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 BIBLE STUDY OUTLINE FOR - COLOSSIANS 

COLOSSIANS  4:2-18

Time 0:00
Overview of Bible Study
Now we continue with three more areas of Christian conduct that Paul speaks to in these 
first three verses we will look at now.  These are Prayer, Public Walk and our Speech.  
He begins with the most important of these which is Prayer.  It don’t think we will 
understand until we get into the presence of the Lord the importance of prayer to God,
the importance of prayer to the work of the Lord here on this earth.  We just sometimes
take it for granted.  But God wants us to speak to Him; it’s like breathing.  You breathe 
in prayer; you breathe out thanks because Paul talks about thanking God for hearing
our prayers.  It’s the highest privilege we have in our Christian life, to be an intercessor 
in prayer for those that are in need. So Paul begins with this.

Review of Previous Study
We looked at the holiness in Chapter 3 to Chapter 4, verse 1:  The holiness of a 
believer’s walk and life.  First of all the personal holiness and then the holiness in 
relation to others, then holiness in our homes and finally holiness on our jobs.  We see 
that we are set aside for God’s use wherever we are.

Time 1:23
Colossians 4:2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving;

	A.  Continue in prayer, and watch…
		1.   Prayer and watching go hand-in-hand.  
			a.   Prayer without watching is really not prayer and we can watch in vain 
                                             if we don’t have prayer, so they do go hand-in-hand.  
			b.   In the book of Nehemiah 4:9, we find that this is what Nehemiah did.  
                                             He understood this principle.  
				 (1)   Understand that Nehemiah went back to Jerusalem to build 
                                                            the walls of the city because they had been broken down.  
                                                            There had been others before him that had gone back to
                                                            Jerusalem to rebuild the temple but they were not having 
			                     much success.  They had to have protection because there
                                                            was opposition and ridicule. The answer to that was prayer.  
				(2)    Nehemiah said “nevertheless we made our prayer unto our 
				        God.  We made our prayer and set a watch against them 
				        day and night because of them.”  
					(a)   Notice he didn’t say “We just prayed”, but he did 
					       the practical application also; he set a watch.  
					(b)   He prayed to God, asked for wisdom, asked for 
					       guidance and asked for strength.  
				(3)   Then they took a sword in their hand and as they built, they
				        would have mortar in one hand and a sword in the other as 
                                                            they built the walls of Jerusalem.  So prayer and watching 
				        go hand-in-hand.
	B.  … in the same with thanksgiving;
		1.   How do you pray?  How do you watch?  With thanksgiving.  We need to 
		       know that God wants to give us the very best.  He wants the best for us.  
		       And He always answers our prayers.  
			a.   It might be “no” because He knows what is good for us.  That would 
                                             be the best thing for us; the answer would be “no”.  
			b.   Sometimes it’s “Just wait a while”.
			c.   Sometimes it’s “yes”.  
			d.   We know that He hears us; we can petition because we go to Him 
			      through the blood of Jesus Christ in a new and living way.  
		2.   Thus we see that we are not to be careless in our prayers.  
		3.   We’re not to be lazy in our prayers.  
		4.   But we are to be spiritual in our prayers.  
			a.   We are to look to God, expecting from God the very best for our lives 
			      and we are to thank Him for it.  
			b.   We are to be busy about whatever we’re praying about.  That’s what
                                             watching means – doing something about it.  
	
Time 3:48
Colossians 4:3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:

