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 BIBLE STUDY OUTLINE FOR - COLOSSIANS 

COLOSSIANS  1:9-14
Time 0:00
Review of previous study
We heard previously that Paul gave thanks to God for these people, (1) for their faith, (2) for their love, (3) for the hope which is laid up in heaven for them.  They had received the pure gospel of grace.  But false teachers had come into the fellowship, those who believed they knew more and who gave false testimony and false reports.  Paul is speaking here to those who have held on and clung to the gospel of pure grace.  They had heard and knew it was true.  The message was given to them by Epaphras, their pastor, a faithful minister of Christ.

Time 2:19
Overview of this study
In this study, Paul offers a seven-fold prayer for the Colossians.  He asks:
1. that they be filled with the knowledge of God (v.9)
2. that they walk worthy of the Lord and please Him (v.10)
3. that they bear fruit (v.10)
4. that they increase in the knowledge of God (v.10)
5. that they be strengthened in might, according to His glorious power (v.11)
6. that they be strengthened to patience and longsuffering (v.11)
7. that they do all with joyfulness (v.11)

Further, Paul thanks the Lord:
1. God has made us fit to be partakers ofinheritance of the saints (v.12)
2. God has delivered us from the power of darkness (v.13)
3. God has translated us into the Kingdom of His Son. (v.13)
4. We have redemption through His blood (v.14)
5. We have forgiveness of sins (v.14)

Time 2:35
Colossians 1:9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

	A.   For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to 	      desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 	     	      understanding;
		1.  Because he, Paul heard of their troubles
		2.  His prayer was unceasing.		
	
 	B.   and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge
		1.  Word used for “knowledge” here is Greek for a super-natural knowledge
			a.  Agnostics said they had all knowledge – they alone.
			b.  This super knowledge comes only from God.  That knowledge is to know 			     His will.
			c.  God gives us the spirit of wisdom & revelation in the knowledge of Him.
			    Ephesians 1:17
				(1)  Wisdom is Christ to the soul.  He is made wisdom to us.
				(2)  Revelation is the word of God revealed to the heart (more than 				      merely a head knowledge)  
				(3)  This is only revealed by the Holy Spirit.  I Cor. 2:14
			d.  Natural man does not receive this knowledge – it is spiritually discerned.
				(1)  Natural man is the man without the Spirit of God.
				(2)  The “religious” man who takes the word of God but doesn’t have 				      the Spirit of God to teach him begins to philosophize and put 					      man’s reasoning into what God is saying. (More in Chapter 2)
			e.  He that is spiritual (born-again) judges all things but is judged of no man.
				(1)  We have understanding of what God is saying because the Spirit 				      of God makes it understandable to us.
				(2)  Natural man cannot understand you and me when we follow after
				     the Lord and study God’s word. It is foolishness to them.
		2.  We have the mind of Christ.
			a.  We have the intelligent understanding given to us through the Spirit of 				     God.
			b.  We have anointing of the Holy Spirit which is in us to teach us. I John 2:20 			     & I John 2:27.
		3.  Our obligation is to gain knowledge – how?  Must know His will:
			a.  By studying the Word of God.
			 	(1)   Faith comes by hearing, hearing by the Word of God.
				(2)   Must take the Word of God, teach others, who teach others, etc.
				(3)   Paul to Timothy: Study to rightly divide the Word of truth. II Tim 				       2:15.
				(4)   Peter said if we are on the right rock of Jesus, we will not be 					       confused.
			b.  Meditate on the Book to have good success.  Joshua 1:8

	C.  of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;
		1.   Wisdom is from God.  God gives us the wisdom to have the right understanding 		      of the knowledge that we are seeking out through God’s word.
		2.   In Old Testament when God gave Moses instructions to build the Tabernacle, 		      God said He had called out men and filled them with the Spirit for wisdom, 			      understanding and all manner of workmanship.  Exodus 31:3 and 4
			a.  Tabernacle lays out the ABC’s of that which is in the Bible.
			b.  Points to Jesus
				(1)   Our position in Jesus
				(2)   Shows who Jesus is and what He would do.
				(3)   Shows He is the sacrifice
				(4)   The gospel – how we must come through the Word of God to 				        the sacrifice and accept that sacrifice.
				(5)   In the Word of God we are washed daily – our hands and our 				       feet as we serve on this earth.
				(6)   As we go into tabernacle, we have the light of the lampstand that
				       guides us and gives us understanding and is a testimony of the 				       Lord Jesus Christ.
				(7)   The shewbread that we feast upon is a type of the Word of God.
				(8)   The altar of incense which is our high privilege – intercessory 				       prayer for those we know and love.
				(9)   The Holy of Holies - Ark of the Covenant which portrays the Lord
				      Jesus Christ – acacia wood shows His humanity and it is overlaid
				      with gold, showing His diety.  Lid on top was is solid gold, where  				       the blood would be placed.
			c.   Gold represents His the divine work in Jesus Christ.  Silver is a type of 			      salvation  and bronze is a type of judgment.
		3.   Although wisdom is of God, it can be misused.  Ezekiel 28:11-19
			a.   King of Tyre is really Satan in the passage.  
				(1)   It occurred in Eden – who was there?  Not the King of Tyre, but 				       God, Adam, Eve and Satan.
				(2)   Satan was perfect in beauty and wisdom, but iniquity was found 				       in him (v.15)
				(3)   Lucifer was a created being (v.13)
			b.  Wisdom can be corrupted by pride.  Ezekiel 28:17
				(1)   Agnostics were looking to their own wisdom and their own 					       knowledge.
				(2)   Lucifer had wisdom, but he mis-directed it and became Satan.
		4.   The knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual understanding.  We must seek it.
			a.   This is our birthright as the children of God.
			b.   Spirit of God can be our teacher.
				(1)   We need to set a time apart to learn God’s will.
				(2)   Need to meditate.
				(3)   Need a time of silence.
				(4)   We must allow God’s spirit to teach us.
			c.   Test whatever is taught you by using the Word of God. Find out for 				      yourself.

