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 BIBLE STUDY OUTLINE FOR - COLOSSIANS 

COLOSSIANS  2:4-13


Time 00:00
Review of Previous Study
The second chapter of Colossians is warning about the errors of doctrine and teaching that are going on in the early church.  We recognize certainly that they are still going on.  It has been going on all through Christendom and so Paul begins to warn about these doctrines, these errors that are being taught.  He began the first three verses that we had last week that Jesus Christ is the One that we are to look to.  And he showed the real Jesus, the Son of God, the Living Savior, the One who came and gave His life for us, the One who is a Living Savior because death could not hold Him.  He is seated at the right hand of the Father and He is coming back again to receive us to Himself. 

Time 00:47
Overview of Bible Study
We see Paul speaks mainly in two areas.  First, he speaks about philosophy, which has to do with the head.  He says that Christ is the answer to philosophy.  We will be looking at that in this lesson and next time we will look at the rituals that he warns about. Christ is the answer to the rituals, which have to do with the heart, the emotions. Paul begins by giving warning about philosophy and the first thing is about talking about enticing words.  He shares the danger of enticing words.  


Time 01:30
Colossians 2:4 And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words.

	A.   And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words.
		1.  The word “beguile” in the language it was written in means “to victimize one” -- to lead 
              	    one away from Christ, the one he spoke about in the first three verses.  
a.  There are many people today who are being victimized through enticing words. 
b.  There are some who can use words so beautifully they just flow and they show 
    pictures, but they are just words.  They are not God’s words.  
c.  Today there are some real problems in philosophy and psychology because in 
    Christendom they have taken the place of the Bible.   
2.  There are many who are getting degrees in Philosophy and Psychology and they don’t 
    know very much about the Bible.   
a.  It has been very popular to get degrees in Doctorates in Philosophy, but when 
    you come right down to understanding the simplicity that is in Christ Jesus and 
    the Word of God, these people are very shallow.  
3.  Paul warns – you will be victimized by men that can speak and use the language in a 
    great way but they twist it around.  
a.  They don’t use God’s Word.  We need to use the Word of God.  
b.  The Lord Jesus Christ was the greatest teacher that has ever been and He used
    very simple words.  
(1)  They said:  Never a man spoke like this man spoke.  Even His 
     enemies said that. 
(2)  He used words that children could understand.  
(a)  He talked about the flowers.  
(b)  He talked about the birds of the air.  
(c)  He talked about the sower sowing the seed.  
(d)  He talked in languages that anyone could understand.  
4.  The natural man cannot understand the really deep spiritual things of the Word of God.
a.  They are spiritually discerned.
b.  They are foolishness to them;  you must be born-again.  
c.  You must have the spirit of God to teach you.  
d.  All the words in the world will not lead anyone to salvation if the Spirit of God is 
    not there working.  Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.   5.  Today there are a lot of good storytellers.  But you need to tell the story about Jesus. 
    It’s the one you telling the story about that counts, not just storytelling, not just 
    entertaining people.	 

Time 04:10
Colossians 2:5 For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ.