	A.   Withal praying also for us, 
		1.   Paul’s not selfish in this; he’s including those that are with him.  
		2.   Remember now that Paul is writing from the prison in Rome.  He’s writing to 
                                the 	Colossians , the church at Colosse but he is in prison and he says 
		      “Please pray for us”.  What does he want them to pray for?  		
	B.   …that God would open unto us a door of utterance, 
		1.   He’s praying that God would give him opportunities to share the gospel of 
                                Jesus Christ.  That’s what he was in jail for.  	
		2.   He’s asking the source where the doors were open from.  
			a.   Revelation 3:7 and 8.   Speaking about the one that opens the door 
                                             in verse 7,  “He that opens, no man shutteth and shutteth, no man
                                             openeth.  I know thy works: behold I have set before thee an open 
                                             door  and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength and hast 
			      kept my word and has not denied my name.”  
				(1)   “Works” are what the Philadelphia church was involved in.
		3.   That’s all He asks us to do.  
			a.   We need to keep His word.  
			b.   We need to give out His word.  
			c.   We need to be about His business.  
			d.   We don’t need any strength in ourselves,
				(1)    Paul said “When I am weak, then I am strong”  
				(2)    God can be strong through us and God can have the glory 
 				        and not us.  We are never to deny His name.  
			e.   That’s what Paul is saying as he asks them to pray for him.  
	C.   …to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:
		1.   He says “I’m in prison now for the mystery of Christ”.   What is the mystery 
		      of Christ?  
			a.   Ephesians 3:1-6.  “For this cause I, Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ 
			      for you Gentiles, If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of 
        			      God which is given me towards you; How that by revelation He made 
	                                known unto me the mystery: (as I wrote afore in few words, Whereby, 
			      when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of 
                                             Christ). Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of 
                                             men as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the 	  
                                            Spirit.  That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the 
                                            Same body and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:  
				(1)   This is the mystery – that the Gentiles should be fellow
				        heirs and of the same body.				        
				(2)    By the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
			b.   Ephesians 3:7:  Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift 
			      of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of His 
			      power. 
				(1)   Not Paul’s power but by the power of God.	
			c.   Ephesians 3:8 & 9:  Unto me, who am less than the least of all 
			      saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the 
                                             unsearchable riches of Christ;  And to make all men see what is the 
                                             fellowship of the mystery which from the beginning of the ages hath 
                                             been hidden in God, who created all things by Christ Jesus.  
		2.   We see that Paul knew the power of prayer.  I’m sure that he was asking them 
		      to open a door that he could continue; he was not going to go back to 
		      change his message from what he was in prison for; he was going to give out 
		      that same message again.  
			a.   The only way they could stop him was to kill him.  
				(1)   And even then, they were not able to kill the message 
				       because we have the 14 epistles that he wrote and people 
				       have come to the Lord through them.  
				(2)   So his word is still going on.  
			b.   But he knew the power of prayer; he knew from the Old Testament the
                                             answer of prayers.   
				(1)   The time that Moses prayed and the Red Sea was parted.
				        When the battle was going on and Joshua was out there
                                                            fighting and Moses was there with his prayer partners 
				        holding up his staff and the battle went their way and when 
				        he stopped praying, it went the other way.  So Moses had 
 			                     to have someone to help him as prayer partners to hold up 
				        the staff.  
				(2)   Or whenever Elijah prayed that it rain not and it rained not 
				       for three and a half years and then he prayed that fire would 
                                                           come down and consume the altar and the sacrifice that was
    				       there and God answered that prayer.  And then he prayed 
			                    and asked 	that it would rain and it rained.  
				(3)   I’m sure Paul was thinking about Peter, perhaps, whenever
                                                           Peter was in prison and they were planning to kill Peter. 
				       The group was there praying for Peter and an angel was 
				       sent from God to release Peter and he was released.  You
				       remember he came knocking at the door and they said that 
                                                           it must be his ghost because he is in prison.  
		3.   Yes, Paul understood the power of prayer and he knew it was only by the 
		      power of prayer that he would have the opportunity to give out the gospel and 
                                that’s true with you and me also.  
			a.   Wherever we go, we need to learn to pray before we go that God will
                                             open the doors.  
			b.   When we go on visitation, we go out on an outreach program, we 
			      really need to be in earnest prayer about it.  
				(1)   We need to be in earnest prayer that God will open the doors
                                                           and open the hearts of those who open the doors, that they
                                                           would see Christ Jesus as we come and represent Him 
                                                           there.  				
                                                   (2)   Praying also for us that God would open up for us His door.  
		4.   He spoke to the Colossians in Chapter 1, verse 27 and 28 about this same
                                mystery.  “To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of 
                                this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory;  
                                Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; 
                                that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”
                                      a.   The word “perfect” means mature and at the stage we should be.
				(1)   We may be new-born babes in Christ and may be able only 
				        to take a little milk.  
				(2)   Later on though, we should be able to take the bread of the
				       Word.
				(3)   Then on to the meat of the Word.
		5.   We will be starting I Thessalonians soon.  I marvel at this epistle to the
                                Thessalonians and the meat that is in that because Paul said that he only 
		      spent three Sabbaths in Thessalonica.  
			a.   Yet, he spoke to them about: 
				(1)   The Rapture of the Church;
                                                    (2)   He talked to them about the Anti-Christ. 
				(3)   He talked to them about the end times; all of these things 
				       he 	spoke to them about.  
			b.   There are some churches that are 100 years old which say “we’ve 
			      not gotten that far along that we can go into those subjects”.  
			c.   Paul spent three weeks with the Thessalonicans and he told them all 
			      of that.  We will be looking into those things, the Lord willing, and 
			      going into those epistles and it’s exciting because we’re in exciting 
			      days.  
		6.   Thus, Paul says “Pray that we’ll have a door open, that we’ll have the freedom 
		      to go out.”  
			a.   He wasn’t complaining that he was in prison.  
			b.   He knew that was where God wanted him to be.  
				(1)   He had a captive audience.  
				(2)   Every two to four hours they changed the guard and he 
                                                           would tell them about the Lord Jesus Christ.  
				(3)   Right there in the palace of the Caesars, he reached those 
				       who were in Caesar’s own family.  	

