that there will be a period of tribulations here on earth.  We
					      still have time, but no one knows how long that will be; we may
					      be right at the point where these things are coming together in
					      the world.
		6.   There must be a prepared people for heaven.
			a.   We cannot stand in the presence of God within ourselves.  
b.   There has to be a reconciling work of God to prepare us through the blood of 
     Jesus to stand in the presence of a Holy God.
		7.   But also, heaven has to be prepared for us.
			a.   John 14:2 and 3.  Jesus said:  In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it  were not so 
			     I would have told you; I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go, I
                     	     will come again and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be
                             also.	
			b.   We are seen as the bride of Christ and He’s giving a picture of the wedding feast
			     and the eternal abode that we will have with Him and how He is preparing that.
			c.   As is the custom, in the time of Jesus and even today, a father would call out a 
			     bride for his son.
				(1)   The bride would prepare herself for the wedding, and in the meantime,
				      the son would go and prepare a home for his bride.
				(2)   When the home was prepared and the bride was prepared, the
				      bridegroom would come and take his bride to the father’s house, 
				      where they would have six days of celebration and on the seventh
				      day there would be the wedding feast.
				(3)   And after the wedding feast, the bridegroom would take his bride on a
				      honeymoon.  
				(4)   After the honeymoon, he would take his wife to the home that he had
				      prepared for her.
			d.   That’s exactly what we see in the word of God.
				(1)   God, the Father is calling a bride out by the faithful servant, the Holy
				      Spirit, for His Son, Jesus Christ.
				(2)   In the book of Genesis, Abraham sent the faithful servant into the land
				      to call out a bride for Isaac.
					(a)   The servant asked, “If the bride will not come, will the son go
					      again into the land” and Abraham said “no”.
					(b)   If a person refuses to be the bride of Christ, Jesus is not going
					      to come back and die again.
					(c)   Now is the time for that opportunity.
			e.   Whenever Christ comes and takes us to His Father’s house, we will have the
			     marriage feast there.
(1)   Then He will take us on a honeymoon for 1000 years on this earth as
			     	      He reigns on the throne of David.  
(2)   At the end of that time the New Jerusalem comes down adorned for the
      Bride and that will be our eternal abode.
			f.   In Revelation, it says that the bride is readying herself for this.  How?
				(1)   By giving out the gospel.  By sharing it with others.
				(2)   By filling up the body.
					(a)   We don’t know how many it will take to fill up the Body, but
 	      God knows.
	(b)   When that last person comes into the Body of Christ, the 
	      Rapture will take place.  Jesus will come back for the Bride.
			g.   As excited as we are to be with the Lord, He is more excited than we are.
				(1)   He wants the bride to be in His presence.
				(2)   He wants to bring in that time of peace, that time of eternity.
				(3)   He wants to judge sin.
				(4)   He wants to judge the devil and the demons and all that have rebelled
				      against Him.  We’re caught up in a warfare.
			h.   Hebrews 9:23 and 24.  Referring back to the tabernacle, all the types and 
			     shadows of Christ were revealed.  I says here: “It was therefore necessary that 
     the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these (the blood of 
     sacrifices);  but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than 
     these. For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands; which are
     the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 
     God for us.
	(1)   Pattern of things was the tabernacle, patterned after the true, which is
	      in the heavens.				
				(2)   Jesus is the Ark of the Covenant.  He is the true; He is in heaven; 
				      He is seated at the right hand of the Father.
				(3)   We have sanctification through the blood of Jesus Christ.	
8.   There was only one way to go into the Holy of Holies and that was by the blood.
			a.   Hebrews 10:19-22.  Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the 
			     holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which He hath
			     consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh; And having an
			     high priest over the house of God; let us draw near with a true heart in full 
			     assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and
			     our bodies washed with pure water.
				(1)   What a beautiful picture!  When Jesus ended His work in the flesh
				      here upon the earth on the Cross of Calvary and cried out “It is
				      finished!”, something happened.  That veil between the Holy place
				      and the Holy of Holies was rent from top to bottom.
				(2)   We can’t really understand what took place there and the power it
				      took to make that happen and the supernatural happening of it, until
				      we understand what it represented.
					(a)   It represented the human side of Jesus Christ, the flesh; He
					      was torn – that spear went into His side and the blood and
					      water came out.
					(b)   Out of His side is formed the Bride, just as when God took a
					      rib out of Adam’s side and formed a bride for him.
				(3)   That veil of the temple was 4-5” thick; was hand woven.
					(a)   When they were finished weaving it, they would take two teams
					      of oxen, four to side, having them pulling in opposite directions, 
					      while being beaten to exhaustion.
					(b)   Then the veil would be held up to the sun in the middle of the
					      day and if any light came through, it was rejected.
					(c)   What happened with the veil was supernatural, when it was 
					      torn from the top to the bottom.
			b.   Now there is a new and living way.  We are not separated from God any longer
			     by a veil; we can come by the blood of Jesus Christ.  He has reconciled us to
			     Himself by the Cross of Calvary.

