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 BIBLE STUDY OUTLINE FOR - COLOSSIANS 

COLOSSIANS  3:16-4:1


Time 0:00
Overview of Bible Study
As we begin in verse 16 we will see holiness in the home and holiness on the job.  Paul, in his practical application of these instructions, gives us the instructions of how we are to live holy lives in our everyday walk.  He begins by talking about the Word of God.

Review of Previous Study
            As we have been looking in the Book of Colossians, last time we started in Chapter 3.  We saw that this is the practical application of the doctrinal part that the Apostle Paul had instructed in the first two chapters.  As we began this chapter, Paul was speaking about the holiness of our lives.  He began in verse 1 through verse 11 talking about personal holiness which we saw the last time.  “Holines”s means to be set apart for God’s use.  Then we saw holiness in our relations to others, through to verse 15.  

Time 1:02
Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

A.    Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing 
        one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 
        hearts to the Lord.  
		1.   As we look at the Word of God, we see that the devil really attacks the 
		      Word; he doesn’t want us to get into the Word; he doesn’t want us to study 
		      the 	Word; he doesn’t want us to really understand the Word.  
			a.   Why?  Because the Word is where we know about Jesus.  
			b.   And it’s Jesus that we come to that saves us.  
		2.   So he says “let the word of Christ dwell” – that means make its home with 
		      you.  
			a.   A home is a place with which you are familiar.  
				(1)   You can go into your home and you can turn off the light
                                                            switches at night and you know where the light switches 
				        are.
				(2)   You know where everything is in your home.  
				(3)    It’s a place of familiarity.  
			b.   The word of God should be as familiar as where you live. 
				(1)   We should know where to reach in and find the answers 
                                                           to whatever we need as we walk in this life.  
				(2)    It’s very important, but the devil tries to keep us from 
                                                            being in God’s Word.  
			c.    I Peter 1:23.  “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
			       incorruptible,  by the word of God, which lives and abideth for 
                                               ever.” 
				(1)    “Corruptible seed” means the flesh.
				(2)    It is through the Word that we come to Christ.  
			d.    I Peter 2:2 “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the 
                                              Word, that ye may grow through it:”  
				(1)   Not only are we born by the Word of God because 
                                                           faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word. 
				(2)   The Word of God is speaking about the Lord Jesus 
                                                           Christ.  
		3.   So, if we are going to know Him, we need to go to the Word of God.  
			a.   The first promise after man fell was the seed of woman would 
                                             come - that was Jesus - and the last verses of the Bible gives 
                                             the invitation where the bridegroom, Christ and the bride, the 
                                             Church give the invitation “Come”  and Jesus says “All that will, 
                                             come unto Me and I will give you rest”.  
			b.    It needs to dwell in us richly.  If you want riches, it is in the word 
                                              of God.  I like the word “rich” there, because when we think 
                                              about being rich, we think about precious treasures, don’t we?
                                                    (1)   And where do you find precious treasures?  
                                                           You have to dig for them.  
				(2)   You have to dig in the Word of God to find the 
                                                           precious treasures.   They are all through the Word of 
                                                           God.  It’s exciting.  
		4.   In Psalm 119, we have the instructions and God leading us in life.
                                      a.   Psalm 119:9,   “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? 
                                            By taking heed thereto according to thy word.”  
				(1)   In other words, the Word of God is life’s map as we go 
                                                           through this life.  
			b.   Psalm 119:10.  “With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let 
                                             me 	not wander from thy commandments.” 
			c.   Psalm 119:11.  “Thy word have I hid in mine heart that I might 
                                             not sin against thee.”  
			d.   Psalm:119:12.  “Blessed are thou, O Lord: teach me thy statutes.” 
                        5.   How do we learn God’s word?  
			a.   He teaches us.  
				(1)   We really can’t understand them; the natural man
                                                           understands not the things of God; they are spiritually
                                                           discerned.  
				(2)   We cannot understand them apart from the Spirit of God. 
                                       b.   In  I John 2:27 it says that we have no need that any man teach us; 
                                             but by the anointing we have of God, the Holy Spirit teaches us all 
                                             things.  All what things?  
				(1)   All the things that are in the Word of God.  
				(2)   Joshua was instructed in these words:  Joshua 1:8.  
                                                           “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; 
                                                            but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou 
