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 BIBLE STUDY OUTLINE FOR - COLOSSIANS 

COLOSSIANS  3:1-15

Time 0:00
Overview of Bible Study
Beginning with Chapter 3 and going through Chapter 4, we’ll be looking at the practical application of that doctrine to the Colossians.  If He is preeminent in all things, then let’s make Him preeminent in our life as we walk here upon this earth.  As in the song, “Footprints of Jesus”, how are we going to know where Jesus is if we don’t see His footprints and where His footprints are in our lives.  People will look to us and see if we are reflecting the walk of the Lord Jesus Christ, living through us.  This is what Paul is talking about here.  He is talking about Christ being preeminent in our lives.  This means dedication.  You hear people saying, “I’m dedicated to Christ”, “I’m dedicated to Christianity”, “I’m dedicated to the Church”.  What is dedication?  Letting Christ be preeminent in our lives daily, continually. We begin now to see the practical application of what has previously been said and we see that believers’ thoughts are to be the affections in the heavenly places.  We are to place our thoughts there in Christ Jesus.  We are to look to Him.

Review of Previous Study
In the first two chapters of the Epistle to the Colossians we saw the teaching of the Apostle Paul in doctrine and now as all these Epistles show us, the doctrine comes first and then the practical application of the doctrine that has been taught.  
We saw that the theme of Colossians is the preeminence of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
1.  First of all, He is pre-eminent because He is part of the Trinity.  In Him dwells all of the
     fullness of the Godhead bodily.  And so we see that He is the second person of the Godhead – 
     the Son, the eternal Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  
2.  We saw also that he is preeminent over all of creation because He is the Creator.  All things 
     were created by Him and for Him and without Him was nothing created that was created.  
3.  We saw that He is preeminent over the resurrection because He is the resurrection and the 
     life.  He is preeminent in all these things.


Time 2:30
Colossians 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

	A.  If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above,		
1.   The “if” here is the “if” of argument and actually means “since”.
		2.   The word “seek” is really very important.  
			a.  It means “to have an urgent desire”, “an ambition toward Christ”.
				(1)   We have ambitions in the world.  
(2)   We have ambitions in sports. 	
	(a)  If you were running an Olympic race, you would see it 
                   as an urgent thing.  
	(b)  You would be running to win the prize, would you not?
			b.  Paul is using that same example to show we are to seek those things 
                                               which are above, those things that are eternal, not the things upon 
                                               this earth that are just temporal.   We are to seek that which is above.  
				(1)   John 10:10b.  “I am come that they might have life, and that 
                                                           they might have it more abundantly.”
					(a)   Jesus wants to give us the abundant life.
					(b)   The way to have abundant life is to seek Him.
				(2)   Put God first and all these things will be added unto you.
			c.   Thus, we see that we are to seek first of all, those things that are above.	
	B.  …where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.
		1.   The experience of the Christian walk is to seek where Jesus is sitting.  
			a.  He is the head.  You will recall that this is showing Christ as preeminent 
                                            as the head.
				(1)   We saw previously that there were those whose head was 
                                                           held very loosely to the body.  That means that they did not 
                                                           have the head screwed on right. 
				(2)   If the head wasn’t in full function with the body, the body would 
                                                           dry out.
					(a)   Paul spoke of the blood as the life and everything that 
                                                                        comes through us is the nourishment.
					(b)   Colossians 2:19.  “Not holding the head from which all 
                                                                        the body by joints and bands having nourishment 
                                                                        ministered, and knit together increaseth with the increase 
                                                                        of God.
				(3)   Life and cleansing comes through the blood.
					(a)   If you cut off the blood circulation, that limb will soon die 
                                                                        and dry up.
					(b)   If we cut off the circulation around our neck, what happens 
                                                                        to the body?
		2.  This is what Paul is saying – we are to look to the head – He is preeminent.
			a.   We get the sustenance of life from Jesus.
				(1)   Just like the blood flowing through our body – it cleanses us and 
                                                           Takes out those impurities.
				(2)   It gives to us that freshness and as we look to God and as the 
                                                           Spirit fills us and cleanses us through the Word 
					(a)   By the washing of regeneration of the Word 
					(b)   Through the Spirit of God, we’re cleansed and given life 
                                                                        as we walk through this world.  
		3.  We see Christ seated at the right hand of God – the highest place of authority.	