	A.  For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your 
            order, and steadfastness of your faith in Christ Jesus.
		1.  At Colosse, we know that Gnoticism was very strong and there were those that had                    
                    philosophies and ideas of man’s reasoning.  But Paul said, “you are standing fast”.  
2.  He speaks about two things:  
a.  First he says he is beholding their order.  
(1)  “Order” here is a military term which means to stand 
     shoulder-to-shoulder.  
(2)  They are standing shoulder-to-shoulder – they are not bowing in and 
     giving in to the enticing words of those that came in. 	
b.  Secondly, steadfastness means have a solid front.  
(1)  II Thessalonians 3:6.  Paul says, We command you, brethren, in the 
     name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every
     brother that walketh disorderly and not after the tradition which he 
     received of us.  
(a)  He’s talking about the same order here in Colossians - standing 
     together.  
(b)  Disorderly means just the opposite – not standing together, but 
     being separated – in divisions.  
(2)  II Thessalonians 3:7.  For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: 
     for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you:   
(3)  II Thessalonians 3:11.  For we hear that there are some which walk 
     among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies. 
(a)  Tearing up the fellowship and the ones that are there.  
(b)  But most are walking orderly though, beholding the order, 
     beholding that they are standing in steadfastness and solid front 
     is being placed there.
3.  I Corinthians 15:58.  Therefore, my beloved brothers, be ye steadfast, unmovable, 
    always abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much as ye know that your labor is not in 
    vain in the Lord.  
a.  There Paul is talking about the victory that we have over death and the finished 
    work of Jesus Christ and the rapture of the Church and being in our immortal 
    bodies. 
                4.  Paul is speaking about the vanity of the enticing words, the vanity of man’s philosophy 
                    and man’s reasoning.  
a.  He says “you are to be in order beholding your order and the steadfastness of 
    your faith”.
(1)   Many people say “If you have enough faith that will handle everything”. 
(2)   Paul didn’t stop there – he said “your faith in Christ”.  
(a)  We must place our faith on something that we can trust in and 
     Paul says that Christ is that one. 
(b)  Many say, “If you have faith and something doesn’t come about, 
     you just don’t have enough faith”.  What they are saying is that 
     you are placing faith in faith and not in the person of Jesus 
     Christ. Paul makes it clear that this faith has to be in the person
     of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Time 07:39
Colossians 2:6  As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:

	A.  As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:
1.  You have received Christ Jesus as Lord once and for always– it’s done. 
a.   You only receive Christ once.  He died once for our sins.  He shed His 
     precious blood once for our sins and we receive Him once. 
b.   I love the way Paul speaks about the new birth – you must be born again.  
(1)  We can compare that which is flesh and that which is spirit is spirit.
(2)  You are only conceived once in your natural life and you are conceived
     once in your spiritual life by accepting the Lord Jesus Christ.
(3)  You become a child of God just as much as you become a child of your
     parents upon conception.  It’s done once and for all.  
2.  Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed One, the One that was promised, the One that came in
    the fullness of time, Jesus his earthly title, which shows that He is the Savior, and then
    He says that He is THE LORD.  
a.   There are many who receive Christ as Savior, but they never make Him Lord.
b.   We need to make Him Lord.  
c.   Paul says here “received Christ Jesus the Lord”    
B   …so walk ye in him:  
1.  This should be our daily walk.
a.   Habitually, we are to walk knowing that Jesus Christ, our Savior, is Lord.
b.   He is guiding and directing us, watching over us and leading us through this life.
		2.  John 1:12.  As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the children of 
		    God, even to them that believe on His name.  
			a.   The key is to receive.  
b.   We put our faith in the person, the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Time 09:44
Colossians 2:7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.