                                                            mayest observe to do according to all that is written 
                                                            therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, 
                                                            and then thou shalt have good success.”  
					(a)   This is the secret of prosperity and success.
                                                                        Mediate on it.  
					(b)   What does it mean to meditate on it?  All of us 
                                                                        have seen an old cow out in a field somewhere
                                                                        eating grass and then she goes over under a tree
                                                                        and lies down and up comes the cud.  She chews
                                                                        on the cud.  
					(c)   That’s what the word ‘meditation’ literally is
                                                                        illustrating.   We put the word into our hearts.  
                                                                        We take it in and then we have time to rest and
                                                                        we let it come up and we meditate upon it.  We 
                                                                        chew it over in our minds and in our lives.  
		6.   So, it will dwell richly in us if we will let the word of God be that which 
                                instructs us and guides us as we go through this life. 
			a.   It instructs us in all wisdom,  
			b.   It teaches us, 
			c.   It admonishes us, 
			d.   And then of course the psalms speak of Him, the spiritual songs 
                                             singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  
		7.   We see that we are to be influenced in our lives by the Word of God.  
			a.   II Timothy 3:16.  “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
                                             is  profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
                                             righteousness”.   
				(1)   All scripture, from the beginning in Genesis to the end in 
                                                           Revelation.   
				(2)   Doctrine is what we learn as truth.  
				(3)   For reproof.  That is what is not truth.  
				(4)   For correction.  What not to do.  	
				(5)   Also for instruction in righteousness.   What to do.  
			b.   Where do we find these things?  In the word of God.  Why?
				(1)   II Timothy 3:17.  That the man of God may be perfect, 
                                                           thoroughly furnished unto all good works.  
					(a)   Perfect means to be mature.  
					(b)   Fully equipped to live the life that God has called 
                                                                        us to live.	
		8.   In this 16th verse, he gives us a command to let the word of God dwell in 
                                you richly.  
			a.   If we look in Ephesians 5:18, we have a negative command and 
                                             a  positive command.  
				(1)   First of all, he speaks about alcoholic beverages.   “Be 
                                                           not drunk with wine which is in excess, but be filled with 
                                                            the Holy Spirit.”  
				(2)   The first is a negative command not to drink alcoholic 
                                                            beverages, but the second is a positive command: let 
                                                            the Holy Spirit influence our lives.  
				(3)   When we’re full of the Holy Spirit, he gives this as an 
                                                           illustration of a person that’s full of wine.  
					(a)   We stop people on the highway – brother Darry 
                                                                        has a bat-mobile where he tests people for having 
                                                                        too much alcohol in their system.  
					(b)   That’s we call the “under-the-influence of alcohol” 
                                                                         or driving under the influence, the DUI.  
					(c)   We’re not to be that but we’re to be under the 
                                                                         influence of, completely under the control of the
                                                                         Holy Spirit.  	
			b.     What’s the evidence of being filled with the Holy Spirit?  
				(1)    Ephesians 5:19 and 20.  “Speaking to yourselves in psalms 
                                                            and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody
                                                            in your heart to the Lord.  Giving thanks always for all things 
                                                            unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
                                                            Christ.”		
				(2)    It was the Father that sent Jesus to die for us; it was the 
                                                            Son that willingly came and died for us but we’re to go to 
                                                           the Father through the Son.  
				(3)   We are to go in the power of the Spirit.  
				(4)   Paul gives us the instruction and the evidence of being 
                                                           Filled with the Holy Spirit as we see in Colossians 3:16 
                                                           and 17.
                                                           The evidence is: 
					(a)   “singing songs and hymns and spiritual songs, 
					(b)   singing with grace in your heart to the Lord.”  

Time 9:42
Colossians 3:17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.