Time 05:40
Colossians 3:2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

	A.  Set your affection on things above,	
		1.   This is a command.  	 
			a.   Paul doesn’t say “If you feel like it”….
			b.   He doesn’t say “If it’s your fancy today”…
			c.   Paul says you are to do this.
		2.   The word “affection” means your mind. 
	B.  …not on things on the earth.
		1.   What do you set your mind on?  What is the first thing you think of when you get 
                                up in the morning?   What is the thing that you think of last as you go to bed at 
                                night? As you go through the day?
	We’re busy about the things of our life, our business and all, but is Jesus going 

      through it with us?
			a.   Are we realizing that He wants to be there with us?
			b.   Are we realizing that we are representing Him – that we are His 
                                footprints?
		3.   Paul is talking here about our minds.  The warfare is in the mind.  If our mind is 
                                on those things that are right, we won’t have the problems, you see.
a.   Philippians 4:8.  “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever 
      things are honest, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, 
      whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report; if there 
      be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think of these things”.
	(1)   Someone has said that this is the briefest biography of the Lord 
                    Jesus Christ we have in the Word of God and that certainly is true 
                     because He fits into each of these categories.
b.   Philippians 4:9.  “Those things that ye have both learned, and received, 
      and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you”.
	(1)   Practice thinking on these things.
	(2)   We’ll see the practical application of this as Paul gives 
                    instructions in this.
(3)   Man is seeking after peace.  This is the number one thing that 
       man is seeking – to have that peace in his heart.
			c.   Paul gives us instructions on how we are to have that peace.

Time 07:51
Colossians 3:3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.

For ye are dead, 
1.   We’re dead and yet we have life.  
a.   It’s a paradox.  
b.   We’re dead to the old life; we’re alive to Christ. 
2.   When did this happen?  Where did this happen?
a.   Galatians 2:19. ”For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live 
       unto God.”
	Galatians 2:20. “ I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless  I live; yet not I, but

                                             Christ liveth in me; and the life that I now live I live by the faith of the Son of 
                                             God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.”
(1)   Over 1900 years ago we died when Christ died.
(2)    We’re alive because Christ lives.  
(3)    We were dead in trespasses but now we have eternal life.
			c.   Galatians 2:21.  “I do not frustrate this grace of God; (unmerited favor), for if
      righteousness came by the law, then Christ is dead in vain”.
			          	(1)    If anyone could be saved by keeping any of the ordinances, by
                                                            baptism, by any ceremony, by any ethical struggle, by any church
                                                            membership or anything else, but by the blood of Jesus Christ, 
                                                                    then the greatest mistake that could ever have been made in 
                                                            eternity was that Jesus came and died for our sins.  
(2)    But the truth of the matter is that no one can be saved apart 
        from Christ’s shed blood.  
	For without the shedding of blood there is no remission

       of sin.
	So God identifies us with the death of the Lord Jesus 

       Christ when we accept His payment for our sins.   The 
       wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
       through Jesus Christ our Lord.  God commended His 
       love towards us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 
       died for us.  He who knew no sin died for us, took our 
       place, placed the sins of the world upon Him on the cross 
       of Calvary.
                                                            (3)   Therefore, whosoever will accept the payment, that gift, the 
payment of our sins can have eternal life.  
	We are to then live like we’re dead to the old man.  
	 If the old man is dead, there’s no life in it, is there?  
	 But the new man is alive and that’s what Paul talks about here. 		

	 …and your life is hid with Christ in God.
	My whole life is hidden in Christ.  
	God doesn’t see it any more.  
	 He sees me the way He sees Jesus because Jesus paid for 

       my sins. 
	 He no longer sees me the way I am.  