Time 11:12
Colossians 4:4 That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.

	A.   That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.
		1.  Speaking the Word of God; doing it with power.   
			a.   We see the Word of God is the only thing that has power to reach,
                                             because faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. 
			b.   As we look into the Word of God, Jesus says, you see the Word of 
			      God because in this, you think you have the eternal life, but they are 
			      they that speak of me.  
		2.   We see that it is in Christ and Christ is what is seen in the Word of God.  
			a.   That’s what Paul wanted to share.  
			b.   He wanted to go out and tell people about Jesus.  
		3.   Then he says how we are to do it in Verse 5.

Time 11:52
Colossians 4:5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.

	A.   Walk in wisdom toward them that are without,		
		1.  “Without” means outside of the body of Christ, outside of the church.  
			a.   These are the ones that have never seen Christ as the personal 
			     Savior.  		
		2.   So we see that we are to let our manner of life be with wisdom.  This is very
                                important.  
			a.   We are responsible before the world, representing as ambassadors 
			      the 	Lord Jesus Christ and should not do anything that is foolish or 
			      that will hurt the name of the Lord Jesus Christ in what we say or 
			      what we do.  			
			b.   There are many things that we could do and that would not be 
                                              harmful to our salvation, but would be harmful to our testimony.  We 
                                              need to be very careful.  
				(1)   Paul said “If it offends my brothers to eat meat, I’ll abstain 
				       from eating meat as long as I live”.  
					(a)   We know that there’s nothing wrong with eating 
                                                                        meat unless it’s harmful to us physically. 
					(b)   And we know that there’s nothing spiritually harmful 
					       in that.  Yet Paul says if it’s spiritually harmful to 
                                                                        someone else he would abstain from it.  So he says 
					       that we are to have wisdom in these areas.  
			c.   We’re to be careful where we go and what we do as we saw in the 
                                             last lesson.  
				(1)   We have to ask the question: “Jesus is it alright for you and
 			      	       me to go here?”  Would you feel comfortable if Jesus was 
                                                           with you in any situation you’re in?  
				(2)   And the words that you spoke – would they be pleasing to 
                                                           Jesus’ ears?  
				(3)   And the things you saw and the things you listen to, would 
				       it be pleasing to the Lord Jesus Christ?  
					(a)   He is with us.  He said “I”ll never leave you nor 
					       forsake you.”  
					(b)   He’s with us and we need to be conscious about
				                    that.  		
		3.   Thus, we need to walk in wisdom toward them that are outside.  
			a.   We are the only ones that they will read as a Bible.
			b.   There’s someone watching your life and my life I guarantee you.  
	B.   …redeeming the time.
		1.   We need to pray for the leading of the Holy Spirit to show us the opportunities 
                                that we have and the doors that He opened for us.  We need to be very 
		      careful in these areas.  
			a.   Matthew 16:26.  “What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
			      world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange 
			      for his soul?” 
			b.   Is there anyone who can buy salvation?  It’s impossible.  
				(1)   Salvation is a gift from God.  
					(a)   You can’t purchase a gift – then it becomes no 
					        longer a gift.  
					(b)   You can’t work for a gift – it’s no longer a gift.  
					(c)   The only thing you can do with a gift is receive that 
					        gift or reject that gift.  
		2.    We look in Daniel 12:3 and we see the importance of soul-winning in God’s 
		       eyes.  “They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and
                                 they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.”  
			a.   The soul-winner’s crown is the crown of rejoicing – you’ll not have any
                                             more joy in your heart that you will when you open God’s word to
                                             someone and share the Lord Jesus Christ.  
			b.   All we can do is introduce people, but if they will accept the Lord 
			      Jesus, His promise is He’ll come in and He’ll dwell with them forever.  
		3.   How beautiful our Lord is!  How beautiful His work is!  How beautiful His 
		      salvation is!  What a privilege we have of sharing it!  I Corinthians 8:13. 
                                “Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the 
		      world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.”  
		4.   There is another group that we must be careful not to offend, that is the 
		      group that Jesus spoke about in Matthew 7:6.  “Give not that which is holy 
		      unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample 
		      them under their feet, and turn again and lacerate you.”  
			a.   There are some people who will absolutely refuse to accept the 
			      spiritual blessings that Jesus has for whosoever will.  
				(1)   Jesus himself said that we are not to continue to go to them 
				       and cast our pearls (those precious things that Jesus has 
				       done for us) the gospel that He has brought before them.  
				(2)   We need to understand a difference someone who is in a
                                                           position to where they are resisting the gospel of the Lord 
				       Jesus Christ because we will all do that if we don’t know it.  
					(a)   There will be resistance; it might be ever so slight 
					        but there will be resistance.  
			b.    But we need to understand the difference between resistance
                                              and resentment.  
				(1)   Jesus is talking about those who are in resentment.
                                                    (2)   They resent the Lord, they resent our being there; they
                                                            resent our opening up the Word of God to them.  We
                                                            need to be careful in these areas.  
				(3)    Resistance can be overcome by persuasion and the
                                                            power of the Spirit of God and through the Word of God.  
				(4)    But we must back away from resentment.  Try to leave 
                                                            them in a good mental attitude towards us and then maybe 
				        someone else will come along later on.  
					(a)   If they get angry with us, what happens is that they
                                                                        associate that over to the gospel of Christ. 
					(b)   And then it’s hard for someone else to reach them, 
					        or 	for us to come back maybe at a later time when 
					        God has prepared their hearts.  
			c.   There are many times that a person is just not ready at the time.
                                                     (1)  God has to do the work in preparing that heart, make no
                                                           mistake about that.  
					(a)   I remember one time we were meeting in the bus 
					       having our services there and there was a man that 
                                                                        visited one night. 
					(b)   I tried to talk to him about the Lord Jesus Christ
                                                                        afterwards and he became very angry with me. 
                                                                (c)   He said that I was trying to judge him.   He just 
					       walked out terribly angry.  
					(d)   Later on, through the grace of God, his wife, who 
					        was having a very difficult problem with alcohol, 
					        went to a clinic in Georgia that was Christian and 
					        he went up there and someone shared Jesus with
                                                                         him there and he came to the Lord and he came 
					        back and he put his arms around me and said “Now 
					        I understand what you were trying to tell me”.  
					(e)   His heart wasn’t ready to start with and maybe 
                                                                        that’s what got him to thinking.  
		5.   We never know how the Lord’s working and so we need to have wisdom.    