	A.   And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
	       thanks to God and the Father by Him.
		1.   The same evidence.  The truth of the matter is the Spirit of God is mute apart 
		       of the Word of God.  
			a.   He speaks to us, leads, directs us, gives us wisdom, and teaches us 
                                             out of the Word of God.  
		2.   And on the other hand, the Word of God apart from the Spirit of God is lifeless; 
                               it has no meaning.  
			a.   The natural man receiveth not the things of God, neither can he
                                             understand them.  Why?  Because Spiritual discernment is
                                              foolishness to the man without the Word of God.   
		3.   So we see the same evidence of the filling of the Spirit and the filling of the 
                                Word.  
			a.   They go hand-in-hand.  
			b.   There are those today who want to have the Spirit of God but they 
                                              don’t want to bother getting into the Word of God.  It just doesn’t 
                                              work that way.  
				(1)   You don’t have the fullness of the Spirit of God.  
				(2)   If you are born-again, you have the Spirit of God, but you 
                                                           can quench the Spirit, you can grieve the Spirit and you 
                                                           can have Spirit and still be ignorant of the Word.  
		4.   What further evidence do we have?  How would a person act when they are 
                                full  of the Holy Spirit?  
			a.   In Ephesians 5:22, it says, first of all, “Wives, submit yourselves unto
                                             your own husbands as to the Lord”
			b.   Ephesians 5:25,  …and to the husbands, he will love his wife, even 
                                             as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for it.  
			c.   What about the children?  Ephesians 6:1.  The Spirit-filled children
                                             will 	obey their parents.  			 
			d.   Ephesians 6:5.   And then we see that the servant (the employee), if 
                                             he is Spirit-filled will be obedient to them that are the masters 
                                             according to the flesh.  
			e.   And finally, he speaks also to masters in Ephesians 6:9.  Masters are  
                                             to do the same thing unto them if they are a born-again Spirit-filled 
                                             boss.  			
                                       f.    We find here in Colossians 3:18-4:1, the same evidence of being 
                                             filled with the Word of God.  
				(1)   Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands.  
				(2)   Husbands, love your wives.  
				(3)   Children, obey your parents.  
				(4)   Servant, obey all things of your master according to the 
                                                           flesh.  				
                                                    (5)   Masters, give unto your servants according to that which is 
                                                           just and equal.  
			g.   These two passages go hand-in-hand.  It is very important that we 
                                             stay in the word of God.  
		5.   Let us go back and look again at Verse 17.  “Whatever you do in word or 
                                deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
                                by Him. “  			
                                       a.   We are influenced by the Word of God.  We saw that in Verse 16 
                                             and now we see the principle of Christian living.  It’s very simple.  
				(1)   We’re not under the law; we’re born-again children of God.  
                                                           We have the divine nature, Peter says.  
				(2)   The Holy Spirit joins with our spirit and we have a new 
                                                           nature and whatever we do, we do as Christians.   We name 
                                                           the name of Jesus; we do then in the name as Christians 
                                                           of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father by Him.  
			b.   What does that mean?  That means that everywhere we go, 
                                             everything we say, everything we do, everything we listen to, 
                                             everything we watch, we stop and think: “Jesus, are You satisfied and 
                                             happy with my life in doing this?”   
				(1)   In the last lesson, Paul talked about holiness in relation to 
                                                           others and with holiness in our personal lives, and he told 
                                                           us those things that we were to put off and those things we 
                                                           were to put on.  He gave us instructions.  
				(2)   Now he brings it down to the home.  How are we going 
                                                           to live in the home?   
					(a)   If we can live the Christian life in the home, we can 
                                                                        live it anywhere.  
					(b)   That’s where we let our guard down.  That’s where 
                                                                        the real “us” comes out – right?  If we can live it 
                                                                        there, we can live it anywhere; we can live it on the 
                                                                        job, we can live it in the church.  
			c.   A lot of people come to church and live an hour for the Lord and do 
                                            fine –Praise the Lord and everything and go out and live for the world 
                                            and the devil the rest of the week.   
				(1)    Paul says “in all things…do all in the name of the Lord 
                                                            Jesus.”  				
                                                    (2)   Jesus, are You happy with what I am doing, with what I am
                                                            saying, how I’m responding, how I’m acting, what I’m 
                                                            seeing, what I’m listening to – Are You satisfied and happy 
                                                            with it?   				
                                                    (3)   That’s the principle of a Christian life.  
			d.   How many of you have read the book “In His Steps”?  If you haven’t
                                             read it, you should read it.  The principle as set down there is that a
                                             group of decided that,  using this verse, whatever they did in life,
                                             wherever they were, they would stop and think “What would Jesus 
                                             do under these circumstances?” 
				(1)   In business – a lot of businessmen say “I can’t live a 
			                    Christian life in my business. I’ll live it outside of my 	
				       business, but in the business world, you have to be a little
                                                           different.”  
				(2)   Paul instructs us here that this is part of the business world
                                                           too.  What would Jesus do in each one of these
                                                           circumstances?   How would He respond?   
					(a)   That’s the whole question here.  “Whatever you do
                                                                         in word… – how do you respond to people?  
					(b)   …Or deed” – How do you act on your job or in your
                                                                        home?  Do all in the name of the Lord Jesus.  
		6.   Then Paul gives us the order that he sets up in the family.    
			a.   And here again, we’re talking about born-again husbands and wives
                                             and children – a Christian home.  
			b.   God gives the order in the home.  And that is the purpose of the
                                             order that He set up.  
				(1)   It begins with the wives.  These are the Spirit-filled wives,
                                                           the same evidence that is in God’s Word also.  

