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Review of Previous Study
This morning, as we go into Chapter 2, a tremendous chapter, we see the humanity of Christ is this chapter.  In Chapter 1, we saw the Lord Jesus Christ exalted.  We saw His exaltation there, that He was God, that He was better than the angels.  He’s better than the prophets and so in this we see that the Father gave Him honor and He spoke about His throne, His scepter, His kingdom, His character, His exaltation and His creative power and His immutability.  The Father gave Him all these honors as He spoke to Him and He even said “Thy throne, O God (the Father speaking to the Son in Chapter 1:8) is forever and forever”.  Praise God! And so we saw Him exalted there.
Overview of Bible Study
In Chapter 2, we come to the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ and into His humiliation.
When He became a man, He took upon Himself humanity and therefore He became lower than the angels in order to die for us.  God cannot die.  He took on the flesh that He might die for you and me for our sins.  Therefore, Christ is the revealer of God and He is the representative of man and so we will find two things about Christ in the Book of Hebrews:  
1.   He reveals God to man.
2.  He represents man before God.
In Revelation 12:10, we see “And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God,  and the power of His Christ; for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, (He’s not cast down yet – this is in the Revelation) who accused them before our God day and night”.   We need a representative for you and me before God.  We have one in Christ Jesus.  We also see, if we look in I John 2:1, it says “My little children (or little born-again ones) these things write I unto you that ye sin not.”  God doesn’t want us to sin and yet He knows that we’re still in the flesh and we’re capable of sinning. I  John 2:1b, “And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Christ Jesus the righteous.”  I John 2:2 “And He is the propitiation (He is our mercy seat.  The same word in the Old Testament for mercy seat is translated in the New Testament as “propitiation”).  He is the mercy seat for our sin.  And so God now judges us through mercy instead of through His righteousness, because Christ has become our righteousness.  Not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.  The advocate that we have is Christ Jesus.  He’s our lawyer.  He’s never lost a case.  I like that.  But you know, we’re still accused.  Old Satan gets up there before the throne and that’s a mystery that we’ll have revealed to us whenever we’re in our glorified bodies.  Why does God allow that rascal to still go up there before the throne of God?
One of the things is to accuse you and me.  That would be embarrassing to me to have something my life – that he can stand up there before the God Almighty and say “Hal has done it again!” And I do do it again and you do too, so don’t say too much.  But we do still sin.  And Jesus Christ steps forward.  He says, “That’s righ,t Father, he’s guilty.”  He doesn’t try to cover it over; He doesn’t try to plead temporary insanity or the things that are pled on the earth today in the courtrooms, but He says “Father, he is guilty! But Father, I have already paid the debt; he’s under my blood.  Next case.”  But that’s embarrassing to our Lord and I hope it’s embarrassing to you and to me when we think about what He has to do for us, but I’m glad.  I’m glad that He represents you and me before God in heaven.  
There are six danger signals in the Book of Hebrews that we’ll be looking at. We’re going to be looking at the first one this morning.  The warnings to the people that they failed to enter into the full blessings which God had provided through Christ.  You remember when they came out of Egypt, they went through the Red Sea.  That’s a picture of the Cross of Calvary.  Egypt’s a type of the world.  Now when they got over in the Wilderness, though, that’s the type of a carnal Christian life, just wandering around in circles.  For 40 years and that whole generation died, except for two people – Joshua and Caleb.  All the rest, over the age of 20, died in the Wilderness.  Their bodies were buried in the Wilderness, their bones were there in the Wilderness.  They were left there.  Why were they so miserable?  Because of lack of faith.  All that is not of faith is what?  Sin. They sinned.  God said “That’s a land flowing with milk and honey.  I’ve already prepared it for you.  You have the victory.   Go across the Jordan.  Go across the Jordan River into the Promised Land.” That’s a picture of the victorious Christian life.  That’s where God wants us to live.  The blessings come to us there.  You can go back across the Jordan, but you can’t go back across the Red Sea.  You can go back across the Jordan – there were two tribes and the half-tribe of Manasseh that went back across the Jordan and they became slaves.  They never had the victory.  The warfare is in the Promised Land.  When you go across the Jordan, that’s the Promised Land.  That’s where the warfare is.  There wasn’t much warfare when they wandered around in circles.  God watched over them, even there.  They didn’t have to buy any new shoes or make any new clothes or anything.  It lasted for 40 years.  Do you have any shoes that lasted 40 years?  Do you have any clothes that lasted 40 years?  In America, we wouldn’t want them if they would last 40 years, would we?  We want to put something new on, you know, be in style, they call it.  But if we want to live the Christian life in the fullest, we go across the Jordan.  When we were in Israel, we came through Jordan, went down to Petra, came back and went across at the Allenby Bridge.  When you go across there, the Jordan River is just a little narrow creek going across there.  We had to sit there on the bus and the guide said “Don’t anybody move; don’t take any pictures, just sit still.”  We sat there for 15-20 minutes with the ones on the other side, the Israeli side with binoculars watching us.  They had machine guns on us the whole time.  They watched until they thought it was clear and then they let us come across.  