	A. Rooted and built up in him, 
1.  The word “rooted” reminds us of that which grows.  Life is rooted.  
a.   A tree grows.  It grows out of the nutrients that are brought from the roots.  
b.   We are rooted in the Lord Jesus Christ and He wants us to grow.  
(1)  Habitually, day-by-day, we are to grow in God’s Word, walking with Him 
     and in prayer and knowing His presence in our very heart that He is with
     us, guiding and directing us.  
(2)  So there is life in the Christian life – we’re rooted.  
2.  We are built up in Him.  
a.   This is a picture of a building.  
(1)  A building must be built on the right foundation.  No other foundation
     can no man lay than the one that is Christ Jesus.  We have life and we 
     have strength and stability in Christ Jesus, in Him alone.  
(2)  Not on the sand do we build our house, with the foundation that washes 
     away because we will have storms in life,  
(a)  Jesus didn’t say “If the storms come”,  “if the winds blow”, “If 
     the rains come”,  He said “When it comes”.  
(b)  We will have storms and we have got to be on the right 
     foundation, because the they will come. 
(c)   It might be physical storms, emotional storms, it might be 
     spiritual storms, or even financial storms, but storms will come 
     in our life.  We need to be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus.
B.  …and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught,
	1.   Established in what – Christ Jesus.  What Paul is showing here is what was in the first 
             three verses of the last lesson, that it’s in Christ Jesus.  
		a.   Colossians 3:15-17. Let the peace of God rule in your hearts to the which also 
  		     you are called in one body; and be ye thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in 
   		     you richly in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another in psalms, and 
                     hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  And 
                     whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
                     thanks to God and the Father by Him.
			(1)   It is a living faith in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and we are then
      to abound with thanksgiving.  
(2)   Abounding with thanksgiving when we really see that light and we 
      experience that light and we realize that Jesus Christ is our Savior, but 
      more than that, He is our Lord.  
(3)   We can be in the abundance of thanksgiving. We ought to be singing 
      those songs in our heart, praising God everywhere we go.  
(a)   Inside, not just out in the open.  
(b)   You see a lot of people doing this and living another life and 
      praising the Lord for this and praising the Lord for that and 
      then living for the world. This is not what Paul is talking about.
(4)   We are to take the Lord Jesus Christ and walk in Him – habitually, 
      daily, moment-by-moment, realizing His presence with us.		
		2.   Paul warns us to beware of enticing words of men.
			a.   There are a lot of enticing words of men in Christendom today.
				(1)  Leading people here and there.
				(2)  Saying: You can do it on your own.
				(3)  Teaching: Look at the positive side.
					(a)   The Bible has a lot of negative things to say too.
					(b)   We must be balanced in the Lord Jesus Christ.
		3.   The second thing that Paul warns about is false philosophy.  True philosophy is seeking 
                     after truth.  False philosophy is not seeking after truth.  There is as much false  
                     philosophy today as there was in Colosse in that day.  The strange and false concepts
     of philosophy are based on seven themes: 
			a.   Humanism.  
(1)   Teaches that man is master of his own destiny.  
(2)   This is what is so popular in the world today.  This is what is being 
      taught in our textbooks in schools today.  
(3)   Believing man is the supreme being in the universe.  Its proponents
      say there is no superior power, no superior intelligence to which man 
      need appeal.  We have it all within ourselves.
b.   Materialism.  
(1)   Prevalent today.  
(2)   The chief end of life under this philosophy is the attainment and 
      acquisition of tangible values.  
(3)   The measure of success is not the quality of character, but the quantity
      of things accumulated, or the amount of human knowledge acquired.
c.   Atheism.  
(1)   This theory insists that there cannot be a being such as God.  
(2)   All that exists is by mere chance.  
(3)   It’s evolutionary and certainly that is being taught today.  Evolution – 
      without purpose, without meaning or without direction.  It just 
      happened.
d.   Religionism.  
(1)   This is man’s blind, unguided groping after God, guessing at what God 
may be like, attempting to interpret the character and conduct of God. (2)   It is from the distorted viewpoint of man, who is still in darkness of his
own sin and despair.  
(3)   How can we ever know God from that perspective?  We cannot.
e.  Scientism.  
(1)   Only that that which can be subjected to the scientific method of 