Time 16:04
Colossians 3:18 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.

	A.   Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, …
		1.   It is very important that we see this.  How are we to respond to the husband,
                                wives?  
			a.   First of all, the word “submit” means to respond to your husband.  
                                             That’s really what it means.  This is the highest form – the word that 
                                              is used there – it is the highest form of human love. 
				(1)   Agape love is Godly love and that’s what Paul speaks to 
                                                           the husband about.  
				(2)   But the highest form of human love is that the wife will be
                                                           submissive to her husband. 
	B.   ….as it is fit in the Lord. 		 
		1.   That means that if a wife is married to a man that is worldly and not a 
                                Christian, should he be able to tell her that she must go with him down 	
                                to the bar and drink?    Or to the dancehall, etc.  
			a.   No.  First of all, he will bring her down.  
			b.   Secondly, she will be a terrible testimony to the Lord.  
		2.    It’s what the Lord would have her to do.  
			a.    Not only for her testimony, but also for the testimony she has for 
                                              her husband.  If she takes a stand and says “You know I am a 
                                              Christian; I can’t go to the bar and drink with you.  That will be 
                                              against what I believe and what the Lord died for me for”.   
			b.   That will give him something to think about.  He may be upset with 
                                              her; he might even beat her.  
				(1)    I don’t believe that God ever intended for a woman to stay 
                                                            with an ungodly man who is a drunkard and beats her.  
				(2)    God wants to have peace in the family.   
				(3)    Some people say “But God wants a family to be together”.  
					(a)   Yes He does.  
					(b)   But there’s no question about it, He hasn’t called any 
                                                                        of us to live in those circumstances. 
			c.   The main thing is that she should set the example for him and pray 
                                             for him and try to lead him to the Lord by the example, in her life, 
                                             Peter says. 
		3.   There is something else we need to look at too.  I Corinthians 11:3.  “I would 
                                have you to know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the 
                                woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.”  
			a.    Is Christ inferior to God the Father?  No, He is not.  But in the 
                                              position that He took and humbled Himself and became obedient 
                                              unto death and the man Christ Jesus is seated at the right hand of 
                                              God the Father, and will one day take the kingdom and give it up to 
                                              the Father and God will be all and in all, but until that time there is 
                                              an order set up and it is the order of the Father, the Son and the Holy
                                              Spirit in that order.  
			b.    The same thing is true in the home.  
				(1)   The woman is not inferior to the husband, but the husband 
                                                            has the responsibility to the Lord Jesus Christ who is his 
                                                            head, to make the final decisions in the home.  
				(2)    But those decisions need to be made together, but he has 
                                                            the responsibility for the final choice.  
				(3)   The wife is to be submissive, which doesn’t mean that she
                                                            doesn’t have any say-so.   She is not to be a doormat.  We 
                                                            see that when Paul gives instructions to the husband, this 
                                                            is very clear.  
		
Time 19:29
Colossians 3:19 Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.

	A.   Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.
		1.   Don’t bully them.  Don’t use these scriptures to run a wife down and say 
                                “You got to do what I say.”  
			a.   The Bible says that and a lot of non-Christians know those verses 
                                              and use those verses.  
			b.    That’s not what God is saying.  
		2.   Ephesians 5:22 & 23.  “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, 
                                as unto the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is 
                                the 	head of the church: and He is the savior of the body”.   
			a.   In other words, the church is an illustration of Christ and His bride, 
                                             the same as the Christian home is an illustration pointing to that time   
                                             when the bride of Christ and Christ Himself will be joined together.  
			b.   So we see that Christ is the head of the church; he is the head of 
                                             the 	body.  
		3.   Ephesians 5:24 “Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ¸ so let the 
                                wives be to their own husbands in every thing.”
			a.   Look at the instructions to the husband.  Notice that it doesn’t say 
                                             that wives must love their husbands – it says they are to be 
                                             submissive.  
			b.   In the book of Titus it says that the older Christian women are to 
                                             teach the younger Christian women how to love their husbands, so 
                                             it doesn’t leave that aspect out.  		
		4.   Paul is speaking to the husbands now.   Ephesians 5:25.  “Husbands, love 
                                your wives, even as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for it.   
			a.   Husbands are to love their wives with what kind of love?   The same 
                                             kind of love that Christ has for the church.   
			b.   It is a sacrificial type love.  Willing to die for your wife. 
				(1)   If a wife has that kind of husband, she ought not have any
                                                           problem responding to him.  
				(2)   Husbands, if you’re that kind of husband, you ought to 
                                                           expect your wife to respond to you, but if you’re not that kind 
                                                           of husband, you ought not expect her to respond to you.
				(3)    We need to be willing to lay our lives down – not to be bitter
                                                            against our wives, not to bully them, not to boss them, but 
                                                            to love them.  