But whenever Joshua went across, it was that time of the year when it was flooding  and the river was about a mile wide, and you have millions of people with all of their belongings waiting to cross – that was quite an undertaking.  Do you know what?  It took a lot of faith.  The priests took the ark and they went forward; the people stayed behind and as they got there, that river did not dry up for them to go across until they took that step of faith and stepped into it and then it dried up.  And then they stood there in the Jordan, in faith, because the river was up on each side and for 40 miles it was dried up and then they went across and when  every one had gone across, then they took the ark across.  The ark represents the Lord Jesus Christ.  He promised to be with us; we might be in problems and all these things, but Jesus promised to be with us.  You can’t ask for anything better than that.  
So we see some warnings here: 
First        The Peril of drifting             Chapter 2:1-4.
Second    The Peril of doubting          Chapter 3:7-4:2 
Third      The peril of dull hearing      Chapter 5:11-14.  
Fourth    The peril of departing          Chapter 6:1-20. 
Fifth       The peril of despising          Chapter 10:26-39.  
Sixth       The peril of denying            Chapter 12:15-29.
So we see that there are two places that a Christian can live -  in the Promised Land, in the victorious Christian life - or -  in the Wilderness, in the carnal Christian life.  Living
like the world; the world can’t tell any difference from you just wandering around out there, without the wonderful blessings that God wants to give to us.  
Let’s look now at the first peril, the first danger that is given to us here in Hebrews – the peril of drifting.  In this chapter we’ll see the humanity of Christ; we won’t get to the fullness of the humanity of Christ as it’s revealed in the chapter until the next time.  
Chapter 2 begins by saying . ..
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Hebrews 2:1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which 
we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.

	A.   Therefore… 
		1.   Because of the exaltation.
		2.   Because of the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.
		3.   Because He came and by Himself purged our sins on the Cross of Calvary in 
                                Chapter 1:3. 
		4.   Because He is now seated at the right hand of the Father to be our advocate, to 
                                be there, representing you and me before God.
			a.   He came and revealed and represented God to us.
			b.   Now He represents us before God.
		5.   Because all this is true….
		
	B.   …we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have 
                    heard, 
		1.   Faith comes by hearing; hearing by the Word of God.
			a.   We need to pay close attention to the Word of God.
			b.   He’s talking to Jews here, but he’s talking to you and me also.  
				(1)   Paul’s writing to the Hebrews and saying “Stop acting like
                                                           Hebrews and start acting like Christians.”
				(2)   We don’t have to be too hard on them – they were in a transition
                                                            period.
					(a)  God had given the law; He’d set up the tabernacle as
                                                                  types and shadows of everything that Christ would be.
					(b)  The temple was built and had the same types and 
                                                                   shadows in it.  The temple was still in existence then.  
					       It hadn’t been torn down by Titus the Roman yet.
					(c)  They were still in a transition period, going under the law,    
                                                                       going to the tabernacle or temple still and worshipping 
					      there.  They went there and studied and worshipped still.
			c.  We see that this was a very difficult and confusing time for these Jews.
				(1)   The Bible wasn’t complete.
					(a)   They didn’t have the 21 Epistles that we have.
					(b)   At that time they didn’t have the four gospel accounts.
					(c)   The Book of Revelation.
				(2)   They didn’t have the fullness of the Bible at that time, so we 				                    
                                                       don’t want to be too hard on them.
		2.   Paul is writing to them and telling them they need to pay close attention to what 
                                they’ve heard.  
			a.   Remember, he said that at times past God spoke through the prophets in
                                             Chapter 1:1.  
			b.   But in verse 2, he says, “but in these last days, He has spoken to us in 
                                             the Son, in the Lord Jesus Christ.
		3.   As we see this, we need to pay close attention to what Christ has to say.  
			a.   The whole Word of God is important to us, but particularly what Christ 
			      has to say.  
			b.   All of the Scripture is God-breathed, make no mistake about that.  
			c.   What we see is this:  We see the fullness of what Christ has done now.