      examination will they accept.  That is the only thing that is real, they 
      say.  
(2)   Everything must be based on the five senses.  Any dimension of 
      divinity or of deity is ruled out as invalid because you can’t touch it, you 
      can’t taste it, you can’t see it, you can’t hear it.  
(3)   How many say:  “Show me God and I’ll believe!” but God says, 
      “Believe and I’ll show you!”
f.  Spiritism.  
(1)   This is the philosophy which includes all the occult and demonism 
      and satanism.
(2)   This includes any and all aspects of contacts with the realm of evil 
      spirits and opposition to God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
g.  Higher criticism.  
(1)   In Christian circles it denies:
(a)  The authenticity of God’s Word.  Men wrote it, so it’s not really
God’s Word, they say.  This began in Germany, you recall, and 
has now moved throughout the world. Under this philosophy 
they say Jesus was a good man, He was a good teacher, but 
deity – no.  
(b)  The necessity for redemption.  They maintain, you don’t really 
     need to be saved – saved from what? 
(c)  Reconciliation of sinful man to a loving God.   
(2)  These people deny these things.  This is very prevalent in Christendom
     today.  It’s called liberalism today, but it goes back to the school of 
     higher criticism – denying Who Jesus Christ really is. 
4.   Christianity since its birth has suffered from four outstanding forms of philosophy.
a.   Sensationalism.  We have that today as it has always been.  
(1)   Today, particularly in a lot of our large ministries, where one has the
      same audience, such as a TV ministry.  Because they have the same
      group over and over, they have to come up with something more 
      sensational, in order keep the funds coming into their group.  
(2)   They go to extremes sometimes, actually distorting the truth. Two
      examples: 
(a)  One example, a group some years ago about when all the fowls 
     of the air will come and feast on the carcasses at Armageddon 
     in Israel. 
(b)  This group wrote a brochure and they had pictures of great 
     vultures that supposedly were multiplying in so many numbers
     and instead of laying one egg, they would have four eggs
(c)  When I went to Israel, I wanted to see these vultures.  I carried 
     one of these brochures with me but I never saw a single vulture.
     I saw animals that had been hit along the side of the road but 
     their carcasses were not being eaten at all; they were drying up.
     No scavengers to eat them.  I thought:  Where did they get this 
     information?  I asked the guides – they had not seen any
     vultures.  They will be there some day – God’s Word says they 
     will be there, but this is sensationalism.  
(d)   A second example, where one sees the same films soliciting
      help are used over and over with the same starving children. 
      It is a terrible thing and they do need help and I’m not running
      that down at all but you will notice that they get the worst 
      pictures and they use those same pictures over and over.  
      You will always see people that are having problems and there
      are some terrible problems, but the answer is Christ, not 
      sensationalism.
b.  Idealism.  
(1)   There are those who say “I don’t sin any more; I’m sanctified.”  
(2)   John said something about that – “the truth is not in you.” 
(3)   When you tell other people that, others can see that you still have 
      problems.  And then these change and say “It’s a mistake with me, but 
      if someone else does it, then it’s sin.” 
c.  Skepticism.  There are many skeptics in Christendom today, even in 
    fundamental Christianity.  
(1)   You and I cannot know someone else’s inner spiritual being.  We
      cannot know it – only God knows our heart.  
(2)   You don’t know if I am saved and I don’t really know if you are saved.
      I trust that you are.  
(3)   We can be fruit inspectors, but only God knows the truth.  However,
      there are always those who run someone down.
d.  Mysticism.  Those who go out in the mystics.  Those who are doing these signs 
    and wonders and that comes back to sensationalism.  
5.   All these things have been around since the very beginning.  All the way through you 
     have skepticism – 
a.   “Did God really say….?” was the first question in the Bible, which was asked by
     the serpent.  
b.   When Jesus Christ was on the Mount of Temptation, Satan said, “I’ll take you up
     to this high pinnacle – look down – just jump off – you know the angels will catch
     you – you won’t be hurt. That would be sensational.  Everyone would run to you
     now”.  But Jesus used the word of God.  
c.   Satan always put doubt in.  
(1)   He puts doubt in the Word of God first of all.  
(2)   He puts doubt in the punishment of God. “God surely won’t kill you”. 
(3)   He puts doubt in the goodness of God – they hid themselves from God 
      and the mercy of God. 
6.  These were some of the problems in the philosophy of the Colossian church.  Paul 
    begins to speak to that.  