Time 21:38
Colossians 3:20 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.
	A.  Children, obey your parents in all things:		
		1.   I want us to notice in this also, as we look back to Ephesians in Chapter 6:1, 
                                we see something else here that has to do with the children and the parents.  
			a.   Again, we’re talking about a Spirit-filled, Word-of-God filled, Christian
                                             home.  Ephesians 6:1.  Children obey your parents in the Lord. 
                                                    (1)   If a child comes to the Lord Jesus Christ and does not have
                                                           Christian parents and those parents may influence him in the
                                                           wrong areas.  
					(a)    Incest would be an example – there’s lots of that 
                                                                         today.  					
                                                                 (b)    Another true incident was when a parent would 
                                                                         send his own son through a window of a house and 
                                                                         this child would unlock the door and let his father in 
                                                                         so that he could rob the house.
				(2)   Things like that are not what are being referred to here – it is 
                                                           “in the Lord”.  
		2.   There is a point and time though in our lives that a child comes to the place
		       where he no longer is under the thumb of his parents.  But there never is a 
                                 time in his life when he won’t honor his parents.  
			a.   Ephesians 6:2 & 3.  “Honor thy father and mother; which is the first
                                             commandment with promise; that it may be well with thee and thou
                                             mayest live long on the earth.”  That is in Exodus 20:12.  
			b.   Let’s go back and look at the first marriage.  Genesis 2:23 & 24.  
                                             “And Adam  said  ‘This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my 
                                              flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of 
                                              Man’.  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and 
                                              shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.”  
				(1)   He is no longer under the direct obedience of his parents, 
                                                           but he still must honor his parents.  
				(2)   He shall cleave to his wife – there must severance when 
                                                           the marriage comes about.  
			c.   There can be a closer relationship between our parents and us 
                                             when we’re grown and married than there was perhaps when we 
                                             were younger.  
				(1)   It’s a fellowship-type relationship, though.  
				(2)   It’s not longer being under the dominance of parents. 
					(a)   Some parents don’t ever want to turn their children
                                                                        loose.  That’s wrong.  
					(b)   When a child gets in his teenage years and 
                                                                        becomes rebellious it’s a hard time to go through 
                                                                        for both the parents and the child.  
					(c)   But God put that in there.  
			d.   There is a point in a child’s life when he has got to leave the nest.  
				(1)      God is preparing him for when he has his own family.  
					(a)   It’s in nature – you can see it there 
					(b)   The same thing is true in the home.  
	B.  …for this is well-pleasing unto the Lord.
		1.     We need to recognize that the child should always, always, honor his father 
                                  and mother.  
		2.     Whenever he is at the point of rebelling against parents, this is dishonoring 
                                  them and rebelling against the word of God.  

Time 25:30
Colossians 3:21 Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.