				(1)   He has laid His life down for us.  
				(2)   By Himself, He has purged our sins.  
			d.   We need to pay close attention.  Why?    
	C.   ….lest at any time we should let them slip.
		1.   As we look at this it’s a picture of a boat and you’re drifting along and there’s 
		      something in the water that you’re going to grab hold, but you go past it; you 
		      drift past it and as you reach for it, you can’t grasp it; you’ve already gone by it.
			a.   There are opportunities in our lives to share the Lord Jesus Christ 
			      with someone and before you realize it that time has slipped by us.
			b.   They are gone and the opportunity to share Christ will never come
			      again with that person perhaps.
		2.   We need to be very cautious in this area.
			a.   He says that we need to pay close attention, earnest heed to the
			      things that we’ve heard, the Word of God, lest at any time we 
			      should let them slip.
		3.   God’s great salvation is declared in the Son and that’s the message that
		      we’re to give out.  As we look at the application here it is two-fold:
			a.   First of all, it’s to the lost.  In Matthew 7:24-27. Jesus gives us a parable 
                                             about the builders that built on two different foundations.  The writer of 
                                             Hebrews says “pay close attention to what you have heard” and Jesus 
                                             says it again here in Matthew.
				(1)   V.24: Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth
                                                            them, I will liken him unto a wise man, who built his house 
                                                            upon a rock.
			 	(2)   V.25: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
                                                            winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not; for it 
                                                            was founded upon a rock.
					(a)   What is that Rock?  Christ Jesus.  He is the Rock of
					       Ages.  He is that Precious Stone.
					(b)   And He said “upon this rock”, upon the Lord Jesus
					       Christ Himself would He build His Church.
				(3)   V.26: And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and
                                                            doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, who built 
                                                            his house upon the sand.
					(a)   They are not paying close attention. They are not 
                                                                         hearkening unto it.
					(b)   This is a picture of religion.  Christ Jesus and 
                                                                        Christianity is not a religion.  It’s Christ in you, the hope 
                                                                        of glory.  For religion is man trying to reach God thru 
                                                                        his goodness or through his works.  We don’t have any
					       of that.  It’s all of our own righteous of the flesh and
					       that’s nothing but filthy rags with God.  
					(c)   But in Christ Jesus we have that rock.  
				(4)   V.27: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
                                                            winds blew, and beat upon that house, and it fell: and great was
                                                            the fall of it. 	 
					(a)   He didn’t say “if this happens”, He said “when this
					        happens”
					(b)   Great is the fall of those who reject the Lord Jesus 
                                                                        Christ.  Make no mistake about that. 
					(c)   John 12:48:  He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not
					       My words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that
					       I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last
					       day.
				(5)   The final judgment will be:  What have we done with the Lord 
                                                       Jesus Christ.  He is the Living Word.  How have we responded 
                                                           to the written word?  
					(a)   Have we believed it? 
					(b)   Have we believed God?  
					(c)   Have we accepted by faith the Lord Jesus?
				(6)   We find in the Book of Revelation 4 a picture of the Bema
				       seat where rewards are given out and there it says that we
				       are standing on a sea of glass.  The sea of glass is a picture	      
                                                           of the laver in the Old Testament under the types and shadows.
				       It was the looking glass of women, the brass or bronze looking
				       glass that made the laver.  
					(a)   This is the only place of washing. This is the picture of 
					        the Word of God.  
					(b)   When we’re standing at the Bema seat before the Lord
					       Jesus Christ in all of His glory to receive those rewards
					       or have our works burned up by fire or whether they will 
                                                                        endure the fire as gold, silver and precious stone, we’ll 
                                                                        be standing on the sea of glass, or the Word of God. 
					(c)   Are we standing on the Word of God today?  It will be 
					       too late then, you see.  Today in this life, He gives us 
					       the opportunity to stand upon His Word, to believe His 
					       Word, to share His Word.  Share what you know.  If you 
					       don’t know anything else but John 3:16 “God so loved 
					       the world that He gave His only begotten Son that
                                                                        whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have
                                                                        everlasting life. Share that with somebody.  There isn’t a 
                                                                        better verse in the whole Bible than that.  It gives us the 
                                                                        whole gospel in a nutshell. Share with someone.  Share         
                                                                        what Jesus means to you.  Stand on the Word of God; 
					       we’ll be on good ground. 