Time 21:50
Colossians 1:21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled

	A.   And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works,	
		1.   Paul is talking to the Colossians and to you and me also, that we are alienated,
		     separated from God.
		2.   We are alienated in two ways, he says:
			a.   We are alienated mentally.
			  	(1)   We didn’t want anything to do with God.  We weren’t really seeking				      Him.
				(2)   We didn’t come to the point of seeking Him until we came to the
				      point where we realized we were lost and needed a Savior.	 
				(3)   That had to be a revelation to us from God.  We had to have the
				      illumination.
					(a)   Paul is speaking to the Gnostics here.  They thought they had
					      everything in wisdom that there was.
					(b)   The Bible says that not many wise will come to Him (note it						      doesn’t say “not any”, but rather “not many”.)
				(4)   Most of the time the more educated a man is and the more wise he is
				      himself, the less he wants God.
					(a)   He is at enmity with God.
					(b)   Today there are those that claim to have so much intelligence 
                                               just like the Gnostics at Colosse.  They feel they know so 
                                               much more than God.
					(c)   They don’t want to humble themselves to recognize that they 
                                       	      are lost sinners and grovel on the ground and reach up to a 
                                      	      Savior that comes to them.  The Apostle Paul was one of the 
  					      smartest men that ever lived.  This is the place he came to –
 					      he was on the ground groveling when the Lord Jesus 
 					      appeared to him brighter than the noonday sun on the 
  					      Damascus Road.  Paul said:  Who art thou Lord?  Christ
			 		      said:  I am Jesus, whom thou persecuteth.
			b.   Additionally, we are alienated through moral works. 
			
	B.   yet now hath he reconciled
 		1.   Yet, God came to you and me and the Colossians and everyone who has received 
		     Christ Jesus. 
			a.   We recognize we are in that state and then He can reach down and lift us up 
 			     and make us His own children.
			b.   He did this in the body of His flesh through death.
				(1)   Some were saying that He didn’t really come in a body of flesh.
				(2)   They said He only appeared to be in a body of flesh.
				(3)   They said He didn’t really die.
				(4)   They said He didn’t really resurrect from the dead.
		2.   The gospel is that Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the prophecy of the Old
		     Testament, that he was buried showing that He truly was in a body, and He rose again
		     on the third day, as it was prophesied in the Scriptures.
			a.   Some denied that then and there are those that deny it today.
				(1)   Some call this a slaughterhouse religion.
				(2)   They say we don’t need the blood any more.
				(3)   Many liberals standing in the pulpits today are teaching that.
			b.   But the Bible clearly says:  without the shedding of blood, there is no remission.

Time 25:15
Colossians 1:22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:

	A.  In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy
		1.   The only way we can stand in the presence of a Holy God is to be presented to Him 
		     holy.
			a.   That requires being without blemish – just as the lamb to be sacrificed had to be
			     without spot and without blemish before it could be accepted by God as an
			     atonement or covering for man’s sin.
			b.   The Lord Jesus Christ was the lamb of God without spot or blemish.
				(1)   Man said:  I can find no wrong in Him.
				(2)   God said:  This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.  I find 
				      no fault in Him.
				(3)   It was lies and your sin and my sin that put Him on the Cross of 
 				      Calvary. 		 
			c.   He came to present us who were enemies and alienated from God in our minds
			     and in our works.  He presented us holy – set apart for God.
				(1)   Romans 8:1.  There is therefore now no condemnation to them who
				      are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
					(a)   Paul called out to be delivered from this body of death.  He 
 					      was a born-again believer but was still in the flesh and realized
that there was a warfare between the old man and the new  
      man.
					(b)   Not being under condemnation is not a condition – it is a result.

