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 BIBLE STUDY OUTLINE FOR - COLOSSIANS 

COLOSSIANS  2:1-3


Time 0:00
Overview of Bible Study
As we go in this second chapter of the Book of Colossians, the Apostle Paul warns about false teachings.  In every book of the New Testament, we have warnings about false teachers.  The Lord Jesus Christ Himself gave us a great deal of warning about the false teachers.  He said they would come in sheep’s clothing, but they would be ravening wolves.  They would look like Christians – they would look like sheep, but inside they are not.  Over and over we have this warning.

As Paul began to speak to the Colossians, we saw that the real problem there was Gnosticism and there were those that thought that they were too smart for God.  Some said that Jesus didn’t really come – that He was God, but that He didn’t really come in the flesh and only appeared to be a human being.  He only appeared to die; he didn’t really die.  He only appeared to be resurrected; He wasn’t really resurrected, but another group says that He was only a man.  He was a human – He was not God.  There are those that teach the same things today.  There are those that teach the humanity of Christ and those that teach the deity of Christ.  He was both; He was very man of very man and very God of very God.  We have to see the wholeness of who Jesus is.  This is what we will be looking at now and preparing us to see the error that is being taught in the five different false teaching areas that Paul speaks of beginning in verse 4, which we will look at later.

There were two extremes in Christianity then as there is today.  What he is speaking of is just as valid today.  We’ll look first of all at the philosophy of man – man’s reasoning.  Paul shows that Christ is the answer to philosophy and philosophy has to do with the head.

In the beginning of verse 14, he speaks about rituals.  There are many rituals that are in Christendom today. There are many who are philosophizing today in the pulpits and then there are those who are going through the rituals.  These are the two extremes.  Christ is the answer to rituals and that speaks to the heart, the place of emotions.

Thus, we see in this the two extremes – first of all, there is the philosophizing, evaporating in steam – it just goes up in steam.  It has no value to it.  Then on the other side, whenever one gets into rituals, you have ice and it’s cold.

But Jesus Christ is the water of life.  He is neither steam nor ice.  This is what Paul is really trying to bring to the Colossians to see and I pray that we’ll be able to see this as we look at this.  Then, when we know who Christ is, and what He has done for us, then we can look and see where the errors are and recognize the errors because it will either go into philosophy and man’s reasoning or into rituals in that direction.


Time 03:05
Review of Previous Study
Chapter 2 is a continuation of what was said previously in Chapter 1.

Beginning with Col. 1:26, Paul is speaking about the mystery which has been hidden from the ages and from the generations but now is made manifest in His saints.

Col. 1:27: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

This is the mystery – the indwelling of Christ in every born-again believer.  Christ is the answer and every born-again believer has the hope of being in His presence in a glorified body.

Col. 1:28:  Whom we preach (not what), a personal Savior, a person that is God, the second person of the Godhead, the Son, who has always been the Christ and has come out of eternity past and took on the flesh and came and died for us.  Paul says we preach two things:

1.  Warning every man about the judgment to come, warning every man about the false teachers 
    and the false doctrines that would come into Christianity and came into the early church and
    still is being perpetuated.
2.  Teaching every man in all wisdom, teaching them the truth of the Word of God and the Lord
   Jesus Christ.

Why do we warn?  Why do we teach?  That we, the ones that teach may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus, filled up, able to go out and teach others and able to go out and to recognize false doctrines whenever he sees them.  Paul is saying that the desire of every preacher is to make every person complete, so he won’t be tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine.

Col.1:29:  For this I also labor, striving according to His working which worketh in me mightily.

Paul knew that no matter how much energy he exerted, he could not do it within himself.  He recognized that it’s in the working of the Spirit through the Word of God.

What he rally wanted to make known was that salvation is in a person. Christianity is in a person and that person is Jesus Christ.  It’s free to whosoever will.  A free gift is only as valuable as what it costs the person who gives it and it cost God everything.  Jesus came and gave His life.  God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him would not perish but have eternal life.  And God commended His love towards us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  It cost Him everything.  It only has value to us when we realize what it cost Him.  It’s free.  We can’t work for it.  That’s religion – working for something.   You owe it to me, God.  God does not owe us anything. We can’t purchase it.  If we work for it, it’s wages; if we try to purchase it and pay for it, it’s not a gift.  However, it’s a gift – it’s free!