				(7)   So we see that we have a picture of the lost.   The application 
                                                           goes to those who have rejected Him – built upon religion, built 
                                                           upon the things of the world, built upon their good works, built 
                                                           upon church membership perhaps, or baptism or anything else, 
                                                           but not on the blood of Jesus Christ.  
  			b.   This also has an application for the believers, those that are Christians.
				(1)   Hebrews 12:1.  Seeing we also are compassed about with so 
                                                           great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and 
                                                           the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with 
                                                           patience the race that is set before us.
					(a)  In other words, we have the assurances of the
					      promises of God, based on what was given in the
					      11th chapter of the Book of Hebrews, which is the
					      great chapter of all the heroes of the Old Testament,
					      those great ones of faith.
					(b)  …let us lay aside the worldly things
					(c)  …the sin which easily beset us.  Everyone of us
					       has a weakness; it might be different for you and me
					       and someone else.  But the devil knows what that
					       weakness is and he’s going to come in and he’s 
					       going to try to work on us in that weakness.
					(d)   …let us run with patience the race…   This is our
					        solemn duty – to run the race that is laid before us.
				 (2)   II Timothy 2:5-8.  And if a man also strive for masteries, yet
				        is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.
					(a)    If we’re going to run a race, we’re going to run that
					        race according to the rules.
					(b)    If we’re running the race for the Lord Jesus Christ, 
					        the goal is Christ Himself as we’re in His presence
					        and we don’t look at death and the rapture as the
					        goal line although it is the goal line in this life, as we
					        leave this life and go into His presence, but a racer
					        would look beyond that.  He would set a point beyond
					        that because if you’re running a race and you look at 
                                                                        the goal line, you might slow down just as you go to 
					        the goal line and someone would pass you up.  But 
					        you look beyond that and you run for that point even 
					        beyond the goal line, even beyond that, even beyond 
 					        the rapture, you look to Jesus.  
					(c)    But you have to run it lawfully.  You don’t cut across
					        and win a race.  If you’re on a race, you don’t take the
					        shortcut.  You go the way God leads you in your life.
					(d)   We go by the Word of God.  If we’re going to do it
					        God’s way, then we’re going to do it by the Word of
					        God.  That is the instruction; that is the course that He
					        has laid out for our life.  It is in the Word of God.  We
					        need to run with patience.  That’s the essential grace
					        that we must possess as we go through this life, looking 
					        beyond whatever lies ahead to the Lord Jesus Christ 
					        and being in His presence forever.  We look to that but
					        we do it with patience.  We don’t get all upset when
					        things come into our life.  We say “Lord, I know that
					        there’s a purpose in this because there’s no accidents         
                                                                        with You.  Use it to Your glory.  Let us run this race; let        
                                                                         us stay on course, let us not vary to the right or to the
					        left, but be on that narrow road that You have laid out 
					        for each and everyone of our lives.”
		4.   So we see that should not let the Word of God slip from our lives.  The Psalmist
		      said Thy Word have I hid in my heart that I might not sin against Thee, that I 
		      might not miss the mark, that I might not go this way or that way, but I’m going to
                                be on the course that you have laid out, and I’m going to run that course, and I’m
                                looking beyond the goal to the Lord Jesus Christ.  All glory, whenever we see 
                                that.  So let’s not drift.  Let’s look at a few other verses as we talk about the
		      drifting though and what can happen in these drifts.
			a.   Acts 16:31.  The question had been asked by the Philippian jailer. “What 
                                            must I do to be saved? “ 
				(1)   It’s the only place in the Word of God that that question is asked 
				       and here’s the answer in verse 31.  
				(2)   “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved, and 
				       thy house.”  So we see household salvation.  Why?  
					(a)   Because the leader of the house, the Philippian jailer
					       would have faith to accept the Lord Jesus Christ and in 
					       the example of his life and in his love for the Lord, then 
					       his family would follow him.  Household salvation is 
 					       seen in that.	
					(b)   Let’s look a little bit further in some other examples that 
				                   are not as beautiful as this.
			b.   Acts 24:25 and 26.   We see that Paul was in prison and he was trying to 
			      witness to Felix.  Verse 25:  “As he reasoned of righteousness, self 
			      control, and judgment to come, Felix began to tremble, and answered. 
			      Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for 
			      thee.“   
			      	(1)   As we look at this, we see that he was under conviction.  
				(2)   Paul was telling him about righteousness and the only 
				       righteousness we can have before God is the finished work of 
				       Jesus Christ to be washed in His blood.  
					(a)   He imputes to us His righteousness and He takes upon 
					       Himself our sin and bore it on the Cross of Calvary.  
					(b)   And then the self control – living the life that He calls for 
					       us to live and judgment to come for those who reject 
					       Him.  