	B.  and unblameable and unreproveable in His sight:
		1.   Romans 8:33.  Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect?
			a.   Shall God, the one that justifies?
		2.   Romans 8:34.  Who is he that condemneth?
			a.   Shall Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right
			     hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us?
			b.   We know that the devil accuses us day and night before the throne of heaven.
				(1)   That is one of the mysteries that God will reveal to us when we get into
				      heaven.
				(2)   However, he is there, as the book of Revelation says.
				(3)   But the Apostle John says we have an advocate with the Father, the 
				      Lord Jesus Christ.  Christ is our lawyer.
					(a)   When Satan sees us doing something wrong, he steps
					      forward and tells God:  “He’s doing it again.”
					(b)   Jesus says:  “Yes, Father, he’s guilty, but I paid for it on the 
					      Cross of Calvary.  He is under my blood.”
		3.   That does not give us a license to go out and sin.
			a.   If we realize who Jesus is and what He has done for us, this should be 
			     sufficient to restrain us through the power of God and the Holy Spirit to keep us
			     from ever wanting to embarrass the Lord causing Him to have to stand up 
  			     before Satan and before the Father and say “Yes, he’s guilty, but I paid for it.”
			b.   Even if we have failed Him many times, it is something we should dread .
		4.   Paul says we are unblameable.
		5.   He further says we are unreproveable – without charge.  Satan accuses us but there
		     is no charge placed.  We are without charge in His sight – in God’s sight.  Why?
			a.   God doesn’t see us the way we are any more.
			b.   When we are justified by the blood of Jesus Christ, God sees us through that
			     blood and we are just as He is just.
			c.   Take a red piece of glass or cellophane and put it over something that is red –
			     as in God’s word and when you lay it over, it turns white – the red can’t be seen
			     any more.  The Bible says:  Yea, though our sins be as scarlet, yet shall they 
			     be as white as snow.  (Isaiah 1:18)
		6.   But the reconciling work is all of God.  He is the one that has reconciled us to Himself. 

Time 30:10
Colossians 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

	A.  If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled,
		1.   The “if” is not a conditional clause.  It is that since what Paul has said is true, then we 
		     are holy now because of the death of Jesus and we are justified by His finished work.
     We are unblameable and unreproveable in His sight.
	a.   Because this is true, we will continue in the faith.
	b.   We will be grounded and settled.
	c.   Once and for all when we understand who Jesus is and what He has done for 
	     us, it will take the doubt away.			
	B.  and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, 
		1.   Which is:  His death, burial and resurrection for our sins.
		2.   This is our hope of the gospel.
	C.  which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; 
		1.   By this time, the gospel had gone out to the entire known world.
	D.  of which I, Paul am made a minister;
		1.   The greatest honor to come to anyone.  Paul recognized this and said:
			a.   I am that I am by the grace of God.
			b.   I am the least of the disciples.
			c.   I am the last of the apostles.
			d.   Finally, before he died, he said: I am the greatest of all sinners.
		2.   Paul had spiritual maturity.
a.   Like Paul, we must come to the point where we recognize that we are nothing  
     and He is everything.
b.   At that point, we’ve grown spiritually – we’ve matured.

Time 31:50
Colossians 1:24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church:

	A.   Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of 
             Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church:
		1.   This appears to be a paradox.  It looks like Paul is saying that Jesus didn’t do it all.
			a.   We see the preeminence of Christ and the finished work of Christ and that we
			     can add nothing to that.
			b.   Yet Paul says he rejoices in his sufferings.  He’s very careful in what he says.
				(1)   Paul is showing the sufferings he is going through.
				(2)   He understands that this suffering has nothing to do with redemption.
		2.   Redemption is totally in Christ’s sufferings.  Christ suffered as a human being.
			a.   He was thirsty.
			b.   He was hungry.
			c.   He was tired.
			d.   He hurt
			e.   He was in a state of being under so much agony that His sweat turned to blood
			     in Gethsemane.
		3.   As the Son of God, He suffered as no one else has ever suffered.
			a.   He was beaten by those Roman soldiers.
			b.   The soldiers would play a game called “hot hand”.
				(1)   The prisoner would be blindfolded.
				(2)   All but one soldier would strike Him with their fist, one after another.
				(3)   Then they would ask:  Who didn’t hit you?
				(4)   This attack was repeated over and over again, with punishment each 
				      time.
			c.   They mocked Him.
			d.   They put a crown of thorns on His head.
			e.   They scourged Him with a scourge made of leather with pieces of bone and 
			     metal in it, which ripped the flesh off the body.
			f.    He was nailed to the Cross of Calvary.
		4.   Jesus suffered as a sacrifice for sin.
			a.   This is mediatorial suffering.
			b.   He suffered under the wrath of God.
			c.   He suffered under the wrath of man.
			d.   He suffered under the wrath of Satan.
		5.   Paul knew that he could not suffer as a mediatorial substitute for anyone else’s sins or 
		     for his own.  Jesus alone could do that.
			a.   As a martyr, Paul suffered for righteousness’ sake.
			b.   There is a difference between this and Christ’s suffering.
			c.   Acts 9:15 and 16.  The Lord said to Anaias: Go thy way: for he (Saul, who 
			     became Paul), is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles
			     and kings and the children of Israel: For I will show him how great things he 
			     must suffer for my name’s sake.
			d.   Hebrews 13:13.  Let us go forth therefore unto him outside the camp, bearing
			     his reproach. 
			e.   John 15:18 and 19.  If the world hates, you, ye know that it hated me before it
			     hated you.  If ye were of the world, the world would love its own; but because
			     you are not of this world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the
			     world hates you.
			f.    I Peter 4:12-14.  Beloved think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is
     to test you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:  But rejoice,
     inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings: that when His glory shall be
     revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.  If ye be reproached for the
     name of Christ, happy are ye, for the spirit of glory and of God rests upon you;
     on their part He is evil spoken of, but on your part He is glorified.
		6.   When people see Christ in you, you will be persecuted.
			a.   Paul told Timothy “All of those who live godly shall suffer persecution.”  
     (II Timothy 3:12).
b.   But Paul also knew that whenever we suffered, Christ also suffered.
	(1)   On the Road to Damascus whenever Christ struck him down, he
	      cried out:  Who art Thou?
	(2)   Jesus responded that He was the Lord Jesus Christ, whom he
	      (Paul) persecuted.
c.   When we go through persecution for Christ’s sake, people will see something
     different in us because we respond differently.
	(1)   We don’t retaliate.
	(2)   We don’t act as the world does.
	(3)   They see Jesus in us if we truly follow in His steps. 