That was what Paul was trying to explain to the Colossians when the false teachers were coming in.

II Corinthians 11:3.  Paul says:  I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his craftiness, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

Every false religion is a crafty one, trying to take you away from the beauty and simplicity of what Christ has done for us to works and following after some organization or some man to where they can have control over one.  But Paul feared it was so simple, that people would miss it.  They say, “It can’t be that simple – I have to do something – I have to work or do something”.  What can you do for God?  God is self-existent; He doesn’t need you or me or anything else.  He’s God.  But He loves us and He gave His Son and the Son loved us and He came and made it possible for us to have a fellowship with God.

II Corinthians 11:4
1.  For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached . . .
	
    Every –ism has another Jesus, rather than the Jesus of the Bible.  The Gnostics had a Jesus 
    that was either human or deity, but not both.  This is not what the Bible teaches.  If He
    wasn’t what the Bible says He was, then none of us have any hope now.  We might as well
    just leave, because a mediator has to have the nature of both parties.  He has to have
    something that He can take hold of both parties.  That is what a mediator is and Jesus in
    His deity takes hold of the Father’s hand and in His humanity He takes hold of your hand 
    and my hand and He mediates between us.  The wonder of it all is hard for us to understand 
That the Creator of all the universe as we saw in Chapter 2, came down and died for us,
because He loved us.  They all have another Jesus – they might talk about Jesus, they might
use the name Jesus but that’s not the Jesus we understand and know according to the
Scriptures.

2.  …, or if ye receive another spirit …
    The Spirit that is being taught in Christendom today, the Holy Spirit is another Spirit.
    There are those that say that it is God’s active force, it’s not a personality at all.  The Bible
    teaches that it is a person, the third person of the Godhead..

3.  …which ye have not received, or another gospel.,

   There is but one gospel in this Age of Grace.
   Paul says:  If any man come or any angel come preaching any other gospel to you, that I 
   preach, then let him be accursed.  (Galatians 1:9)

   If they come with any other message than the death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus
   Christ and the free gift of salvation through His finished work, it is an accursed gospel.  The 
   gospel of the New Testament is the one that we are to preach.  That is why Jesus came.

4.  …which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.
   
   Where does this come from?  Where does this other Jesus, this other spirit, this other gospel
   come from?

   II Corinthians 11:13-15.  For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
   themselves into the apostles of Christ.  And no marvel: for Satan himself is transformed into
   an angel of light.  Therefore, it is no great thing if his ministers (satan’s) also be transformed
   as the ministers of righteousness, whose end shall be according to their works.

   Where are they?  They are in the pulpits and if they are preaching any other message than 
   the message of the Bible, then you can mark it down.  We all may not agree on the
   interpretation of the Scriptures, but when we begin to deny the Scriptures then that is of the
   devil.  First question in the Word of God was “Did God really say…?”  Satan was speaking
   there – that’s what he said in the 3rd verse.  So he says that these are his ministers and that
   they also are transformed as the ministers of righteousness whose end shall be according to 
   their works.  I’m glad it’s God who looks upon the heart.  I’m glad it’s God that makes the
   decision of who is truly born-again and who is not.  We can be fruit inspectors, we can look
   and see what their fruit is.  Is this a fruit of the word of God or is it another Jesus, another
   gospel or another spirit that they are teaching? We can ask, but only God knows their hearts.

   He is speaking very clearly and warning us here about these errors that we will be looking at
   in the next couple of weeks.  But let’s look now and see who this Jesus is.