Time 19:24
Colossians 4:6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.

	A.   Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, 
		1.   We need to be careful how we communicate, particularly with those who are 
		      lost.
		    	a.   He doesn’t say that our speech should be salty.  
				(1)   There’s a lot of Christians who think: “I’ve got Christ and I 
				        have eternal life” and they look down on those without Him 
				        and they want to mock them and make fun of them.  That is 
				        not to be.  
			b.   Our speech is to be with grace.  
				(1)   Ephesians 4:29 and 30.  “Let no corrupt communication
				       proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use 
				       of edifying, 	that it may minister grace unto the hearers.  And
                                                           grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto
				       the day of redemption.
					(a)   Edifying means “building up”.
					(b)   Grace is unmerited favor.  But we may feel that they
                                                                        don’t deserve it.  It doesn’t matter.   Do it anyway.  
					       The Bible commands us to.  
			c.   It says “grieve not the Holy Spirit of God”.  In other words, if we have 
			      the wrong and corrupt communication and it’s salty communication 
			      and not graceful communication, this is grievous to the Spirit of God.
		2.   Then we see something else about being seasoned with salt, though.  
			a.   It needs to be just sprinkled with salt.  
				(1)   My wife gets on me because I use too much salt.  The Bible
                                                           says that salt is good and I believe it.  But we do have to be
                                                           careful about using salt, don’t we? So we season it with salt.
                                                           What does salt do?  
			b.   Salt is a preservative.  
				(1)   If it wasn’t for the Body of Christ, the true believers in the 
				       Word, what would this world be like?  
				(2)   Jesus says that we are the salt of the earth.  We are 
				       preserving the earth.  
					(a)   There will be a day when we are taken out and
                                                                         judgment will come.  
					(b)    I’m glad that I am in the Lord Jesus Christ and will 
					        not be here at that time.  
			c.   And then salt is a purifier.  
				(1)   Brother Wynton was talking in Sunday School about the 
                                                           seas that God created and if we didn’t have the seas we 
                                                           couldn’t exist because they remove the impurities.  The salt 
                                                           of the seas are purifiers.  
		3.   So, our language should be a preserving language; it should be a 
                                purifying language.  It should be a language that is sweet.  
			a.   Salt makes things tasty, so we should be very tasteful in our tact
                                             and in our language and in the way we approach people.  
				(1)   Not only in words, but in tone.  
			b.   We need to be very careful in these areas.  		
	B.   …. that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.	
		1.   How should be answer people?  When it comes to the Lord Jesus Christ, as 
		      His 	sacrifice for us, His shed blood, we should answer with enthusiasm.  
			a.   Are you excited about the Lord?  Do you really believe you have 
			      eternal life?  Do you really believe that He was God manifested in 
			      the flesh?  The One that created us?  That He died for us; death 
			      didn’t hold Him.  He’s alive and He’s seated at the right hand of the
                                             Father and He’s coming back one day to receive us to Himself and 
			      He has a reward for us for every bit of faithfulness we have to Him?  
			b.   If you believe that, then you ought to be enthusiastic about it.  
				(1)   We ought to be enthusiastic about sharing Him, wherever 
				       we 	are with our life.  
				(2)   However, we need to be careful how we approach people.  