Time 17:19
Colossians 1:10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;

	A.   That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing… 
		1.    Jesus can be your Savior and still not be your Lord.
		2.    We must be truly surrendered to Christ as Lord.
		3.    Many people want fire insurance, don’t want to go to Hell, but won’t surrender 		       their life
       to Christ and let Him be Lord of their life.
		4.    All pleasing to whom?
			a.   To God
			b.   Men are not our Lord, so we don’t have to please them.		      
			
	B.   being fruitful in every good work, 
		1.   Need to have knowledge of Who He is.
			a.   Take knowledge and surrender to Him in wisdom and walk pleasing to 			      Him.
			b.   If we do these things we will be fruitful.
				(1)   Only way we can be fruitful is to abide in Christ Jesus. John 					       15:1-5
				(2)   Jesus said He was the true vine; in Old Testament Israel was 				       the vine.  Israel brought forth sour grapes.
		2.   If we are to be fruitful we must abide in Christ.
			a.   Branch that does not bear fruit will be taken away.
				(1)   “Taken away” does not refer to loss of salvation –only fruit 					       bearing.
				(2)   If we are not bearing fruit, God will take us from the place of fruit
				       bearing.
				(3)   He purges us and takes things that keep us from bearing fruit 				       away from us.
			b.   A branch cannot bear fruit of itself.
				(1)   There is no spiritual fruit apart from that which flows from the 				       Lord  Jesus Christ.
				(2)   A branch is only good for bearing fruit.
				(3)   Being part of the vine is the only way we can have that super-
				       natural power and knowledge.  John 15:7
			c.   Fruit perpetual is the blessing promised if we abide in Christ.
		3.    We should be seeking the fruit of the Spirit – Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 			       goodness,	meekness, faith, self-control.  These are what every Christian should 		       desire. 		
   
	C.   and increasing in the knowledge of God;

		1.   Grow in grace & knowledge of Jesus Christ.  II Peter 3:18
			a.   Are you growing in grace?
			b.   Do you know Christ better today than last week and the week before, etc?
		2.   If you are not closer to Jesus now than before, there is something wrong.  Why?
			a.   Not in the Word?  Col. 3:16 and 17
				(1)   The Word is the only thing the feeds the soul.
				(2)   There are many spiritual infants in Christendom today.
			b.   Can’t be filled with the Spirit of God apart from the Word of God and
     can’t understand the Word of God apart from the Spirit of God.  Eph.5:18
				(1)   Means to be under control and influence of Holy Spirit.
				(2)   Evidence is speaking to ourselves in psalms and hymns, making
				       melody in our heart unto the Lord.
				(3)   Evidence is giving thanks always to the Father in the name of 				       the Lord Jesus Christ.
		3.   Our knowledge of the word will be evidence – it is how we live.
			a.   Wives submitting to husbands.
			b.   Husbands loving wives.
			c.   Children obeying parents.
			d.   Employees giving a full day’s work to the employers.
			e.   Employers treating employees in the way they should be treated. 

Time 27:31
Colossians 1:11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;

	A.  Strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power,
		1.   Paul is thinking about all that God is and all that He has done..
			a.   God the Creator is witnessed through the creation.  Ps. 19:1-6
				(1)   Heavens declare God’s glory; firmament shows His handiwork
				(2)   All men can observe the heavens and know that God is the 					       Creator.
			b.   God is also seen in the written word.  Ps. 19:7-8
				(1)   God shows His grace through nature.
				(2)   Nature shows God’s power.  God set everything in order.