Time 22:30
Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

	A.  Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit..
		1.  Plato is completely an example of man’s reasoning and vain deceit.
a.  This philosophy is false, deceitful and it’s vain.  
b.  It has no meaning for the eternal things of God.  
B.  …after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world and not after Christ.  
	1.   You will recall in the gospel accounts that when Christ walked upon this earth over and 
             over He is correcting the doctrines and traditions of men.
a.  “Ye have heard, but I say unto you …”, He would say over and over and correct 
    them.    
b.  The Jews had added so much to God’s Law, adding details to cover the Law 
    though it was never intended to be that way. 
c.  Jesus spent a tremendous amount of His ministry correcting the traditions of 
    men.  
2.   We have many traditions of men today.  
a.  There are traditions of denominations today.  There are men that will stand up
    and teach and preach the tradition of a denomination above the Word of God. 
(1)  It should not be so.  There is a warning here.  This is vain deceit.  This 
     is man’s reasoning.  This is after the rudiments of the world and not 
     after Christ.  
(2)  We need to prove everything by the Word of God.  
3.   True philosophy is searching after truth.  
a.   Pilate was questioning Christ and he said “What is truth?” 
(1)  Truth was standing in front of him.  
(2)  God’s Word is truth.  The Word will make you free and you shall be free 
     indeed.  Jesus Christ is truth.  He said: I am the Way, the Truth and
     the Life.  
b.   We need to look to Christ and that’s what Paul’s message here is.  He is the
     answer to philosophy.  

Time 24:37
Colossians 2:9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

	A.   For in Him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.	
		1.   If you want to know if Jesus Christ is God, if He is deity, then look at the verse.  
a.  “In Him” – who is he talking about? Christ!  
b.  “In Him dwelleth” – always has, always will.  
(1)   He put on the flesh – He did not take away from His deity.  
(2)   He added to His deity the flesh that He might come and be fashioned 
      as a man.
(3)   He humbled Himself in this condition and became obedient unto death, 
      even the death of the cross.  
2.   God cannot die; the flesh was in opposition to God.  
a.   God put on the flesh in His Son, Jesus Christ, came to this earth and 100% of all 
     the fullness of the Godhead was in Him bodily.  
b.   He came, and in Christ Jesus was reconciling the world unto Himself.  
(1)   It doesn’t say 99.9%; 
(2)   It doesn’t say 50%
(3)   It says “all”.  100% of the fullness of the Godhead was in Christ Jesus 
      bodily.		
 
Time 25:45
Colossians 2:10.  And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:

	A.  And ye are complete in him, 
1.   We don’t need anything else.  Today, it’s Jesus plus something.  For example,
a.   Jesus plus a date.  
b.   It’s Jesus plus a denomination.  
c.   It’s Jesus plus baptism.  
d.   It’s Jesus plus tongues.  
2.   It’s no longer the gospel of God’s grace when you add anything to it.  
a.   What Paul is saying here is that Jesus is all.  
b.   We rest in Him completely.  
3.   The word “complete” means “ready for a voyage”.  
a.   It’s a nautical term.  
b.   He’s not talking about the voyage to eternity, although Paul speaks about that in 
     II Timothy, where he says “Now I’m ready to be loosed”.  He’s talking about 
     being loosed from the restriction of his body of flesh to be in the presence of the 
     Lord Himself.  
c.   Here in this passage, Paul’s talking about being ready for the voyage of this life.          
	(1)   In Christ Jesus we have everything.  
(2)   We are ready for life’s voyage.  
(3)   We can go with Him whatever thorns might be, whatever blessings 
      might come, whatever heartaches may come.  We can go with Christ 
      Jesus because we are complete in Him.  
	B.   which is the head of all principality and power: 
		1.   Christ is the answer.  You have seen that on bumper strips.  This is where one gets it 
                     from.  
a.   Someone says, “What’s the question?”  
b.   It doesn’t really matter because all questions come to Him.  
c.   He can give us the answer to everything.  
(1)   Christ is our salvation.  We have salvation in Him.  
(2)   He is our righteousness.  We have no righteousness in ourselves; we 
      are made righteous in Him.  
(3)   He is our holiness, set apart for God’s use.  
(4)   Sanctification – we are seated positionally in the heavenlies in Christ 
      Jesus the moment we accept Him.  As we walk upon this earth in 
      practical sanctification day-by-day, he sets us apart for His use.  
(5)   He is our redemption.  We have no redemption any other way.  
(6)   He is our victory.  We are more than conquerors through Christ Jesus.  
(7)   He is our peace with God and the peace of God that passes all 
      understanding.  It keeps our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus.  
(8)   He is our resurrection power.  He said “I am the resurrection and the 
      life.  He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.
      He that believeth in me shall never die. (John 11:25)  We’ll never be 
      separated from Him.  
(9)   He is our keeper – that means He is our guard; He protects and 
      watches us as we go through this voyage of life and nothing can come 
      to us but what he allows. He surrounds us completely. Whatever 
      comes into our lives, whatever he allows to come through is for our
      good and His glory.  
(10)  We are predestined to be conformed to the image of the Lord Jesus 
      Christ.  Therefore, all things work together for good to those who love
      the Lord, those who have been called according to His purpose. 
(11)  He is our very life.  We saw in Colossians 1:17 that all things consist 
      by Him.  
(12)  He is our Savior, He is our Redeemer, He is our All in All.  Redeemer
      means He purchased us off the slave market.  He paid the price and 
      purchased us.  
2.   What Paul was saying to these Colossians and those that were Gnostics who thought
     they knew so much and who thought they didn’t need God, as so many think today, is 
     that only in Christ is one complete.  One is ready for the voyage of life in Him.  	
	 