					(c)   Felix began to tremble.  He didn’t accept it.  A more 
					      convenient time.  
			c.   Acts 26:26 & 29. Let’s look at another man.  Here we see King Agrippa. 
  			      Paul again.  Think of the circumstances.  He had been in prison for 
                                             several years,  he was there without any official accusations against him 
                                             and yet he was there to please the Jews and in this though he knew that 
                                             God had in his course a way of leading him even to Rome.  It wasn’t 
                                             perhaps the way he wanted to go, but it was God’s way and he accepted
                                             it.  Now he has an opportunity to witness to Felix; he had an opportunity
                                             now to witness to King Agrippa.  
				(1)   Verse 26:  The king knoweth these things before whom also I 
                                                           speak freely: for I am persuaded that none of these things are 
                                                           hidden from him; for this thing was not done in a corner.  	
					(a)   He gave testimony of the Word of God to him.	
					(b)   It was not hidden – it was out in the open.  No secret 
					       organization here.
				(2)   Verse 27:  King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets?  I know 
                                                           that thou believest.			
				(3)   Verse 28:  Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest 
                                                           me to be a Christian.
					(a)   Almost – that’s not good enough, folks.  
					(b)   Almost will never get it.
				(4)   Verse 29:  Then Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, 
                                                           but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and 
                                                           altogether such as I am, except these bonds.
					(a)   A Christian, trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ, even in 
                                                                       the circumstances he’s in.  He said I don’t wish you to be
                                                                       in bonds, but I wish that you’d come to Jesus.
					(b)   So we see that he did not drift.  He took opportunities,
                                                                        he made the best of those opportunities as the Lord 
                                                                        lead him.
			d.  Matthew 11:28-30.  Jesus says, 
				(1)   Verse 28:  Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
                                                            and  I will give you rest.
					(a)   It’s so beautiful and so simple that many people, most of 
                                                                        the people drift by it.
				(2)   Verse 29:  Take my yoke upon you and learn of me; for I am 
                                                           meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
					(a)   They look all over for it, they try to work for it, they try to
 					        study for it.
					(b)   They try to join religions for it, this organization or that 
				                    organization instead of taking the easy way, the 
                                                                        beautiful way, the simple way that God has made for us.  
				(3)   Verse 30:  For My yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
					(a)   This is the purpose of Jesus’ coming, to make it easy, to
                                                                        make it simple that anyone.  
					(b)   Jesus said: Except ye come as a little child (not childish, 
                                                                        but childlike) ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom.
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Hebrews 2:2 For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward;

	A.   For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast,… 
		1.   He’s contrasting here between the Law and the Gospel.  
			a.   He’s not contrasting here the Law itself and the Gospel itself, because 
			      both of these were given by God but he’s contrasting the mediator
			      between the two.  
			b.   The mediator in the Old Testament was the angels.  They had a part in 
			      bringing the Law to Moses.  
			c.   So we see though now it’s the Son Himself.  It’s given in God’s Son and 
		                  it’s much better.  
	B.   … and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward;
		1.   Every time an angel came from God as a messenger and gave a warning and
                                they didn’t heed that warning, you know what happened?  They were judged.
                               They got a just recompence of reward.  
		2.   If they were obedient to God, they got a just recompence of reward.  They were 
		      blessed by it.  
			a.   Staying in the land or continuing in it was reciprocal.  
			b.   God said “If you will abide by My laws, if you will follow Me, then you will 
			      have your part in the land, but if not, then you won’t have a part in the
                                             land”.  
			c.   He promised the land to them eternally, they will have it, there is a time 
			      coming, but only when Christ comes back and sets the kingdom up and
			      rules there on the throne of David.  
		3.   It was up to them.  The Book of Judges is a beautiful picture of this and the wheel 
		      as man goes round; it’s a picture of human life itself.  
			a.   God blessed and then under the blessings, they began to turn from God.
			b.   They began to look at the blessings instead of God.
				(1)   Then they began to be in want and then the judgment came
                                                            upon them.
				(2)    Then they would cry out to God and God would raise up a 
                                                             judge and He’d begin to bless them again.   
				(3)    They weren’t satisfied but they kept doing this over and over 
                                                            again.
			c.   This is a picture of human history.  It’s a picture of one nation after the 
                                             other that God calls to be His representative on the earth. 
				(1)   The United States has been that for a number of years and 
                                                           we’re trembling; we’re falling.  We’re getting ready to take that
                                                           plunge, I believe. 