Time 11:57
Colossians 2:1 For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh;

	A.   For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you,	
		1.   Paul’s heart is overburdened.  He has great conflict.  
a.   He’s striving and laboring and trying to get them to grow and mature to 
     where they won’t go astray.
b.   It breaks a pastor’s heart when he pours out the Word of God and someone
     comes in an says, “Yes, but have you had this experience”, or “That’s not 
     really what the Bible says: this is what it says”, and they are lead off in some
     other direction.
B.  .. and for them at Laodicea,
	1.   Paul is burdened and in great conflict for the Colossians and for those at Laodicea too.
		a.   What is the problem at Laodicea?  Laodicea was close to Colosse – about 75 to
		     100 miles away from Ephesus, where Paul taught and preached for three years,
		     longer than at any other place.
		b.   There are many similarities between the Epistle to the Ephesians and that to the
		     Colossians.
		c.   The Laodicean church.  (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laodicean_Church)
			(1)  As one goes through Chapter 2 and Chapter 3 in the Book of
  			     Revelation, there is a calendar listed for the church age, from the
			     Apostolic Church all the way to the Laodicean Church.
				(2)  In Christendom over this period of time, there have always been 
                                      these groups, but one group has been more prominent in a 
				     particular period of time than another.
(a)   We currently are in the Laodicean age.							(b)   All one has to do is look around and see what is going on 
     to realize this.
				(3)  The word Laodicea means “rule or will of the people”.  “Lao” means 
				     “people “ and “dicae” means “rights”.  We see human rights.
					(a)  In humanism today, we don’t need God.  We are
					     indifferent to God.
					(b)  We have our rights.  We hear this all over the world, the
   					     issue of human rights.
				(4)   We don’t have any rights under God.  God created us – He is the
				      Creator.  We need to look to Him.
					(a)   However, we see a picture of indifference today.
					(b)   There has never been a time such as this in history that
					      mankind is any more indifferent to God than today.
					(c)   Under the New Age movement and under the Humanistic
					      approach to philosophy, everyone thinks “I am God”.  I
					      don’t need a Creator, I don’t need someone overseeing. I
					      can do my own thing.  That’s a false teaching today.
(5)   Revelation 3:14-15. Jesus gives a warning to the Laodicean 
                                       Church: “unto the angel of the Church of the Laodiceans write:
				       These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the
				       beginning of the creation of God: . . .”
					(a)   The word “beginning”, Paul goes back to what was taught
					      there as the Gnostics came in and said He was a creature
					      in a line of creatures – that God created a creature and a
					      creature created a creature, and along down the line and
					      somewhere in there, Jesus was a creature.  They would
					      take this verse and say that He was the first creature and 
					      then He created all the other creatures.  However, He is 
					      not a creature; He’s the Creator.
					(b)   The word “beginning” archaic, which means “the source”
					      or “the origin” of all creation.
					(c)   By taking this verse, the false teachers and religions have
					      tried to show what was being taught through the Gnostics
					      that He was a creature.
			d.   In the letters to the seven churches, there are four things we look for:
				(1)  First of all, we look for Christ’s title.
					(a)   His title is that He is the faithful, the Amen, the true 
					      witness, the beginning of the creation of God.
					(b)   He is the source of all creation.
				(2)   Then we look for Christ’s commendation.
					(a)   For the Laodiceans, there was no commendation.
					(b)   There was, however, condemnation.
				(3)   Then, Christ’s condemnation.
					(a)   For the Philippian and Smyrna church, there was no
					      condemnation.
				(4)   Then, Christ’s counsel.  
e.   Revelation 3:15.  Regarding the Laodicean church, Jesus said:  
(1)   “I know thy  works…”
					(a)   They were busy, they were working.
					(b)   There is a great deal of activity in Christendom today, but 
					      is Jesus in it?
					(c)   A lot is done in man’s own power and reasoning.
				(2)   …“that thou are neither cold nor hot; I would that thou wert cold or 
				      hot”.  
					(a)   This is indifference to God.
					(b)   If they were cold He could show them their way and they 
					      could realize that they were away from God and He could
					      reach down and touch them.
					(c)   Or if they were hot – that’s what He wants – He wants them 
					      to be on fire for the Lord.
					(d)   That is one of the worst stages that man can be in –
					      indifferent to God.
				(3)   ..”So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I
				      will spew thee out of my mouth”.
					(a)   When drinking something, it should be either hot or cold –
					      lukewarm just isn’t any good.
					(b)   When someone is lukewarm toward God, He wants to 
					      spew them out of His mouth.
				(4)   When the true church is taken out, the false church, the professing
				      ones will be spewed out on this earth.
					(a)   They, and the New Age movement will become part of the
					      church of the antichrist, the harlot on the earth.
					(b)   The true church is the Bride.
					(c)   We don’t see the church mentioned after the third chapter 
					      of Revelation, because it’s the Bride in heaven and the
      harlot is left on this earth.
			f.   Revelation 3:17.  Jesus again says: 
				(1)   “Because thou sayest I am rich”,
					(a)   Much of Christendom today is rich.
					(b)   What did Peter and John say?  “Silver and gold have we
					      none, but what we have we give to you.  In the name of
					      Jesus, rise up and walk!” (Acts 3:6)
					(c)   There is a lot of silver and gold today, but not much power 
					      to make people walk.
				(2)   …”(I am) increased with goods and have need of nothing,”
					(a)   They don’t even need Jesus.
				(3)   …”and knowest not that thou art wretched and miserable, and 
				      poor, and blind and naked:”
			g.   Revelation 3:18.  Jesus says:
				(1)   …”I counsel thee”
					(a)   The fourth thing that Christ always does is give counsel to
					      each of these churches.
				(2)   …”to buy of me gold tried in the fire that thou mayest be rich”
				 	(a)   It’s pure, tried in the fire.
					(b)   Gold represents deity in the Word of God.
				(3)   …” and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the
				      shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with
				      salve that thou mayest see.
					(a)   Must have that spiritual vision to have understanding.
			h.   Revelation 3:19.
				(1)   As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and
				      repent.
					(a)   Hebrews Chapters 12 and 13.  God chastens those whom
      He loves.  It’s a sign of sonship.  It’s a sign that we’re His
      children.
(b)   Proverbs:  If you hate your child you won’t correct him, but 
      if you love your child, you’ll correct him early.
(c)   God loves us and He corrects us.
		2.   This is a picture of the Colossian church.  They had the problem with Gnosticism.
		3.   The Laodicean church had the problem with indifference.
	     