	B.  unto all patience and longsuffering 		
		1.   Fruit of the Spirit shows that we are to be longsuffering.
		2.   People cry out for patience in midst of trials – God is doing just that. Jas. 1:2
			a.   We grow closer to the Lord through trials.
			b.   We learn how to walk by going through trials.
			c.   Part of a child’s learning how to walk is falling and skinning his knees.
		3.   Can people see something different in our lives when we are going thru these 			       things?
 
	C.  with joyfulness;

		1.   Must have joy in our heart even though there are tears in our eyes.
		2.   We can always find something to be thankful for in the Lord.  Philippians 4:4
		3.   We glory in tribulations because they work patience.  Romans 5:1-5
			a.   Patience makes experience and experience, hope.
			b.   Hope makes us not ashamed for the love of God is shed.
			c.   Jesus is with us.
		4.   When we received Christ we also received the anointing of the Holy Spirit which
		      joins with our spirit and we know that we are children of God.
		5.   In all these things, we ought to be able to give ourselves over to the Lord and let 		      Him truly be Lord.  Paul begs us to present ourselves a living sacrifice.  Romans 		      12:1 & 2
			a.   When we think of what God has done for us it is only reasonable that we
			     present our bodies a living sacrifice.
			b.   Be not conformed to this world, but transformed by the renewing of our 			      mind.
			c.   Jesus was the last sacrifice of shed blood for sin.  God does not want us 			      as dead sacrifice.
			d.   Problem with a living sacrifice is that we always want to crawl off the altar.
				(1)   Want to go back
				(2)   Paul says – don’t look to the world, but look to God.

Time 34:50
Colossians 1:12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:
  
	A.   Giving thanks unto the Father, 
		1.   These things are already done.
		2.   People mistakenly pray for these things, but if one is born-again, one already has
		     these things. 
			
	B.   which hath made us fit to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:
		1.   There is only one way we are fit to be partakers of the inheritance
			a.   Jesus Christ, which is the light of the world
			b.   Eternal light.  Christ shows us in Rev.21:23
				(1)   No sun
				(2)   No moon
				(3)   Christ will be our light in eternity.
		2.   Only in Christ Jesus are we fit to stand in the holy presence of God.
			a.   Flesh and blood cannot inherit the things that are of heaven.
			b.   This mortal must put on immortality and this corruptible must put on
			     incorruptible.
		3.   Only then will this be accomplished, but as far as God is concerned, this is done.

Time 36:33
Colossians 1:13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

	A.   Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness,
		1.   He has taken us out of the kingdom of darkness
		2.   Note that this is in the past tense.
		 
	B.   and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:
		1.   We are now in the kingdom of light.  NOW we are in that kingdom.
		2.   Now we are in the Kingdom of Jesus Christ.
		3.   There is not anything that we can do of ourselves; He has done it all. 

Time 37:36
Colossians 1:14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:

	A. In whom we have redemption through his blood, 

		1.   When Jesus Christ cried out on the cross of Calvary “It is finished” he meant 			      exactly what He said.
			a.   Everything that pertains to eternal life.
			b.   Everything that pertains to salvation is done in Christ Jesus.
		2.   We cannot add one thing to what He has already done.
			a.   We can only accept his gift of eternal life – or –
			b.   We can reject
		3.   We have redemption right now.
			a.   Redemption is a payment of a price with a ransom. Jesus ransomed us 			      off the slave market.
			b.   Had been a slave under Satan who had every right to kill us or do 				      whatever with us.  But no longer.
				(1)   We were all subject to death that came through Adam.
				(2)   When Jesus died on the cross, Satan became a murderer.
			c.   Now Satan is guilty of murder and can be judged.

	B.  even the forgiveness of sins:

		1.   Forgiveness is a beautiful word.
			a.   Jesus can forgive our sins.
			b.   There is only one sin that is unforgivable—blaspheming the Holy Spirit.
				(1)   This means when God reveals to our spirit that you need the
				      blood of Jesus Christ and you reject that, it is the unpardonable
				      sin.
				(2)   It is impossible for God to save you any other way.
				(3)   One cannot have committed unpardonable sin if one has 					       accepted Christ.
			c.   Holy Spirit came to convict man of sin.  John 3:16-21
				(1)   Scope of His love.  He loved us so much and is motive of our 
				       redemption
				(2)   God’s only begotten Son is mans of salvation.
				(3)   Recipient is he who believes in God’s Son.
				(4)   Result is everlasting life.
				(5)   God’s Son was not sent to condemn the world.
				(6)   Who is saved?  He that believes on Jesus Christ.
				(7)   Who is lost?  He who does not believe on God’s son is already
				       condemned.
				(8)   Condemnation is that the Light (Jesus) came into the world, but 				       men Loved darkness.  Why?  Because their deeds were evil.
		2.  Christ has done everything.  It is finished.
			a.   Paul is thanking God for making salvation possible.
			b.   You must believe in Him and on Him.
			c.   Invite Him into your heart.
Time 43:02 End


			
	 
			
	 