Time 30:12
Colossians 2:11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:

	A. In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, 
1.   What is he talking about there?  
a.   Ephesians 2:11.  Remember that ye being in times past Gentiles in the flesh, 
     who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the 
     flesh made by hands; (which was a sign to the Jews).  
b.   Ephesians 2:12.  That at that time ye were without Christ, (they were
     uncircumcised in their hearts and they were without Christ) being aliens from the 
     commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having 
     no hope, and without God in the world. 
c.   Ephesians 2:13.  But now in Christ Jesus ye who were once far off are made
     near by the blood of Christ.
2.   Paul is talking about spiritual circumcision.  
a.   This is what we call the new birth experience.  Jesus said “Ye must be born 
     again”.  (John 3:3)
b.   Galatians 6:15.  In Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing
                             (circumcision by the hands) nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.  
(1)   We are a new creature.  
c.   Galatians 6:16.  And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them
     and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.
3.  He is talking here about the new birth.  
a.   Romans 8:9.  Ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of 
     God dwell in you.  Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
     His. 
b.   Romans 8:10.  And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the 
     Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
(1)   Not our righteousness, but the righteousness of Jesus Christ is imputed 
      to every born-again believer.  
(2)   We have Him as the earnest of our expectations, the guarantee that we 
      will be in His presence as a purchased possession.  
(3)   We have Him as a seal of the finished transaction of our heart and our 
      life.  We belong to God.  
c.   All through the Old Testament this is spoken of.  We don’t have time to go 
     through the Scriptures at this time, but they are there.  

B.  …in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:
1.   The cutting away of the flesh, the putting away, the dying of the old man to the flesh and 
     living to Christ by the circumcision of Christ.  
2.   This also shows identification.  
a.   Just like baptism means identification. 
b.   Paul uses baptism as an illustration and shows we are identified with Christ. 
	(1)   When Christ came and suffered John the Baptist to baptize Him in the 
              Jordan River, He was identifying with mankind’s sin.  
(2)   It was baptism unto repentance.  Repentance of what? – sin.  
(a)  Jesus had no need to be baptized for repentance of sin.
(b)  He had no sin, but He was identifying with your sin and my sin.
c.   And now when we have a baptism service, it is identification with Christ’s 
     payment for our sins, His death, His burial and His resurrection.  We are 
     identified with His finished work.  		 