C.  .. and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh;
	1.   Whether Paul had ever gone to Colosse or Laodicea, we don’t know.  There may have
	     been others who went there.  Perhaps none had seen him.  There may have been
	     some that came to the Lord at Ephesus and left and went to Colosse or Laodicea and
	     started the church there; we don’t know.
	2.   We have not seen Paul in the flesh, so this passage is written to you and me as well.
		a.   It is giving warning just as important to us as it was to the Colossians and
		     Laodiceans.
		b.   There has never been such a time when there has been an attack on the
		     pure gospel of God’s grace than there is in our day and in our world.	


Time 21:46
Colossians 2:2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;

	A.  That their hearts might be comforted,  
		1.   Where are we going to find comfort?
			a.   Only in the finished work of Jesus Christ.
			b.   He sent the Comforter to us to teach us, to instruct us that we might not
			     be lead astray.
				(1)   As Peter said, “if we are founded on that precious Rock, that we
				      won’t be confounded.
				(2)   We might listen to someone and we might not understand the
				      doctrines of what they are saying and where it conflicts with the 
 				      doctrines of Word of God, but something in us will begin to tell us 
				      that something is wrong.
					(a)   Then we can go to God’s word.
					(b)   Always test what any man teaches by the Word of God.
					(c)   We get into trouble when we test the Word of God by what
					      men teach.
					(d)   The greatest commentary on the Word of God is the Word 
					      of God.
					(e)   We are to compare Scripture with Scripture.  Put it in its
					      right context.  Peter said that there’s no prophecy that
					      stands alone.

	B.  …being knit together in love (being compacted together in love),				
		1.   Doctrine won’t bring love into a church.
		2.   Rituals won’t bring love into a church.
		3.   It’s the heart that brings love into the church and it’s love that knits together the church.
		4.   John says:  We will be known by the love we have for one another.
			a.   We can’t say we love God and hate our brother.  How can we know God
			     whom we haven’t seen.
			b.   It’s love that brings us together.
		5.   It was love that brought Christ down.  That was the motivation that brought Him down
		     to us through His mercy.  We are not saved through love, we’re saved through Grace.
	
C.  …and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding.
	1.   The word “full assurance” means to be under full sail.
		a.   If you have a sailboat and you like to go out and sail on a breezy day, you put
		     up the main sail and you catch the breeze.  It’s just a joy as it lops over to one
		     side as it cuts through the water.  
		b.   It is a picture of us under full sail for the Lord.  Being lead and powered by the 
		     Spirit of God to take the message of the Lord Jesus Christ and what He has 
		     done for us, that He died for us, was buried and rose again, is seated at the
		     right hand of the Father, coming back to receive us unto Himself.