	A.    Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.
		1.   Let’s look in Ephesians 6:4.  “Ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: 
                                but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”  
		2.   Proverbs 22:6.  “Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, 
                                he will not depart from it.”  
		3.   How do we train children up?  
			a.   We train them up first of all with the Word of God.  That’s the only 
                                             hope we have in this day and time.  
				(1)   Bring your children to church when they are young.  
				(2)   Let them be in children’s church.  
				(3)   Let them grow up learning the Word of God, placing it in 
                                                           the heart and when they get older, they won’t depart from 
                                                           it.  That’s God’s promise; that’s His word.  
			b.   The best way we have of raising our children in the nurture and 
			       admonition of the Lord is training by example.  
				(1)   Don’t bring them and say “This is what you do in Sunday 
				       School; this is what you do in church and then go home and 
                                                           live a different life.  They will see quickly that this is 
                                                           hypocrisy.  
                                                                (a)   Those are the hardest children in the world to reach 
					       for the Lord Jesus Christ.  
					(b)   When they are grown and you try to talk to them 
                                                                        about the Lord, they’ll laugh in your face.  “Don’t tell 
                                                                        me about it – I’ve heard about it all of my life.  My 
                                                                        parents made me go to church and then they would 
                                                                        go home and do such-and-such.”  
				(2)   The joy of reaching someone who is raised in a godly home
                                                           where they live a godly life. It’s so beautiful.  
				(3)   And the next ones that are easiest to reach for the Lord are 
				        those that are in a home that doesn’t have any religion or 
				        doesn’t have any Christianity.  They haven’t seen hypocrisy 
                                                           and their hearts are more open.  
		4.   The instructions are for the family life.  Provoke not your children to anger.  
                                How do we provoke them to anger?  
			a.    By not using some good common sense and love in correcting them.  
				(1)   I’ve done it and I’m sure most parents have done it.  We tell 
                                                           our children “Don’t do this” and “Don’t do that” and then we 
                                                           get to the point where we don’t feel good and we smack them 
                                                           up and tear them up.  
				(2)   And perhaps we do that at a time when they haven’t done 
				       anything that they need to be torn up about!  And the other 
                                                           times we didn’t do anything about it – we just said “Don’t do 
                                                           that” and they should have been torn up.  We have to use 
                                                           some common sense here. 
			b.    I’m not talking about being brutal with them – whenever you do it in 
			       anger that’s when brutality comes in. 
			c.    When you correct them, explain to them why you are correcting them.  
			       	(1)   They’ll have an understanding then, you see.  
				(2)   They will see that this is right.  This is righteous judgment.  
				(3)   They are getting what they deserve.  
			d.    But if they feel like “I didn’t deserve that”  this is what Paul is 
                                              speaking about here.  They will be discouraged – they won’t know 
                                              what is right or wrong.  
				(1)   When they do something that is really wrong, they expect 
                                                            to be corrected for it. 
				(2)    But there are times when they don’t do anything wrong and
                                                            are corrected, because we don’t feel good or we’re mad 
                                                            about it and we tear them up –  that ‘s when they get
                                                            discouraged because they no longer understand what 
                                                            true justice is.  
			e.   So the Bible gives us instructions.  Then it speaks next to how we 
                                             are to be holy on our jobs.  

Time 29:39
Colossians 3:22 Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God;

	A.   Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, 
                    as menpleasers; 
		1.   We need to understand the church at Colosse to really have an understanding 
                                as to what is being said.  It will help us in realizing the freedom we have.  
			a.    Four out of five people under the Roman empire were slaves.  There
                                              were certainly many slaves in the Colossian church.  And that’s what 
                                              the word “servant” here really means – “slave”.  
			b.   “Slave, I want you to obey in all things your masters according to the 
			       flesh.”
	B.   …But in singleness of heart, fearing God.	
		1.   Again, we see that there is a higher order.  
			a.   Don’t keep your eye on the clock, but put your eyes on Jesus Christ 
                                             is what Paul is saying.  
				(1)   Many people go on the job today and watch the clock and 
                                                           see how little they can do in the period of time that they are 
                                                           getting paid for and how much money they can get paid 
                                                           for it.   

Time 30:52
Colossians 3:23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;