				(2)   Because we haven’t been true to God and His blessings have 
                                                           been a curse upon us instead of a blessing.  
		4.   Acts 7:51-53  In this we see that Stephen was going back and rehearsing to the
                               nation of Israel or to the Sanhedrin there the blessings of God as he’s on trial
                               before he becomes the first martyr.  He’s before all of these Jewish leaders, the
                               religious leaders there.   
			a.    Verse 51.  “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do
                                              always resist the Holy Spirit: as your fathers did so do you”.   
				(1)   You know in the Old Testament, they rejected the Father.  
				(2)   In the Gospel account, they rejected the Son.  
				(3)   In the Book of Acts, they rejected the Holy Spirit.  They rejected
				       the full trinity of God.  
			b.   Verse 52:  Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted?  And
                                             they have slain them which showed before of the coming of the Just One;
                                             of whom ye have been now  the betrayers and murderers.  
				(1)   In other words, they were not ignorant about Christ coming.  
				(2)   They were ignorant about the way in which He would come,
                                                           although they should not have been. 
					(a)   They had Isaiah 53 to show His suffering and His 
                                                                        humility and how He would come and die for the sins of
                                                                        the world.  He would be that Lamb of God that would 
                                                                        take away the sins of the world.   
					(b)   Yet they did not accept Him because they were looking 
                                                                        for the Messiah to come, set up His kingdom, drive out 
                                                                        the Romans and regain the kingdom.  
					(c)   …of whom betrayers and murderers. . Speaking of 
                                                                        Christ.  
			c.   Verse 53:  Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and 
                                             have not kept it.  
				(1)   In Verse 51, they have the warning. 
				(2)   In Verse 52, we have the confession that this is true and we 
                                                           have the charge. 
				(3)   Now we have the verdict in Verse 53.   
					(a)   You’re guilty!  And so we see in this that this was 
                                                                        spoken by Stephen.  
					(b)   What did they do?  Did they repent?  Absolutely not! 
                                                                        They closed their ears, they ran upon him gnashing their
                                                                        teeth.
					(c)   They dragged him out and took stones and stoned him 
                                                                        to death, looking upon him, his face shining forth like an
                                                                       angel as he looked at the heavens and cried out “Forgive
                                                                       them; they know not what they do.”  
			d.   What a testimony Stephen gave!  
		5.   In Galatians 3:19a.  Wherefore then serveth the law?  It was added because of
		      transgressions,…
			a.   What good was the law?  
			b.   There was a period of time that it was to be added.  It’s placed along side
			      of grace.  
				(1)   God has always dealt with us in grace.  
				(2)   And even in the law, He gave the substitutionary sacrifice which 
				       showed His grace because He knew that they would sin.  
		6.   Galatians 3:19b: ….till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; 
                                and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.
			a.   So there was a period of time that it would be good for and only that.
			b.   We see that Moses was the mediator there and we’re going to find out as
                                             we get over in Chapter 3, that Jesus is better than Moses.
			c.   We see something else here, though.  We see in Verse 2 that this was  
                                             presumptuous, willful sin, knowing the results, knowing that it was an 
			      abomination to God, whatever the sin might be, sin that so easily besets 
			      us – we know that it is sin.  
		7.   Psalms 19:12-14 reveal this.  
			a.   Verse 12:   Who can understand his errors?  Cleanse thou me from 
                                             secret faults.  
				(1)   We need to pray and ask God to reveal to us those things in our 
				       lives that are displeasing to Him. 
			b.   Verse 13:  Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them
			      not have dominion over me; then shall I be upright, and I shall be 
                                             innocent from the great transgression.  
			c.   Verse 14:  Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be
			      acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.
		8.   There is a sin unto death for those who are in presumptuous sin.  There is 
		      chastening.  
			a.   There is no covering for presumptuous sin; there is no sacrifice for 
			      presumptuous sin.  
				(1)   When a Jew was in presumptuous sin, he was chastened of
                                                           God.  
				(2)   When you and I are in presumptuous sin, we can’t go to 
                                                           I John 1:9 and say “forgive me” because we did it deliberately –
                                                          we knew we were going to do it.  
					(a)   That’s for unknowing sin that we fall and then we ask
					       God to forgive us and then he is just and righteous in 
					       forgiving us of all transgressions.  
					(b)   Whenever we’re disobedient; whenever God says 
                                                                        “Don’t do it” in His word and the Holy Spirit say “Don’t 
                                                                        do it” and the conscience says “Don’t do it”, we know
                                                                        not to do it.  