	D.  …to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ.
		1.   What is this mystery of God that Paul is speaking about?  As is written in Colossians
		     1:27, “it is Christ in you, the hope of glory”.
			a.   I Corinthians 12:12.  For as the body is one, and has many members, and all 
			     the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.
				(1)   In Colossians, it shows Christ as the Head of the Body.
			b.   I Corinthians 12:13.  For by one Spirit were we all baptized into one body,
			     whether we be Jews or Greeks, whether we be bond or free, and have been
			     all made to drink into one Spirit.
			c.   Baptism is identification and the moment you accept Jesus Christ as your
			     Savior, that moment the Holy Spirit joins with your spirit and confirms within
			     your spirit that you are a child of God.
		2.   Not only that, He seals us, He becomes the earnest of our expectations.
			a.   He is the guarantee that we will be in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ in
			     a glorified eternal body.
			b.   If we truly accept in our heart the finished work of Christ and accept the person
			     of Christ, we have the full assurance, the mystery of God – Christ in you – the
			     hope of glory.
		3.   When did this all begin to take place?  When did it all happen?  This was a mystery 
		     that was not known in ages past.  The Holy Spirit came upon people, and indwelled
		     some people in the Old Testament, but it didn’t necessarily stay in that person, but now
		     we are sealed with the Holy Spirit.
			a.   Ephesians 1:12-14.  That we should be to the praise of His glory, who first
			     trusted in Christ.  In whom ye also trusted after that ye heard the word of truth,
			     the gospel of your salvation; in whom also after that ye believed, ye were
			     sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance
			     until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of His glory.
				(1)   A sealing means a finished transaction and ownership.  We belong
				      to God.  The Holy Spirit, the third person of the Godhead is the seal 
				      on our heart and it is a guarantee that we are a child of God and we
				      will have accomplished in us what Christ came to accomplish.
				(2)   If you recall, on the day that Christ was resurrected, it was the Feast of
				      the First Fruits.  This was when the high priest went out and cut a
				      sheaf out of the field that was marked out before him and this would
				      be a sample of the harvest for that year.
					(a)   He would cut that sheaf and hold it up and wave it before the
					      Lord.
					(b)   He was trusting that the whole harvest would be like this sheaf.
					(c)   Jesus Christ was the First Fruit.
				(3)   On the day that Jesus was resurrected He appeared to the disciples 
				      and He breathed upon them.
					(a)   He said:  Receive ye the Holy Spirit.  They received the Holy
					      Spirit that moment as individuals.
					(b)   They were like those sheaves.
					(c)   Those individuals were instructed to go into the upper room 
					      and wait there.
				(4)   Acts 1:8.  Ye shall receive power after the Holy Spirit has come upon
				      you.  Ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, in all Judea,
      in Samaria and unto the uttermost part of the earth. He gave
				      instructions.  He said how it would take place.
					(a)   They were to wait there and be in prayer.
					(b)   Acts 2:1.  When the Day of Pentecost (50 days after the
					      Passover) was fully come, they were all with one accord in
					      place. 
					(c)   On the Day of Pentecost, the priest would take two loaves of
					      bread, no longer individual sheaves, but the whole loaf of
					      leavened bread.  Why leavened?  Because leaven represents
					      sin and we still have sin in us.
					(d)   He would take those loaves of leavened bread, which
					      represented Jew and Gentile, no longer individuals, but in a
					      loaf.  Jew and Gentile coming together – one body in Christ.
				(5)   Acts 2:1.  On this Day of Pentecost they were all of one accord, in
				      place.
					(a)   Acts 2:2.  Suddenly there came a sound from heaven like a
					      rushing wind and it filled all the house where they were
					      sitting.  And there appeared to them cloven tongues as of
					      fire (they weren’t actually tongues of fire, but were as a fire)
					      and it sat upon each of them.
					(b)   Acts 2:4.  They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
					      speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
					(c)   Acts 2:5.  There were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout
					      men, out of every nation under heaven.
					(d)   Acts 2:6.  Now when this was noised about the multitude 
					      came together and were confounded, because every man
					      heard them speak in his own language.
					(e)   Acts 2:7.  They were all amazed and marveled, saying one to					      another, Behold, are not all of these which speak Galileans?
					(f)    Acts 2:8.  How hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein
					      we were born?
		4.   This is not what is going on in Christendom today.
			a.   This was Pentecost.  This was the day that the cloven tongues were divided.
			     It was demonstrating that they would come together in one body in Christ.
			b.   Today, what is going on is called glossolalia.
				(1)   It is known languages but someone else doesn’t know the meanings
