Hal Lee Ministries
(www.hallee.org)
 BIBLE STUDY OUTLINE FOR - HEBREWS 

HEBREWS  6:1-12

Time 0:00
Overview of Bible Study
This is one of the most difficult passages, perhaps one of the most controversial passages in the Word of God.  There are many different interpretations of some of these verses and
we’re going to look at them this morning and compare scripture with scripture and ask
that the Lord would reveal to us the meaning that is laid down here in the Book of Hebrews.  
Review of Previous Study
As we begin with Chapter 6, verse 1, it begins with “Therefore” and whenever you find that word, you need to go and see why he places that there.  He is speaking of what he has spoken of in Chapter 5:11-14.  We saw that this is the third peril - the peril of dull hearing.  It was a warning that came to him.  Hebrews 5:11:  Of Whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing you are dull of hearing. In other words, it wasn’t hard for the writer of Hebrews to put forth the message but it was hard to utter because they had a hard time understanding it.  They were dull of hearing.  Hebrews 5:12: “ For when the time you ought to be teachers ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God: and are become such as have need of milk, and not of solid food.”  We see that they needed to go back and see the basic principles in the Old Testament that were pointing to the fulfillment of what Christ came and did in the New Testament, as it is recorded.  So they were back on the milk.  They were to receive the milk.  Milk can be assimilated by an older person.   I like milk.  I hope you like milk.  But milk is something a child alone can take without the meat – they can’t take the meat.  You and I can have the meat and the milk.   So we see that he is speaking about their being children, babies in Christ.  Hebrews 5:13 & 14:  “For every one that uses milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.  But solid food belongeth to them that are of full age, (mature Christians),  even  those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” How? By the word of God, to discern what is truth, what is set apart to be used of God and what is not.  Now we come to the fourth peril in Chapter 6, and this is the peril of departing.  
He gives warning after warning in the Book of Hebrews and so we see here the departing from Jesus Christ, faith in Jesus Christ and going back into Judaism.  Before Christ died on the Cross of Calvary, God instituted Judaism in the sacrifice that was all pointing to Christ.  So what was seen before the cross as being right before God, after the cross became sin, because Christ fulfilled it all.  He is the end of the Law of Righteousness to all those who believe.  And so we see in this that this was fulfilled – the types and shadows were pointing to Christ.  He has now fulfilled it.  He is the object of all these types and shadows, so we don’t go back to the old things.  We look to the part that is here now.  
It’s like a picture. I’ve given this illustration before.  When I was overseas, I had never seen my daughter.  She was seven months old when I saw her for the first time.  I was in Korea.  I had a picture of her.  My wife sent a picture of her to me and I saw that picture and I loved that picture.  But when I got off that plane in Jacksonville and met them, I didn’t take out the picture and look at the picture; I looked at my wife and I looked at my daughter and went to them.  
All the types and shadows and ceremonies under the Judaic laws were pointing to the Lord Jesus Christ.  But now we have the object there and we don’t go back to the types and shadows.  This is a transition period here.  The Book of Hebrews and the writer, which I believe is the Apostle Paul, was writing to them and telling them “Stop acting like Hebrews and start acting like Christians!”  Then he shows that Christ is better in every way than all of the things that were shown pointing to Him, beginning with the prophets.  He is better than the prophets.  He is better than the angels.  He is better than the sacrifice.  He is better than Moses.  He is better than Joshua.  He is better than the priesthood – the Levitical priesthood.  And he is continuing on with this and saying here that they are not to depart and go back to those things that were only a schoolmaster that were bringing them to Christ.  So we see here, he says, 