 He sees me as just as Jesus is just.  
	 Does that give me a right or license to continue to sin?  
	Paul says:  God forbid.  
	   b.    How can we who are dead to sin continue to live any longer therein?  
	(1)    If we’re dead, we have full power over the old life. 	
	(2)    Someone who has all kinds of problems and if they are dead, 
                  those problems are done away with; they don’t have any desires 
                  any more.   

Time 11:20
Colossians 3:4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.

	A.  When Christ, who is our life,		
1.   We see where we get our life from.
a.   We’re not in our glorified bodies yet; we’re still in this body of flesh and as 
      long as we’re in this body of flesh, there’s going to be a warfare, a struggle 
      going on between the flesh and the spirit.  
(1)   Our soul is in the middle; the real you and the real me is our soul.  
(2)   We were spiritually dead, separated from God.  
b.   When we accepted the Lord Jesus Christ, the spirit of God joined back 
      with our spirit that was lost in Adam.  
(1)   All of us were born in that state.  
(2)   As born-again believers, we have a relationship with God through 
       the Spirit by the blood of Jesus Christ.  
2.   We are drawn back to Him, but we’re still in the old flesh. 
a.   So now we have the flesh, we have the spirit and between this we have 
      the soul and it’s exorcised between these two.  
b.   It will be a happy day for Christians when they realize that we still have 
      the old nature and it’s a struggle between these two.  
(1)   They are contrary one to another Paul says in Galatians 5:17 
        and we cannot do the things that we would.  
(2)   We cannot go back to the same.  That’s a sign of victory, that 
       isn’t defeat.  
(a)   It means that we cannot go back and be happy living in 
       the old life we used to live.  
(b)   We’ll be the most miserable people in the world if we try.  
        We can go back there, but we won’t be happy there.   
3.   Paul has given us instructions here on how to be happy, how to have peace, how 
      to have joy in our life, how to have fellowship, how to live this new life in the spirit.  
      So we are to yield to the Spirit and the soul then is drawn to the Spirit.
	…. shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.
	That’s when the rapture takes place.   
	See that He is glorified now, see that He is at the right hand of God the Father, 

       we are positionally in Christ Jesus in the heavenlies.  
	When He comes back and gives us our glorified body in the first resurrection, then 

                                we will be reflecting that new glory.  We only reflect a little of it now.
4.   Philippians 3:10.  “That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and 
      the fellowship of His suffering, being made conformable unto His death…”  to know 
      the reality of Christ.   Do you know really know the reality of the Lord Jesus Christ?
                                      a.   I John 1:1.  “That which was from the beginning (that which has always 
                   been) which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 
                   have looked upon and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 
	b.   I John 1:2.   “(For the life was manifested and we have seen it, and bear 
                   witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father 
                   and was manifested unto us)”.
	c.   I John 3:1.  “Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
                   us, that we should be called the children of God: therefore the world 
                   knoweth us not, because it knew Him not”.
	d.   I John 3:2.   “Beloved, now are we the children of God and it doth not yet 
                   appear what we shall be; but we know that, when He shall appear, we 
                   shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”  
	e.   I John 3:3   “And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, 
                   even as He is pure….”
	(1)   If you’re expecting Jesus to come back at any moment, we 
                 should live in that expectation because He is coming back, 
	(2)   Note it doesn’t say if He comes back, it says when Christ shall 
                 appear then shall we appear with Him in glory.  		
		(a)   Then we will see Him face-to-face, then we will be just 
                              like Him, then will we be standing at the Bema seat of 
                              heaven and be judged for our works and stewardship as 
                              Christians and that which is wood, hay and stubble will 
                              be burned up – that which is done in the flesh, that which 
                              has no benefit to that which is in heaven, but that which 
                              is gold, silver and precious stone will endure and be 
                              more precious.  
	(b)   The crowns that we can earn and lay at His feet for what 
    	        He has done for us!  We won’t want to wear on the 
                   streets of gold!
5.   Paul begins here to show that Jesus is alive and because He is pre-eminent and 
      because He is alive and we have life in Him, let’s live like it.   That’s practical.  
      That’s coming right down to where we live.  He begins by showing the Christian 
      living in verse 5.
a.   First of all Paul speaks about a personal holiness and then a holiness in 
      relation to others.  He speaks about holiness in the home and holiness 
      on the job.  
b.   Someone has said that if Christians were as afraid of sin as they are of 
      holiness that would be a wonderful thing. 
	So many of us are scared to death of holiness.  What does 