				      of or different kinds of languages. 
				(2)   People don’t hear in their own language, but no man understands it,
				      only God.  (I Corinthians 14:2)
				(3)   Jesus said they would be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea.
(4)   The next time was Samaria, and finally the uttermost parts of the
				      world was the disciples of John and you never see it again.
				(5)   It was just as Jesus prophesied.
		5.   Let’s go back and see in the Book of Genesis what is taking place.
			a.   Genesis 10:9.  There was a man who made himself king.  His name was 
			     Nimrod.  He was a mighty hunter before the Lord.
			b.   Genesis 10:10.  The beginning of his kingdom was Babel.
				(1)   Babel means “Gate to God”.
				(2)   The word Nimrod, who was a Hamite, was a hunter of men.  He was
				      rebellious and he was seeking the souls of men.
				(3)   God had given the instructions to Noah and his family to go out and
				      replenish the earth.  This was after the judgment came.
			c.   Genesis 11:1.  And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.
			d.   Genesis 11:2.  And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they
			     found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there.
			e.   Genesis 11:3.  And they said one to another, “Come, let us make brick, and
			     burn them thoroughly.  And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for
			     mortar.
			f.   Genesis 11:4.  And they said, Come, let us build us a city and a tower, whose 
			     top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered
			     abroad upon the face of the whole earth.
			g.   Genesis 11:5  And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the
			     children of men builded.
			h.   Genesis 11:6.  And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all
			     one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be withheld from  
			     them, which they have imagined to do.
			i.    Genesis 11:7.  Come, let us go down and there confound their language, that
			     they may not understand one another’s speech.
			j.    Genesis 11:8.  So the Lord scattered them abroad form thence upon the face
			     of all the earth; and they ceased building the city.
			k.   Genesis 11:9.  Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the Lord did
			     there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the Lord
			    scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.
		6.  After that we have the call of Abram.  God was dealing with one language before this,
		    one people.  Now they had been scattered by languages.
			a.   I want you to notice another man, his name was Peleg.
			   	(1)   We go back over and find that Peleg was the descendant of Eber
				      (Eber is where the word Hebrew comes from).
				(2)   Genesis 10:25.  Unto Eber were born two sons; the name of one was
				      Peleg, for in his days was the earth divided.  
					(a)   Do you hear that?  The earth was divided.  It was already
					      divided by language.
					(b)   And now it was divided by what science calls the “land drift”
				 	      theory  
					(c)   The continents were divided.  They all fit together – most
					      scientists agree with this, but they disagree with how long
					      ago this took place.  They say it took billions of years.
			b.   Genesis 11:18 and 19.  Peleg lived thirty years and begat Reu: And Peleg lived
			     after he begat Reu two hundred and nine years.
				(1)   God said that a catastrophe or something came; He interjected His
				      power and the earth was divided after the languages were divided
				      and this took place in a period of 239 years.
				(2)   It was interesting to me that at Mount St. Helen’s scientists are baffled
				      after the explosion and volcanic eruption that occurred there and 
				      what they figure took millions of years or longer, in a matter of 
				      moments, in a matter of days, what they had contended before took
				      millions of years, was born.  Now they don’t know what to think.  I
				      believe God’s word!
			c.   But I want you to know that God is no longer dealing with one language or one 
			     people and one language, but He chooses out one man.
				(1)   Genesis 12:1.  The Lord had said until Abram, Get thee out of thy
				      country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a
				      land that I will shew thee:
				(2)   Genesis 12:2.  And I will make thee a great nation and I will bless 
				      thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing.
				(3)   Genesis 12:3.  And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him
				      that curseth thee; and in thee shall all families of the earth be
				      blessed.
				(4)   How would all the families be blessed?
					(a)   In Christ Jesus.
					(b)   All the way through we see the genealogy.  God said it would 
					      be through this one, and this one, and this one, right up to the 
					      point where Christ was born.
		7.   Now God is not dealing with one nation and one language.
			a.   In the Day of Pentecost, He opened it to whosoever will now.  Now anyone can
			     come.  But they come to the Person. The blessing that was spoken of to Abram
			     is Christ Jesus.
			b.   This is what Paul is saying here.  We are complete in Christ Jesus.
				(1)   We don’t need the rituals.
				(2)   We don’t need the philosophy.
				(3)   All we need is the Word of God and faith in the Word of God, believing
				      the Word of God and looking to the one that He is speaking of –Christ.