Time 04:58
Hebrews 6:1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,

	A.   Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ,…
		1.   Or having left, because Christ has already come and fulfilled these
                                things.  
			a.   The principles – those things that were pointing to
                                             Christ and the doctrine of Christ. 
			b.   In Hebrews 5:12, we just saw that.  “For when for the time that
			      ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you
			      again which be the first principles of the oracles…
				(1)   That which was shown pointing to Christ.  
				(2)    But now, he says, we have left those.  
				(3)    We have gone on for the fulfillment.  Christ is come
				        and fulfilled every jot and every tittle.
	B.   …let us go on unto perfection; 
		1.  Literally, “on to the perfection.”  Christ is that which is perfect.  He is the
                               fullness of all that was shown.
			a.   Where we see perfection means that there is nothing lacking;
			      there is nothing left out.
			b.   There is nothing to be added to what Christ has done for us as
			      far as the forgiveness of sin and salvation is concerned.
	C.   …not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith 
	       toward God,  (baptism and the laying on of hands, resurrection of the dead,
                    eternal judgment – see verse 2)
		1.   As we look at this these appear to be a New Testament phrases.  In fact, 
                                they are not.  This is going back to the Old Testament and he begins with
                                number one, the foundation of repentance from dead works.
			a.   It’s not in this sin he’s talking about; he’s talking about repentance
			      from dead works.  What are the dead works?  
				(1)   Turning is what repentance means.  We turn to God
				        from the way we are going.  In Galatians, it’s turning to 
				        God from idols, showing what true repentance is.  
				(2)    What are the dead works?  These are the works of the 
				        Law, the Mosaic law.  
					(a)   They were dead works.  Why?  They were given by 
					        God, but they couldn’t save anyone.  Paul, writing 
					        to the Romans, said what the Law could not do in 
					        that it was weak through the flesh.  
					(b)    God sent His own Son in likeness of sinful flesh,
					        He died for us; took our place and paid the wages 
					        of sin.  
			b.   So, we have repentance toward God, not repentance from dead 
			      works, but repentance toward God.  Acts 20:21 says that.	
		2.   Then we see the second thing – faith towards God.  
			a.    Now faith toward God is one thing in the Old Testament to understand
                                              God, but faith towards God today is in Christ Jesus.  
				(1)   You can go out and talk about God – you can talk about God 
				        any where you want to, in any religion you want to and you 
                                                            won’t have any problem talking about God, but when you 
                                                            narrow it down and you name Jesus, you’re going to have 
                                                            difficulty, if it’s in some place that is in conflict with the 
                                                            Christian faith.  
				(2)    Because now, it’s faith in God through Christ Jesus.  That’s 
                                                            what said in Colossians 1:4.	 

Time 06:15
Hebrews 6:2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.

	A.  Of the doctrine of baptisms, 
		1.   The third thing we see here.  The doctrine of baptisms, which appears to be
		      a New Testament phrase, but is an Old Testament concept.  
			a.   I want you to notice that this is in the plural – the baptisms.  These were 
			      the washings that were done, the ceremonial washings the Jews 
			      went through in the Old Testament.  
			b.   Today we have the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the 
			      Holy Spirit, through the Word of God.  
				(1)   So we are going on to that which is complete, that which the 
				       Old Testament was pointing to.  
				(2)   Now we see the completion of it in Christ Jesus.
	B.   … and of laying on of hands, 
		1.   He speaks next of the fourth thing – the laying on of hands.  
			a.   When we ordain someone we lay our hands upon them.  
			b.   If someone is sick, and they call for the elders of the church to come 
			      in and pray over them. 
				(1)   This is recorded in James chapter 5.  
				(2)   We go in an anoint them with oil and we lay our hands upon
				        them for identification and pray for them.  
			c.   Whenever we send someone out in the mission field, we lay our 
			      hands upon them for identification.  
		2.   This is not the same as the laying on of the hands in the Old Testament.  
			a.   Let’s go back to Leviticus 16:21.(The scapegoat on the Day of 
			      Atonement)   “Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the 
			      live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of 
			      Israel, and all their transgressions and all their sins, putting them 
			      upon the head of the goat and shall send him away by the hand of 
			      a fit man into the wilderness.”   
			b.   Leviticus 16:22:  “And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities 
			      unto the land not inhabited; and he shall let go the goat in the 
			      wilderness.”  
		3.   We see identification there of sin, but it’s different from what we have today. 
			a.   Jesus Christ has fulfilled all of these types and shadows.	
		             b.   The same thing was true whenever a Jew committed a sin and he 
			      would bring in his sin offering to be burned.  
				(1)   He would bring it in and give it to the priest and he would lay 
				       his hand upon it for identification and then it would be slain 
				       and would be placed upon the altar and burned there and	
				       God would look down and see if the sacrifice was sufficient, 
				       not how big a sin, or how small a sin.
				(2)   But this was only a covering, an atonement, waiting for that 
				       day when Jesus Christ, the Son of God would come and be 
				       the Lamb of God, to take away the sins of the world.  
			c.   We’re identified with His death, burial and resurrection, first of all 
			      through faith and the grace that He has brought to us.
				(1)   And spiritually, we identified through spiritual baptism.
				(2)   Then through water baptism, we show man what has 
				       happened to us inwardly already that God has seen.
	C.   … and of resurrection of the dead,                    
		1.   And the fifth thing we see here - the resurrection of the dead.  
			a.   As we see in the Old Testament, there was a general resurrection.  
				(1)   There was only one scene of the living and the dead.
				(2)   Ecclesiastes 12:14 speaks about that - just one judgment.  
		2.   But in the New Testament we have detail added to that on the resurrection.  
		      We have detail in the Book of Revelation.  
			a.   It shows the first resurrection.  
			b.   It shows the 1000 years between the first resurrection and the second 
                                             resurrection which is the resurrection of the unjust to be judged at the
                                             great white throne.  
			c.   Those that are in the first resurrection, including the Old Testament
                                             saints, the ones that are resurrected when Christ comes in the rapture 
			      of the church and calls out those who have died in Christ Jesus and 
			      then the tribulation saints.  It’s in three parts.  
		3.   And so we see resurrection in the New Testament is entirely different from 
		     what is known in the Old Testament because the veil is now brought back by
		     Christ Jesus Himself and through the Apostles in the New Testament to show 
		     us more detail about understanding these things of eternal resurrection.
			a.   Whether it be to life, 
			b.    Or if it be to judgment and death.  
	D.   … and of eternal judgment.  
		1.   Again we see that the Old Testament saw one final judgment.  
		2.   But there are seven judgments spoken of in the New Testament.  They are 
		      different.  
			a.   There’s judgments of our sin on the Cross of Calvary.  
			b.   There’s the judgment of Christ, that is at the Bema seat for rewards.
			c.   There’s the judgment of the nations when Christ comes back.  
			d.   The judgment of Israel under the tribulation period.  
			e.   There’s the great white throne judgment.  
			f.    There are seven judgments that are spoken of in the New Testament.  
		3.   So this is different from what Paul is writing to the Hebrews.  
			a.   He’s saying that we need to go on from those things that were pointing 
			      to what we now have completed in Christ and understanding we have 
                                             in Christ and go on to perfection or maturity.