       holiness mean?  It means “to be set aside to be used of God”.
	We ought not to be afraid of that, we ought to seek that, we 

       ought to joy in that.  We ought to be a vessel unto honor that 
                                                                          the Spirit can fill and that Jesus can live through us and walk 
                                                                          through us and we can truly be His footprints.  
                                                (3)   Paul begins to show how we can live a holy life set apart unto
                                                                         Him.
Time 17:14
Colossians 3:5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

	A.  Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; 
  		1.   Mortify the flesh.
			a.   Positionally we are in Christ Jesus, but as long as we’re still breathing 
                                             and in this body, we are still here upon this earth.  
	So we are to put to death – that’s what “mortify” means – to put to 

       death that earthly part of our lives.  Then Paul names what we are to 
       mortify:
	B.   …fornication. 	
		1.   Is sexual immorality.  			
			a.   This had to do with religious services in many of the false paganistic
 	                              religions.  
			b.   Paul says that this is not to be in the church.
(1)   However, it’s active today in some religions of the world, in 
       witchcraft and satanic worship.  There is always sexual 
       immorality in these practices.
				(2)   The world is attacking us through these things also.
	C.   …uncleaness.
		1.   This includes our thoughts, our words, our looks, our gestures, the jokes that we 
                                tell.   		
		2.   Before I came to the Lord Jesus Christ, I was like many of you, maybe worse 
                                in the language that I used and the jokes that I told, but when I came to the Lord 
                                Jesus Christ, something happened.  They no longer had any meaning to me.  I 
                                no longer wanted to tell those jokes; I no longer wanted to use that same 
                                language and if it slipped, it was like a knife piercing into me, and you know 
                                something else?  
			a.   All of those things are still in the back of mind.  I wish they had never 
                                             been there to start with.  
			b.   But they are there and only by the grace of God, He keeps them in the 
                                             back of my mind.  
		3.   When people are put under certain drugs or hypnoses or if they have mental 
                                problems, they revert back; even fine Christians say these same things.  Why?  
                                Because they’re there; that’s the old man – that’s what we’re to put to death – 
		      that’s what we’re to put away.  
	D.   ….inordinate affection.   
		1.   Uncontrolled passion and lust.  Put it away!  
		2.   Satan uses these same areas to attack our minds continually.  
			a.   When you turn on the TV, these are the things that are being promoted 
                                             and sold.  
			b.   When one goes to a movie, most of you as a Christian can’t stand to go 
                                             in to see it.  Even Walt Disney has way-out movies any more that portray
                                             demonism and witchcraft.  These kinds of things are bombarding us 
                                             continually.  
	E.   ….evil desires.  
	F.   ….covetousness, which is idolatry.  	
		1.   It is the worship of whatever we put our mind on or our energy to constantly – that 
                                becomes an idol.  Is it making another dollar; is it materialism?  God doesn’t say 
                                that we shouldn’t have these things, but when we make them our god it becomes 
                                idolatry.   
		2.   What do you think of when you get up in the morning?  What do you think of when 
                                you go  to bed at night?  What do you think of during the day? 
			a.    Do you wake up praising God that He gave you a good night’s rest, and 
                                              looking forward to a wonderful day and a wonderful walk with Him as you 
                                              go to your job or wherever you are going?  
			b.   When you go to bed at night do you thank Him for being with you that 
                                             day and watching over you as you sleep and giving you a restful night, 
                                             or are you thinking about something of the world?  If you’re thinking 
                                             about something of the world, then that becomes your idol.  The Lord 
                                             says “Put God first and all these things will be added to you”.  He came 
                                             to give us life; He came to give it to us more abundantly, but we restrict 
                                             that abundant life by putting things before God.  