				(3)   But if we say, “I don’t care, I’m going to do it anyway”, then what 
				       does God do?  In the 12th Chapter of Hebrews, He tells us what 
				       He’s going to do.  			
					(a)   Hebrews 12:6  For whom the Lord loveth, them He 
					       chasteneth and scourgeth every son whom He 
                                                                        receiveth.
					(b)   Just like you do your children.  
			b.   Just like we did our children.  When they went out and deliberately did
			      something,  we had to take more drastic steps. 
				(1)   We couldn’t just sit down and tell them “Don’t do it again”. 
				(2)   We would have to chasten them.  We’d get a switch or whatever 
				       we used and we’d chasten them.  
				(3)   And God does that with us.  
			C,   But if we refuse to take chastisement, then there is a sin unto death that
			      John speaks of in I John 5:16.   
				(1)   He says that we are not even to pray for someone who is in 
			   	       presumptuous sin, a sin unto death.  
				(2)   That could be any sin that we refuse to repent of and go to God 
				       and ask forgiveness for through His chastisement through the 
				       work of the Spirit.  
				(3)   That means that He will take us home early, physically.  It 
                                                           doesn’t  mean that we lose our salvation.

Time 34:06
Hebrews 2:3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began 
to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;
	A.   How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be 
                   spoken by the Lord, 
		1.  What a tremendous verse this is.
		2.  The Lord came; He revealed it, that He must go to the Cross of Calvary; that He
                               was  going to give His life and that three days later He would raise it up and that 
                               He was going back to the Father and the way He was going was by the Cross of
		     Calvary.
			a.   He did this over and over.  
	B.   … and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;
		1.   He gave testimony of it.  It happened.  They heard it.  They gave testimony of
		      what took place.  
		2.   I Corinthians 15:3.  gives us the gospel.  
			a.   It says the witnesses of the gospels were the apostles and one time 
			      about 500 brethren saw Christ in His resurrected, glorified body.  
				(1)   So it’s true; we can look at it.  
				(2)   How shall we escape if we neglect this?  If we decide that 
				       we’re not going to come this way to God, we’re going to go our 
				       own way through our own goodness, through a religion, through 
				       a cult, through any other means than by the blood of Jesus 
                                                       Christ, what will happen?  
					(a)   You know what will happen. 
					(b)   God doesn’t know of any other way but these two 
					        ways.  He has two places for people to go.  It’s 
					        appointed unto man once to die and after death the 
					        judgment.  
					(c)    So we’re either judged under the blood of Jesus Christ, 
					        our sins paid on the Cross of Calvary, or we’re judged 
					        without the blood of Christ and cast into eternal hell.  
				(3)   Hell is eternal. I don’t know what it is; the Bible tells us about it.  
					(a)   Twenty-four times it’s spoken of in the New 
					       Testament.  
					(b)   Jesus Christ preached on it 22 times, so we see it’s 
					        important, but I want to tell you this.			
					(c)    If it took the Son of God to leave the glory of heaven 
					        and come down and be nailed to that cross and die for 
					        my sins, I don’t want to go there whatever it is.  
			b.   It’s so simple; it’s so beautiful and yet people are neglecting it.  
				(1)    So great a salvation and yet they are neglecting it.  
				(2)    It was told by Jesus, it was prophesied, it was confirmed that it 
				        took place – all those who heard him.  
				(3)    Not only did Jesus tell it, not only did they hear it and confirm
				        it.	

Time 36:20
Hebrews 2:4 God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers 
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?

	A.   God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, 
		1.   Not only did Jesus tell it, not only did they hear it and confirm it, but God also
	                  bearing them witness.
		2.   There is a difference between signs and wonders.
			a.   Signs were given at Pentecost when those Jews from every nation under
			      the Roman empire came – 17 are listed in the second chapter of Acts.
			b.   Peter got up and spoke and the others and they all heard in their own 
			      language.
				(1)   Now it’s open to whosoever will.  
					(a)   God’s not dealing with the Hebrew language alone any 
					       more. 
					(b)   He’s not dealing with just Abraham’s descendants and
                                                                        those that come and proselytize under the law, but He’s
                                                                        dealing with whosoever will.  
					(c)   Going back before the Tower of Babel; that’s where the 
				 	       tongues were confused and now He says there’s not
                                                                        many tongues now but all are one in Christ Jesus 
                                                                        whether they be Gentile or Jew. 
				(2)    And that was the meaning of what took place there at
                                                           Pentecost.  