	A.    And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;
		1.   He is the one we serve.  
		2.   Don’t be men-pleasers, but please the Lord.  
		3.   And you do it heartily – that means that you do it joyfully, even if you don’t 
                               like it. 
			a.    Stop and think about it – what did a slave have to look forward to?  
				(1)   All he had to look forward to was work, his food and his 
                                                          clothes.  
				(2)   He never had anything to look forward to as far as freedom 
                                                           was concerned.  
			b.   Think for a minute about the Negro spirituals.  
				(1)   All of those songs were looking beyond this life.  
				(2)   They were looking to that freedom they would have in the
				        presence of the Lord.  “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot, coming 
                                                            ‘for to carry me home”.   
		4.   Slavery is wrong.  
			a.    When a person was truly born-again and if he had slaves, he would 
                                              turn them loose.  
				(1)   Philemon was an example of that, as Paul writes in that 
                                                           little epistle.  
				(2)   Within this he says, “have joy in your heart though, even if 
                                                            you are a slave”.  
			b.   Can you picture this now?  A guy has a bunch of slaves working for 
                                             him, digging a ditch.  
				(1)   They are putting the shovel in, throwing dirt over here, and 
                                                            he goes along with his whip and he beats them a little bit 
                                                            and makes them work a little harder.  
				(2)   But here is this joker who is singing a song.  
					(a)   That’s what Paul says: “sing songs and psalms 
                                                                         and make a melody in your heart”.  
					(b)   This slave is there whistling and throwing dirt out 
                                                                         like a machine. 
					(c)    Everybody says: “What in the world has happened 
                                                                         to him?”  He says, “I found Jesus”.  
		5.   Probably on your job and as statistics reflect, most people are not in the job 
                                that they would really like to be in and enjoying it.  
			a.   But you can enjoy wherever you are in Jesus.  
			b.   Everyone else can be complaining and you’re over there and you are
			      enjoying it; you’re smiling, they are going to see something different.  
			c.   If Paul is giving instructions to a slave but we have freedom, and we 
                                             can quit our jobs, even though we may not be able to afford to.  
				(1)   We have the freedom to do that and find another one.  
				(2)   But a slave couldn’t do that. 
			d.   If Paul says that slaves are to do their work heartily, how much more 
                                             are we to do it heartily?

Time 33:28
Colossians 3:24  Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.

	A.   Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve 
                    the Lord Christ.
		1.   It doesn’t matter about this world.  
			a.   On our job, if we’re naming the name of the Lord, we’re to do all in 
                                             the name of the Lord.  
			b.   He is going to give us rewards in heaven.  
				(1)   It’s going to be a bonus.  
				(2)   We need to remember that on those days that we get up 
                                                           and don’t feel like going to the job; we don’t feel like working; 
                                                           we want to put it aside and be lazy.  
		2.   We need to remember that the Lord is the one that is watching us and knows 
                                the eternal rewards He will give.  He will judge us on our faithfulness, even 
                                as a slave.  

Time 34:24
Colossians 3:25  But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect of persons.

	A.   But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is 
                    no respect of persons.
		1.   The living Christ should inspire us to have joy in our heart and enthusiasm in 
		       whatever we do; wherever we are, if we are doing it unto the Lord.  
		2.   Our whole life should be that – whatever we do in word or deed.  
		3.   And so, in this, he is speaking not only to the employee  or slave,  but also to 
                                the employer, or in this case, the slave master.  

Time 35:03
Colossians 4:1 Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven.

	A.   Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal		
		1.   So many businesses  make a lot of money off their employees. 
			a.   However,  they don’t ever give them a bonus.
			b.   They don’t ever share the profits with those who work to make it 
                                              possible.  
		2.   That which is just and equal  - don’t show partiality either, as a Christian 
		       employer.  
	B.   … knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven.
		1.   If you’re a Christian employer and you have non-Christian employees, it 
                                doesn’t make any difference.  This instruction is still for you.  
		2.   If you’re a Christian employee and you have a non-Christian employer, it 
                                makes no difference.  
			a.   You are to do it all unto the Lord.  
			b.   He will give us the rewards.  
		3.   The Lord is the One who will watch over us.  
			a.   We will all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  
				(1)   We will all give an account to Him one day.  
				(2)   John 12:48.  “He that rejects me, and receiveth not my 
                                                           words, has one that judges him: the word that I have 
                                                            spoken, the same shall judge him in that last day.”  
		4.   The word of Christ gives us the instruction for practical everyday living as we 
                                 walk upon this earth.  
			a.   He has rewards for us in heaven, if we’re faithful.  
			b.   If we’re not, it’s wood, hay and stubble to be burned up.  
		5.   Did you ever think about your daily life, your home and everything you do?  
                                Did you ever think ‘Jesus really is watching’ or ‘Jesus really is here’?		  
			a.   Is what I’m saying and what I’m doing and what I’m seeing and what 
                                             I’m hearing really pleasing to Him?  
			b.   If you’ve never received Jesus Christ as your Lord and your Savior, 
                                             we’d like to invite you to do so.  
				(1)   If you will just surrender to Him and let Him live His life 
                                                           through you.  
				(2)   The Christian life is not hard; it’s impossible.  Only through 
				        Jesus Christ can we live it.  Let Him live through us.  

Time 38:00 End