Time 22:10
Colossians 3:6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:

For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 
1.   We see in this in our personal holiness if we put these things first, then we’re 
      no different from the one that’s in the world.
2.   We don’t have a life that’s changed and living to the new man but we’re still 
      looking to the old man. 
3.   We sin because we’re sinners because that is the nature we have.  	 

Time 22.44
Colossians 3:7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.

In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.                                                                          	
                        1.   This was your normal way of life and we all know that this is true. 
	2.   In our old way of life, this is how we lived; this is what we looked to.  
            3.   And Paul says “You Colossians were the same”.   You did these things.  Ye 
                  also once walked when ye lived in them.  
	4.   There is a difference when we come to Jesus.  Something happens.

Time 23:18
Colossians 3:8  But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.

	A.  But now ye also put off all these; 
		1.    Not only what he said before, but he’s adding to that list.  
	B.   …anger.  Ephesians 4:26a.  “Be ye angry and sin not.”  
		1.    We have permission to be angry.  Paul says put off anger.  There’s a type of 
		       anger that’s not bad and a type of anger that’s good and a type of anger that 
                                 is bad.  
			a.   There’s righteous indignation.  That’s what Jesus had when He 
                                             overturned the money changers’ tables, made a whip and drove 
                                             them out.  
				(1)   That kind of anger is one thing.  God is angry with sin.  
				(2)   We’re to be angry with sin, not the sinner, but sin.  
			b.   Paul says you have permission to be angry, but don’t let it become 
                                             sin.  When does anger become sin?  
				(1)   If it comes as verbal or physical abuse, it becomes sin.  
				(2)   We need to be careful because the world watches us.  If we 
                                                           become angry and show that anger,  all the world will say 
                                                           “I thought you were a Christian.  Christians aren’t supposed 
                                                           to get angry; they are to turn the other cheek 70 times 7”.  
		2.   The Bible says that we need to be very careful in these areas.  
	C.    ….wrath.  
		1.   What is wrath?  
			a.   Ephesians  4:26b.  “Let not the sun go down on your wrath.”  
			b.   Wrath is when we hold an animosity in us.  
			c.   Where we refuse to forgive someone, then anger becomes sin and 
                                             it becomes wrath.
	D.   ….malice.  
		1.   This is when we become vindictive in our anger.  
			a.   Ephesians 4:27.   “Neither give place to the devil.”  
			b.   It becomes malice when we give place to the devil and are vengeful 
                                             against someone with whom we are angry.  	
	E.   ….blasphemy.  
		1.   We can blaspheme against God.  
			a.   If we become hateful to God and we hate God for something that 
                                            comes in our life, we begin to blame God for that.  
			b.   Many Christians are guilty of blasphemy against God.  
		2.   Blasphemy against a fellow man is when we begin to run a person’s name 
                                down. Paul says we are not to do this.
	F.   ….filthy communication out of your mouth.  			 
		1.   This is grievous to God when we act that way and it is not Christ-like and is 
                                certainly part of the old nature of the flesh to which we are supposed to be dead.       

Time 26:46
Colossians 3:9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;