		3.   We see that there were wonders here.  Everybody was say saying “Why this is a 
		      miracle!  Do not we hear these Galileans, these fishermen that are uneducated 
		      speaking their own language and yet we understand it in our languages”.  That 
                               was a miracle there.  
	B.   … and with divers miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit.     
	C.   …. according to His own will?
		1.   We see he speaks about the miracles and the confirmation.  The Word of God 
                                was not complete.  We have the Word and anything that goes on today that is not 
                                in  accord with the Word of God is not from God, you can just mark that down.  
		2.   I want us to look finally today at the greatness of this salvation.  I want us to 
		      understand the cost of it first because it was a great in cost.
			a.   It’s a gift of God.  We’re born into God’s family simply by receiving the 
			      finished work of His Son.  To all of those, as many as received Him, 
			      (John 1:12 and 13), to them gave He the power to become the 
		                  Children of God.  It’s receiving; that’s the key.  
			b.   It’s more than just having a head knowledge.  It’s actually applying that 
		                  knowledge to our heart and receiving the Lord Jesus Christ into our heart.  
			      It’s free!  It doesn’t cost you and me anything.  
			c.   It’s also, as we look at this, is the most costly thing known to God or man
                                             in  heaven or earth.  It’s free to us, but it cost God everything.
				(1)   Jesus left the Father’s bosom and moved from heaven’s glory to 
				       earth’s grief, to earth’s disappointment, to take a body like unto 
                                                           that of sinful man, to pay the sin-debt with His life and purchase 
				       redemption for you and me.  
				(2)   It cost Him heartache, it cost Him sadness, it cost Him sorrow,
                                                           tears and suffering. 
					(a)   The just for the unjust.  
					(b)   The righteous for the unrighteous.  
					(c)   The pure suffering for the defiled.  
				(3)   It cost Him His blood.		
					(a)   Acts 20:28:  God purchased the church with His own 
                                                                        blood.  
					(b)   Our salvation is the miracle of God’s grace.  
					(c)   It’s a miracle of His love and His wisdom and His power.  
			d.   God was in Christ reconciling the world until Himself.  II Corinthians 5:19.  
				(1)   We are complete in Him and the fullness of the Godhead was in 
                                                           Him.  
				(2)   There is nothing in the old covenant that will come close to that.  
				(3)   There is nothing under the old covenant, that which was given 
                                                            by angels, that would come close to what was given in the Son, 
				       the Lord Jesus Christ.  
		3.   Not only is salvation great in its cost, but it is also great in its scope.  John 3:16.  
			a.   “For God so loved” … That was His motivation.
			b.   What did He love?  “the world” … That’s the scope.   
			c.   “That He gave His only begotten Son”… That was the means of 
                                             salvation.  
			d.   And the recipients of salvation are …”That whosoever believeth in Him 
			      should not perish”…  
			e.   And we see the result of salvation… “But have eternal life”.  What a 
                                             blessing we have in that.  
			f.   In John 5:39-40: “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have
                                            eternal life and they are they which testify of me.  And ye will not come to
                                            me that ye might have life”.  
				(1)   That’s the problem.  People will not, they choose not to.  
				(2)   They choose to neglect so great a salvation because they love 
				       darkness rather than light.  They love their sins and don’t want to 
				       leave them.  
		4.   And finally our salvation is also great in its climax.  
			a.   Jesus not only died to save us from the penalty of sin, but He lives in us 
                                             in the person of the Holy Spirit to keep us from the power of sin.  
			b.   And one day, He’s coming again to take us from the very presence of sin.  
			      Glory to God!  

Would you bow with me in prayer please:  Father, we come to Thee this morning.   We thank You for 
Your word.  We thank You for the Living Word.  We thank You for Your wonderful grace that You 
have given to us in Christ Jesus, motivated by Your love and Your mercy. He came obedient unto You, Father, searched out Your will, Father.  He gave His life on Calvary, Father.  How wonderful, how simple!  How awful, though, if we neglect so great a salvation.  The penalty for our own sins would come upon us.  We thank You that He made it possible though, that He took those penalties upon Himself, He bore them on the Cross of Calvary.  He was separated spiritually in darkness for those three hours when He cried out “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?”  Because You could not look upon sin, and so He by Himself bore our sins that we might be reconciled to Thee.  
Father, if there’s anyone here now that has never received the Lord Jesus Christ in their heart, that wonderful gift that was so costly from Your point of view, and worthy that One came and made it possible that we could receive it, let that person receive Christ.  We give You praise for it in His name.  Amen

Time 43:16   End


