Time 34:29
Colossians 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

	A. Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him 		
1.   Knowing that He is a risen Savior.  
a.   If you are going to be saved you need to have the heart assurance that Jesus 
     Christ is the living Savior.  
b.   If you believe that He is the Lord; if you believe that He is Jesus, the Savior, and 
     you believe that He is raised from the dead with your whole heart, then you 
     agree with your mouth and you have salvation by accepting His finished work.   
	B.  … through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.	
1.   Salvation is by resurrection power.  
a.   If Christ is not a living Savior, if He came into this world, lived a sinless life and 
     died on the cross of Calvary, and that was the end of it, we wouldn’t have any 
     salvation.  
b.   All we would have would be a glaring rebuke against our lives because there 
     was one that lived a sinless life and if one could do it, we all should be able to 
     do it too.  
c.   But we can’t live a sinless life because we are born children of Adam with a sin 
     nature, separated from God and it’s the resurrection power of the Lord Jesus 
     Christ that brings our salvation.
2.   Romans 5:8-10  God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
     sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by His blood, we shall 
     be saved from wrath through Him.  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled
     to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His 
     life.
3.   Jesus has accomplished it all.  Paul is showing that we are joined together with a living 
     Savior and because He lives, we have life and we have life eternal.  That’s what He 
     came to give us.  

Time 36:29
Colossians 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;

	A.  And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
1.   We were living in the flesh, we were not cut off from the flesh, 
	B.  … hath he made alive together with him, 	
2.   It’s done, past, once and for all 
	C.  … having forgiven you all trespasses;
1.   Isn’t that beautiful!  Forgiveness is one of the most wonderful things in the world.  God 
     has forgiven us.  Why?  Because we’re so good?  No!  For Christ’s sake, He’s 
     forgiven us.  Ephesians 4:32.
2.   We’re made alive with Him – with Who?  The living Savior, with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3.   That salvation is not improvement of the old nature is what Paul is showing here.  That’s 
     what the philosophers were philosophizing about.  They say:  “you can just improve 
     yourself.”  
4.   How many today think there is salvation in the Sermon on the Mount? There is not one 
     bit of salvation in the Sermon on the Mount.
a.   First of all, no one can live it. 
b.   Secondly, there is not one drop of blood in it.  Without the shedding of blood, 
     there is no remission of sin.
c.   Jesus never gave that as a salvation message.  
d.   Paul says this: This is the life that Christians can have by the power of the Spirit 
     and the finished work of Christ and this is what the Kingdom is going to be like. 
(1)   The Kingdom of heaven – that time when Jesus is ruling here on this 
      earth.  
(2)   That hasn’t come yet.  
5.   It is not an improvement of the old nature, but it is an impartation of a new nature.  
a.  II Corinthians 5:17.  If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
    passed away; behold, all things are become new.”   
(1)   Like the cutting away of circumcision, but this is not done with hands.
(2)   We’re redeemed by His blood, we have, as Peter says, the divine 
      nature, 
(3)   We’re still in the flesh though, and there is warfare between the Spirit
      nature that God imparts to us and the old nature that we’re born into 
      and these two natures are contrary to one another.  
b.   Galatians 6:   But you can’t do the things that you would do.  
(1)   There is victory because you can’t go back and be happy doing the 
      things you used to do in the flesh when you’re born-again and have the
      Spirit of God within you.  
(2)   You have victory and all you have to do is to surrender to the Lord. 
      How are you going to have victory?  Surrender.  He says “You want 
      to do it, you go ahead.  But if you surrender, I’ll help.”  
c.  That’s what Jesus meant when He said : Whatsoever things are loosed on earth  
    will be loosed in heaven; whatsoever things are bound on earth, will be bound in 
    heaven.  
(1)   We do that with our children.  
(2)   Our children go out and they are going to do it their way and they are
      not going to listen to Mom and Dad and then they make a mess out of 
      it and they come back – “I can’t do it, will you help me?”  
(3)   And only then are we able to help them.  Until then we cannot help 
      them and God can’t help you or me until we come to that point where 
      we say “God, I can’t do it.  Not my will, but Thy will”.
6.   If you have never received the Lord Jesus Christ into your heart, or if you have and you
     have never made Him Lord – He’s your Savior, but you’ve never made Him Lord - just
     surrender to Him and walk habitually daily in the Spirit with thanksgiving and joy and let 
     Him fill you with all the fullness for the journey of this life.  It’s there, it’s available.  He’s
     done it all.  
     Don’t listen the stories of men in great swelling words, don’t listen to man’s reasoning;  
     listen to the Word of God.  Listen to the teaching of the Spirit.
Time 41:06 End