Time 38:58
Colossians 2:3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

	A. In whom (Jesus Christ) are hid all the treasures of wisdom.
		1.   You have to dig to get out treasures.
		2.   It is not something that just lays out there, you must dig it out.
	B.   … and knowledge.
 		1.   We look into God’s word.
		2.   We compare Scripture with Scripture.
		3.   We see Why it says this
			a.   If there’s a change somewhere, why is there a change?
			b.   God will reveal it to us.
			c.   We can only receive this through the Spirit of God.
		4.   We have no need that any man will teach us, the Bible says.
			a.   I John 2:20.  But ye have an unction from the Holy One and he know all
			     things.
			b.   I John 2:27.  The anointing that ye have received in Him abideth in you and ye
			     need not that any man teach you: but the same anointing teaches you of all
			     things and is truth and is no lie and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in
			     Him.
				(1)   There were those that taught that God’s word was not true, that it was
				      not really saying what it was saying.
				(2)   That’s what the evil said in Genesis:  Did God really say…?
			c.   I John 2:18.  Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that 
			     antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists by which we know 
			     that it is the last time.
				(1)   It was the last time when he wrote this 2000 years ago – how close
				      are we to that end and that last time?
				(2)   The antichrist is a person.
			d.   I John 2:19.  They were out from us but they were not of us; for if they had been
			     of us, they no doubt have continued with us: but they went out that they might 
			     be made manifest that they were not all of us.
				(1)   Isn’t that interesting – they came out of Christendom – all the different
				      religions that speak out against Jesus Christ have come out of and
				      have a background in Christendom.
				(2)   If they had truly been of us, they would have had the Spirit to teach
				      them.
			e.   I John 4:1.  Beloved, believe not every spirit, but test the spirits whether they 
			     are of God: because many false prophets are gone into the world.
				(1)   That’s a warning: over and over we have these same warnings to
				      not believe every spirit.
				(2)   Just because they stand in the church and stand in the pulpit doesn’t
				      mean they are of God.
				    	(a)   Always test what any man teaches, including me, by the Word
					      of God.
					(b)   Never test the Word of God by what a man teaches.
				(3)   I John 4:2.  By this know ye the Spirit of God:  Every spirit that
				      confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:
					(a)   There were those who were denying this.
					(b)   There were those who said that He only appeared to be a  
					      man; He only appeared to die; He only appeared to be
					      resurrected; He really did not exist.
				(4)   There is teaching today that He is only a figment of your mind – that 
				      you have the Christ-consciousness.
					(a)   It says:  You can be Christ yourself.
					(b)   Watch out; this is the spirit of antichrist.
					(c)    I John 4:3.  And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus 
					      Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit
					      of antichrist of which ye have heard that it should come and
					      even now already is it in the world (2000 years ago).
					(d)   I John 4:4.  Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome
					      them: because greater is He that is in you, than he that is in
      the world
						(1)   Who is in you?  Jesus is in us through the power of
						      the Holy Spirit;
						(2)   Jesus Christ indwells us.
		5.   If you have never had a salvation experience of receiving personally the Lord Jesus
		     Christ in your life, pray and ask God to reveal to you through His Spirit who we talked
		     about today who Jesus really is and accept the Son of God, the One who gave His
		     life for you;  He loved you so much as an individual, that He would have died for you,
		     if you were the only one.  You have to receive; He will not force Himself on any one; 
		     you must invite Him to come into your heart.

Time 43:42 - End
 