				       We don’t want to blow them away.  
					(a)   But we want to be enthusiastic.  
					(b)   We want them to see something different in our 
					        lives.
				 	(c)    We want to have a smile on our face even when 
					        things aren’t going well.  
		2.   We looked at that the last time when we saw the slaves and holiness on our 
		      Job and holiness if we’re a boss.  
			a.   We saw that the servant was a slave and Paul said they are to obey 
			      all things of the master, according to the flesh and not with eye
                                             service as men-pleasers, but in singleness of heart fearing God in
                                             whatever one does, do it heartily, do it happily, do it whole-heartedly, 
			      not half-heartedly as to the Lord and not as to men, knowing that of 
			      the Lord ye shall receive the reward 	of the inheritance, for ye serve 
			      the Lord Christ.  
				(1)   If a slave, who had absolutely nothing in this world to look
                                                           forward to but the clothes on his back, a place to live and 
				       then only if the slave master gave him good things or bad 
				       things and food to eat.  That’s all he had to look forward to.    
				(2)   That’s the reason that the Negro spirituals were always 
				        looking beyond this earth, looking into the future and 
				        eternity.  They were singing those songs like Swing Low, 
				        Sweet Chariot, Coming to carry me home, because that’s 
				        all they had to look forward to.  
			b.   But the command was that whatever they did, they were to do it 
			      heartily, knowing they were working for the Lord, knowing the Lord 
			      would give them an eternal reward.  
		3.   That’s the way we should be.  We’re free in Christ; we’re not slaves.  We
                                should be careful how we walk.  
			a.   Walk in wisdom.  
			b.   We need to be careful how we talk.
			c.   We should share Christ with enthusiasm.  
		4.   Then, as we finish this epistle, we want to look at the fellowship of believers 
		      and this should be a hearty fellowship.  
			a.   The Apostle Paul personally gives exhortations to certain ones that 
			       are either with him in prison or at Colosse.  
			b.   He begins with the first two, Tychicus and Onesimus, the two men 
			      who take this epistle to the Colossians.   

Time 25:40
Colossians 4:7 All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, who is a beloved brother, 
and a faithful minister and fellowservant in the Lord:

	A.   All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, who is a beloved brother, and a faithful
                   minister and fellowservant in the Lord:
		1.   Who is this Tychicus?  
			a.   Acts 20:4 & 5.  “And there accompanied him into Asia Sopater of 
			      Berea; and of the Thessalonians, Aristarchus and Secundus; and 
			     Gaius of Derbe, and Timotheus; and of Asia, Tychicus and 
			     Trophimus. These going before tarried for us at Troas. “ 
			b.   They were ones that Paul had led to the Lord.
				(1)   They were missionaries with Apostle Paul.  
				(2)   Not only were they missionaries, but also disciples, learning 
				       at his feet as he went and carried the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
		2.   Tychicus was with Paul now and would be taking the message to the 
		      Colossians.  		
		3.   He said that they would declare all that Paul was going through; his state, his
                                physical condition, his mental attitude, his emotional attitude and all of these
                                things.  
		4.   He’s not going to write everything down; he said they are going to personally
                                share with them.   

Time 27:23
Colossians 4:8 Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that he might know your estate, and comfort your hearts;

	A.   Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that he might know your estate, 
	      and comfort your hearts;
		1.   That he might know the anxiety they had for the Apostle Paul and the ones 
		       that were there in prison.  
		2.   So these two men (including Onesimus, verse 9) would be the ones to take 
		      the message.   