Time 37:28
Colossians 1:25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;

	A.  Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you,
            to fulfill the word of God;
		1.   The word of God is being completed.  
a.   Ephesians 3:2-4.   If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God
     which is given me toward you:  How that by revelation He made known unto me
     the mystery (as I wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may
     understand my knowledge of the mystery of Christ).
	(1)   A mystery is something that has not been revealed before.
	(2)   Something not made known to the sons of men as it is now revealed
	      unto His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.
	(3)   This is the mystery:  That the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs and of 
	      the same body and partakers of His promise in Christ by the gospel,
	      by Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection.
b.   It was understood by the Old Testament that the Gentiles would be reached by
     God.  They did not understand that Jew and Gentile would be one in the Body
     of Christ, the Church.  This is the mystery that they did not understand. 

Time 39:01
Colossians 1:26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:

	A.  Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made 
            manifest to His saints:
		1.   The glory of this mystery among the Gentiles.
			a.   Ephesians 2:11.  Wherefore, remember, that ye being in times past, Gentiles
			     in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcised by that which is called the
			     Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 
			b.   Ephesians 2:12.  That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from
			     the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenant of the promise,
			     having no hope, and without God in the world.
			c.   Ephesians 2:13.  But now in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes were once far off
			     are made near by the blood of Christ

Time 40:02
Colossians 1:27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

	A.  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
            Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:
		1.  Only in the Church is the indwelling of Christ in the born-again believers. This is the 
		     reason you must be born again.			 

Time 40:26
Colossians 1:28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:

	A.   Whom we preach, warning every man,
		1.   Note that it is not what we preach, but rather Who we preach.  We preach the person,
		     the Lord Jesus Christ.
		2.   Warning every man about the wrath of God and eternity away from God in Hell.
			a.   There is an eternity and that eternity without God and in torment is described
			     over and over in the Word of God.
			a.   22 out of 24 times that Hell is preached in the New Testament, it is Jesus Christ
        			     himself who preaches it.
			b.   If Hell is a place that is so bad that the Son of God had to leave the glory of 
			     heaven and come and take our place and die that horrible death on the Cross
			     of Calvary, one should not want to go there.					
	B.   and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:
		1.   By “perfect”, we mean mature.
		2.   The goal of teaching is to make Christians mature ones so they hear those words, 
     “Well done thou good and faithful servant.”
	a.   Every born-again believer is a preacher of this message.

Time 42:30
Colossians 1:29 Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.

	A. Whereunto I also labor, striving according to His working, which worketh in me mightily.
		1.   Note that it is not Paul who is doing that.
			a.   When anyone is reached by Hal Lee’s ministry, your ministry, or Paul’s ministry,
			     it is only by the word of God and by the power of the Holy Spirit.
			b.   No man can come to Christ, except God calls him.
			c.   Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.
		2.   If the Spirit has spoken to you, and you realize you cannot reach Him except through the
		     blood of Jesus Christ, now is the time to receive Him.
Time 43:20  End

	 
	 