	A.  Lie not one to another, 
		1.   Lying is one of the first things that we do in life.  
			a.   Psalm 58:3.  “The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray 
                                             as soon as they are born, speaking lies.”   
			b.   We see where lies come from.  John 8:44.  “Ye are of your father the 
                                             devil and the lusts of your father ye will do.  He was a murderer from the
                                             beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.  
                                             When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the 
                                             father of it.”  
			c.   If we are born-again believers, and in Christ Jesus, why do we go back 
                                             to the old nature and lie.  It is one of the worst things that a Christian can 
                                             do.  
				(1)   Ephesians 4:25.  “Wherefore, put away lying, speak every man 
                                                           truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another.”  
				(2)   Colossians 3:3.  “Ye are dead and your life is hidden in the truth”.  
                                                           Jesus Christ is truth.  His word is truth.  How can we go back 
                                                           and lie?  
	B.   …seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;	
		1.   As a Christian walk, we put off the old things.  The things we put off are like a 
                                garment. 
			a.    Garments are called habits.  
				(1)   You have a riding habit if you like to ride horses.  
				(2)   You have a golfing habit if you like to golf.  
			b.    Paul says you are to take off these old habits.  How can you replace a 
                                              habit? 
				(1)   There is no place in the Bible that says that we are to be a void.  
				(2)   God hates voids.  
		2.   We are to put on a new habit.  Take off the old habit and put on a new habit. 
			a.   Whenever you wear certain clothes, people identify you by what you’re
                                          wearing.  
			b.   When I was with the highway patrol, I wore a patrol uniform that identified 
                                             me as a highway patrolman.                                   
				(1)   That was my habit but I’m not a highway patrolman any more 
                                                            and I don’t put on that uniform any more.                                         
				(2)   People have to recognize me not by how I dress now but how 
                                                           I act.   Are my habits the Christian habit.  

Time 29:35
Colossians 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:

	A.  And have put on the new man, 
		1.   The new man is Christ.  The only way the church can represent Him on this 
                                earth is how we act.  
			a.   What are our habits?  
				(1)   Do we replace the old habit of the old man with the Christian 
                                                           habit or do we still live in those old habits?  
				(2)   I want to live for the Lord Jesus Christ.
 	                                                (a)   Admittedly, I fail Him but I praise God that He corrects 
                                                                   me when I fail Him.   
					(b)   He takes me to the woodshed and that’s a sign of 
                                                                   sonship – a sign that He loves me.  
					(c)   He shows me these are the things He doesn’t want me 
                                                                   to do and the things that He wants me to do. 
                                                b.    We need to understand that we are being exorcised between 
                                                           the old man and the new man.			
 			c.   The new habit is the new patterns of our life.  
				(1)   The new man must live by the power of the Holy Spirit.   That’s 
                                                            the way we can live a Christian life.
	                                    (2)    II Corinthians 3:2-5. “Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, 
                                                            known and read of all men:  Forasmuch as ye are manifestly 
                                                            declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not 
                                                            with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God: not with tables of 
                                                            stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.  And such trust we have
                                                            through Christ to towards God:  Not that we are sufficient of 
                                                            ourselves to think anything as of ourselves, but our sufficiency 
                                                            is of God.”
		2.   The Christian walk is not a hard walk; it’s an impossible walk.  
			a.   It’s impossible in the flesh.  But all things are possible through Christ 
                                             Jesus. 
			b.   The key is to surrender and let Jesus live through you.  Put on Jesus.  
                                             Put on the new habit.   
B.   …which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:
		1.  With the new habits, the new patterns of life …..

Time  32:10
Colossians 3:11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.

Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
1.  The different nationalities.  Jew or Gentiles.
	….circumcision nor uncircumcision, 

       1.  Has to do with religion.
….Barbarian, Scythian, 
	      1.   No matter what our background is.  
2.   Barbarians – those who don’t speak the same language as we do.
3.   Sythians were at the lower lane of humanity at this time.  We would call them 
      savages or bushmen today.   They had savage practices; warlike people who 
      would kill, scalp, cut open the skull, drink blood from it. That’s pretty savage, 
        but even some of these people got saved.
	 …bond nor free: 

1.    Our social standing.  Wherever we are.
	  …but Christ is all, and in all.  

		1.   In Christ we are all one. He is the catalyst.  
			a.   It is He who takes things that will not join together to unite.  
			b.   A catalyst causes chemicals that will not join together to make them 
                                             unite and come together.
		2.   In the body of Christ it doesn’t matter if they’re savages, if they’re educated, 
                                whatever religious background or creed or race they come from, they are all 
                                one in Christ.  
		3.   We can go anywhere in the world and find brothers and sisters in Christ, 
                                have that catalyst of Jesus and be united together.  
			a.   We’ve experienced that in many parts of the world.  
			b.   That is the family of God.  
			c.    So, race, religion, creed or background makes no difference.  
		4.   Now Paul begins to show the wardrobe of the new man.  What are you 
                                wearing?