Time 27:44
Colossians 4:9 With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They shall make known unto you all things which are done here.

	A.  With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you.		
		1.   He’s from Colosse.
	B.   … They shall make known unto you all things which are done here.
		1.   It’s a wonderful thing to be able to have someone personally come that has 
		      been in the area and share the work of the Lord in what is going on there.  
			a.   Tim Wyman’s with us tonight; he’s spent 17 years in the mission field 
			      in Bolivia.  
			  	(1)   He has now been transferred and has been called to the 
				       field in Panama.  You know all the problems in Panama.  
				(2)   We need to really pray for Tim and his family as they go 
				       there. 				
				(3)   But he’s going to come tonight and personally share with 
				       us 	some of the things that are happening down there.  
				       We’re looking forward to that.  
		2.   It’s the same way with these two young men; they’re going to Colosse and 
		      they are going to share.
		3.   Philemon, one of Paul’s prison epistles also, was written in behalf of 
		      Onesimus.  			
			a.   Onesimus was a slave who had escaped from Philemon.  
			b.   The Apostle Paul had led Philemon to the Lord.  
			c.    It’s a small world, for in Rome they had captured the escaped slave.  
				(1)   He had been put in prison evidently with the Apostle Paul.  
				(2)   Paul led him to the Lord and found out that he was 
			                    Philemon’s 	slave.  Paul knew Philemon.  
			d.    Philemon 10:  “I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have
                                               begotten in my bonds;” 
				(1)   Paul considers him like a son.  
				(2)   They are in prison together. 
			e.    Philemon 15:  “Perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou
                                              shouldest receive him for ever.”
				(1)   Perhaps he has escaped.  
				(2)   Perhaps it was God’s will.  
			f.    Philemon 16:  “Not now as a slave or servant, but above a slave, a
                                             brother beloved, specially to me, but how much more to thee, both in 
			      the 	flesh and in the Lord?”
			g.   Philemon 17:  “If thou therefore count me as a partner, receive him as
                                       h.   Philemon 18:  If he has wronged thee or owest thee anything, put that 
			      on 	my account.”
			i.    We are to forgive one another.  Why?   There’s only one reason and 
			      that is shown to us in Ephesians 4:32.  “Be ye kind one to another,
                                             tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God, for Christ’s sake 
			      has forgiven you”.   
				(1)  There’s only one reason that we are forgiven and that’s the 
				       Lord  Jesus Christ.  
				(2)   Because He’s forgiven us and all that He’s forgiven us, there
                                                           should be nothing for which we could not forgive others.  
		4.   So he says to Philemon: Onesimus is coming home now.  He’s coming home 
		      as a brother.  Isn’t that beautiful?  So we look into these lives of these men 
		      who are spoken of here, we can get some pictures of what is going on.     

Time 31:10
Colossians 4:10 Aristarchus my fellowprisoner saluteth you, and Marcus, sister's son to Barnabas, (touching whom ye received commandments: if he come unto you, receive him;)

	A.   Aristarchus my fellowprisoner saluteth you, 
		1.   We saw also in Acts 20:4, he was mentioned there as one of those 
		      missionaries with Paul.  He was with Paul when he was put in prison and he 
		      also was in 	prison.
	B.   ….and Marcus, sister's son to Barnabas, (concerning whom ye received 
	      commandments: if he come unto you, receive him;)  
		1.   Barnabas’ nephew.  
		2.   This Mark is the same John Mark that we saw in Acts 15.  
			a.   We found there that Paul and Barnabas were going on another
                                             missionary journey.  
			b.   They had been on the first missionary journey and they took John 
			      Mark with them, but John Mark got homesick.  
				(1)   John Mark quit the mission field and came home.  
			c.   Now we find they are going on another missionary journey.  
				(1)   Acts 15:36:  “Some days after Paul said unto Barnabas,
                                                          ‘Let us go again and visit our brethren in every city where we
                                                           have preached the word of the Lord, and see how they do’.  
				(2)   Acts 15:37:  “And Barnabas determined to take with them 
				      John, whose surname was Mark.”  
				(3)   Acts 15:38: “But Paul thought it not good to take him with 
				       them, who departed from them from Pamphylia, and went 
				       not with them to the work.”  
				(4)   Acts 15:39: “And the contention was so sharp between them,
                                                           that they departed asunder one from the other: and so 
				       Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus;” 
				(5)   Acts 15:40:  “And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being
                                                           committed by the brethren unto the grace of God.”
		3.   They had had a tremendous argument.  Notice that in Colossians, this has 
		       been resolved.  
			a.   We see that Paul says “Receive John Mark”.  
			b.   Paul had rejected him.  He had made a mistake and recognized that 
			      and he wanted them to know that he and Barnabas had made up 
                                             and reconciled their differences.  
				(1)   II Timothy 4:11:  “Only Luke is with me.  Take Mark, and 
				       bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the 
				       ministry.”
				(2)   This is the last message that the Apostle Paul wrote before 
				        he sealed his testimony with his own blood.  
					(a)   He says that John Mark is profitable to him – bring 
					       him to me, he says.  
			c.   What a beautiful thing!  How would you like to be John Mark?  How 
			      would you like to have a ministry like John Mark?  
				(1)   Do you know how it really began?  In the Gospel account of
                                                           Mark, which God had used him to write, we find that on the 
				       night that Jesus was arrested, there was a young man 
                                                           hiding in the olive grove.  
				(2)   He didn’t have anything but a sheet around him; he slipped 
				       out of bed that night and went out to see what was going on; 
				       he put a sheet around him and he was hiding and watching 
				       and one of 	the Roman guards saw him and went over and 
			                    tried to catch him, and all he caught was the sheet.  
				(3)   The Bible says he ran naked through the olive grove.  How
                                                            would you like to start your ministry that way?  That’s the 
				        first streaker we have recorded.  
				(4)   Not only that, but when he went on the first mission field, he
                                                           failed; he got homesick and he went home.  
				(5)   But in God’s grace, he was a wonderful minister and God 
				       used him to write the gospel account of Mark.  
					(a)   God can use you and me even if we fail.  He can 
					       turn that around.  
					(b)   Paul says “forgetting these little things that lie behind 
					       we are to reach forward to the high calling that lies
                                                                        before us.”  That’s what is important.  	

Time 35:26
Colossians 4:11 And Jesus, which is called Justus, who are of the circumcision. These only are my fellowworkers unto the kingdom of God, which have been a comfort unto me.

	A.   And Jesus, which is called Justus, who are of the circumcision.		
                          1.    In the Hebrew called Joshua or Jeshua.
                          2.    He’s talking about the last three-  Aristarchus, Mark and Justus.
                          3.    They are Jewish believers.
	B.   … These only are my fellow workers unto the kingdom of God, which have been a 
	      comfort unto me.
                          1.    They were the only ones who were encouraging him.  They were the Jews 
		       that he was dealing with and working with.
                           2.   We saw in this little epistle, Philippians 1:15:  “Some indeed preach Christ
                                 even of envy and strife;  and some also of good will”.  
			a.   These mentioned were the ones who doing it of good will.
		             b.   Only these three were his fellow workers unto the kingdom of God.
		3.    Philippians 1:16: The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, 
		       supposing to add affliction to my bonds:     			

Time 36:42
Colossians 4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.

	A.   Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, greeteth you, always labouring 
                    fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of 
                    God.
		1.   He was of Colosse;  actually he was the pastor of Colosse.
	             2.   Epaphras is now in prison.  He has a new ministry.  The ministry of prayer.
			a.   We should be a minister of God, no matter where we are or what the 
			      circumstances are. 
			b.    No one can stop us from praying.
				(1)    They decided to take prayer out of schools.
				(2)    As long as they have exams, they will not take prayer out 
				        of schools. 
		3.   This man was a prayer warrior.

Time 37:38
Colossians 4:13 For I bear him record, that he hath a great zeal for you, and them that are in Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis.

	A.  For I bear him record, that he hath a great zeal for you, and them that are in Laodicea,
                   and them in Hierapolis.
		1.    He would pray for them with zeal.  
			a.   It’s a wonderful thing with the prayer partners that we have.
			b.   One of the prayer partners that I had for a long time is now with the 
			      Lord, Alma Hayes.  She was blind – she could not get out of the 
			      house and do things, very seldom able to come to church, but Alva 
			      was a prayer partner.  When we would go overseas, I would call her 
			      and ask her to be my prayer partner and it just delighted her heart.  
			      When we came back we would share with her what God had done 
			      and she had a part in every bit of it.
		2.    Epaphras was no longer the minister there in Colosse, but he was ministering 
		       to them in a new ministry of prayer.

Time 38:44
Colossians 4:14 Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you.