Time 34:32
Colossians 3:12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;

	A.  Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
	B.   ….tender mercies. 
		 1.   Have a heart of compassion.  
		 2.   This is what the world is looking for.   
	C.   … kindness,	   	
		1.    This means to be helpful to others.  
 	D.   …. humbleness of mind.
		1.   Not just humbleness, but humbleness of mind.
			a.   Philippians 2:5.   “Let this mind be in you which is also in Christ Jesus.”
			b.   Christ humbled himself and became obedient unto death.  He died 
                                             for us.
			c.    Are we willing to die for others?
	E.   ….meekness.  
		1.   Meekness of the spirit.
		1.   This is not weakness. 
		2.   It means to be under the control of the Spirit.
	F.   ….Longsuffering.  
		1.   That means to be long-burning; not having a short fuse.
			a.    A while ago he talked about anger and wrath. 
			b.    Now he says we are to be longsuffering.

Time 35:45
Colossians 3:13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.

	A.   Forbearing one another,
		1.    Carrying each other’s load.  
		2.    Lifting up the burdens off each other.		
	B.   ….and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ 
                    forgave you, so also do ye.
		1.    Why did Christ forgive us?   Why has God forgiven us?
			a.   Ephesians 4:32.  “Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
                                             one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”	 

Time 36:24
Colossians 3:14 And above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfectness.

	A.    And above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfectness.
		1.    Love is the highest element because God is love;
		2.    God is righteous.  We must put a balance there.  He must bring judgment on 
                                 sin.
		3.    But love is the super glue that holds all of the graces together that Paul has 
                                 mentioned here.
			a.   All of this is by grace.  
			b.   It is the fruit of the Holy Spirit.  
				(1)   Galatians 5:22&23.  The fruit of the Holy Spirit is love, joy, 
                                                           peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
                                                           self-control:
				(2)   We can’t produce these ourselves.  He must produce them in us.

Time 37:17
Colossians 3:15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.

	A.    And let the peace of God 
		1.  The peace of God – means happiness we have in God.  
			a.   He doesn’t want to make us unhappy.  
			b.   A lot of people say “I don’t want to accept Christ because I would lose
                                             too much of the joy and happiness of this world if I have to miss all of 
                                             these things.
				(1)   No, you’re miserable and don’t even know it.
				(2)   You don’t know what true happiness is until you come to the 
                                                           Lord Jesus Christ.  
	B.   …rule in your hearts
			a.   “Rule” here means to umpire.  
			b.   Let Christ make the decision in your heart.  
	C.   … to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.
		1.    Paul finished with the last phrase “be ye thankful”.  
			a.   That’s a command.  No matter what the circumstances are, we are to 
                                             be thankful.  
				(1)   Why?  Because all things work together for good to those that 
                                                           are called -  to those who love the Lord.   To those who are 
                                                           called according to His purpose for our life.
				(2)    God doesn’t make mistakes. 
					(a)   We don’t always understand it, but some day He’ll 
                                                                        reveal it to us.
					(b)   James says “Count it all joy when you fall in diverse 
                                                                        trials”.
			b.   If you lack knowledge, if you lack understanding, ask of God.
				(1)    He will reveal it to you.
				(2)    He won’t scold you.
				(3)    He will give you the answer.
		2.   Are you seeking after God or are you seeking after the things of the world?  
                                Your soul is 	being exorcised between these two.
			a.   They are contrary one to another.  They war one with another 
			b.    They cannot be reconciled.  You cannot do the things that you used 
                                              to do. 
			c.    You have victory; you’ll not have happiness going back into the world; 
                                              you’ll be miserable.
				(1)    You can only have happiness when you put on the new habit, 
                                                             the new man, the wardrobe of the Lord Jesus Christ.
				(2)    If you have never accepted Jesus Christ I invite you make that 
                                                            decision  for Him.  Let Him live His life through you.
Time 40:00  End

				