	A.  Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you.
		1.  I like what he says about Luke – the beloved physician.
			a.   Some say that you shouldn’t get a doctor that you should just trust 
                                             God and if you go to a physician, this shows lack of confidence in 
                                             God.
			b.   Paul prayed three times that God would remove the thorn from his
  	                                 flesh, whatever it was, but God said my grace is sufficient.
			c.    But He sent Doctor Luke, a personal physician to him.
			d.    I believe that God uses physicians and we need to go to them, but
		                    we also need to pray and ask God to give wisdom to those 
                                              physicians.
			e.    There are those that say if you have cancer, you shouldn’t go to a 
			       physician – you should just trust God.  We need to trust God, but we 
			       need to go to those He uses also.
		2.   He says Demas also greets you.
			a.    We find something different about this man.  It just says he greets 
                                               them.
			b.     In Philemon verse 24, Paul calls him a fellow worker.
			c.     Paul may have had his doubts about this man.
			d.     In II Timothy 4:10.  “Demas has forsaken me, having loved this 
                                               present world and has departed to Thessalonica.
			e.     Paul was beginning to understand this man’s heart.  His heart was 
                                               not totally on the Lord.  He turned to what his heart was on – the 
                                               world.

Time 41:15
Colossians 4:15 Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church which is in his house.

	A.  Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church which is in 
	      his house.
		1.   The Christians met in homes at this time.  The cities spoken of here, 
		      Laodicea and Hierapolis (v.13) had great heathen temples and the Christians 
		      met in homes.
			a.   I believe if the Lord doesn’t come back soon, we might go back to 
			      that.
			b.   Probably in half the world, the true Christians are meeting in homes.
				(1)   In Hungary, we met in homes.  The underground church had 
				       to meet there.  The large cathedrals, the large churches, 
				       were only fronts for the government.  They had watchers 
				       from the KGB that were watching over the people.
				(2)   The pastors in Hungary had to report to the government. 
				       That was the only way they could be licensed.
			  c.   We don’t know how much longer we will have freedom to meet as we
			        are meeting in churches as we are now.  We may have to go back to 
			        meeting in the homes and that won’t be all bad.

Time 42:36
Colossians 4:16 And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.

	A.  And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of
	      the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.
		1.   These epistles were not to be private epistles; they were not to be held by just 
                                one church; they were to be circulated.
                          2.   The epistle to the Laodicean church was probably the epistle to the 
                                 Ephesians.
	             3.    Out of that we have the New Testament because they were circulated and 
		       they became a part of God’s word..

Time 43:11
Colossians 4:17 And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it.

	A.   And say to Archippus, 
		1.   This man is now the minister at Colosse.  He has been called to replace 
                                Epaphras because he is in prison.
	B.   Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that
                   thou fulfil it.
		1.   The duties of a pastor are to be fulfilled by him and Paul is assuring them in
                                Colosse that he was called of the Lord and they are to receive him as one 
		       that the Lord has sent. 

Time 43:46
Colossians 4:18 The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember my bonds. Grace be with you. Amen.

	A.  The salutation by the hand of me Paul. 
		1.   Paul signs this with his own hand.
	B.   …. Remember my bonds. 
		1.   Paul was evidently a man that had very poor eyesight, had diseased eyes.
			a.   That was probably the thorn in his flesh.
			b.   He wrote to the Galatians though, but normally he would dictate this
 			      and then he would sign it.  
			c.   He is saying “I have signed it and you know that it is not from 
			      someone else.”
		2.   He says “remember my bonds” – He’s not complaining, but he still wants that 
		      door to be open where he can go out and share the gospel with others.
			a.   We’re not in bonds today – we have that freedom and we need to be 	
			      about God’s business.  That is to carry the gospel into the whole 
			      world.
			b.   Your world may be where you work; it might be your neighborhood; it 
			       might be where you go to buy groceries or gas.  
				(1)   We can only go so far in our world.
				(2)   When we go on the foreign mission field, we change
				       geography, but we can only go in our own world.	
				(3)   There is only so far that each one of us can go and we are 
				        responsible for that area.
			c.   We have that freedom; Paul didn’t have that.  His world was reduced 
			      now to a prison, and those who were in prison with him and those 
			      guards he was chained to.
	C.   … Grace be with you. Amen.
		1.   He ends it as he does with all of the epistles and how he begins all of his 
		      epistles:  “Grace be with you”.
			a.   Means God’s unmerited favor.
			b.   Jesus is that grace.  God commended His love toward us in that while  
			      we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
		2.   And we can say with Paul, “Amen”.   So be it.
			a.   If you have never received that grace, the person of the Lord Jesus
			      Christ, you are invited to make a commitment and received Christ in
			      your heart.
Time 46:05 End
		      