Time 13:20
Hebrews 6:3  And this we will do, if God permit.

	A.  And this will we do, 
		1.  What is he talking about?  We will go on to perfection, to maturity.  To be
		      full grown in Christ Jesus.
	B.   …if God permit.
		1.   And it’s God’s will that we do this.  It’s God’s will, then we are predestined
		      when we become a Christian to be conformed to the image of His dear Son.
		2.   And so we are to go on to perfection.
		3.   Beginning in Verse 4, these are the most controversial verses, perhaps in  
                                the whole Word of God.  They are interpreted in different ways.  I want us 
		      to look at them very carefully this morning.  The major interpretations:  
			a.  That this is written only to the Jewish people who profess to be 
			     believers in Christ, but stopped short of faith in Him and they turned	
			     back to the sacrifices and therefore they did not trust in His finished 
			     work totally for the salvation, so they stopped short of true faith in Him.  
			b.  The second interpretation is that this is a hypothetical case.  If one
		                  could fall away or leave off as they’re saved it will be impossible to
			     renew him again to repentance because it would be necessary for 
			     Christ to come back and die on the cross again and He will not.
			     He died once and for all; the Bible is very clear on that.
			c.  Then the third interpretation is that is speaking of believers who 
			     have fallen into sin to such and extent that they have crucified to
			     themselves the Son of God afresh and therefore disapproved they 
			     will lose their rewards.  We see in this that a person can certainly 
			     lose rewards.  
				(1)   Not a reward has been received though.  It’s rewards that 
				       they had the opportunity to receive and they did not take 
                                                           advantage of that opportunity because Jesus Himself said 
				       “a cup of cold water given in My name will not lose its 
				       reward”. 
				(2)   But if God gives us an opportunity to earn a reward and we
                                                           refuse to act upon that opportunity, then of course, we’re 
				       not going to get a reward for it.  
					(a)   If you’re paid to do a job and you don’t go out and 
				 	       do that job, you’re not going to get paid for it.  
					(b)   And it’s the same thing with the rewards that God 
					       gives to us.
			d.  Now the fourth interpretation is that these believers are in the Lord 
			     Jesus Christ and are in danger of falling away through unbelief or sin 
			     and losing their salvation.  
				(1)   There are those that use this to show that you can lose 
				        your salvation.  
					(a)   Well, if you can do that, then let’s just forget the 
					       whole thing because the Word of God says that we 
					       have eternal salvation.
					(b)   Hebrews 5:9:  “Being made perfect, He became 
					       the author of eternal salvation..” (speaking of the 
					       Lord Jesus Christ).   
					(c)   John 10:27 and 28:   He said, “My sheep hear my 
					       voice and I know them … and I give unto them 
					       eternal salvation.”  
				(2)   If you can lose it, it’s not eternal.  Jesus either made a mistake 
			                    or He’s a liar.  
					(a)   If He’s a liar, we all just may as well go home and 
					       forget the whole thing.  
		4.   The Bible teaches one salvation through Christ Jesus and that’s eternal 
		      salvation because salvation depends on His work and not ours.
			a.   Do you mean to tell me that you can go out and live any way	you want 
			      to and if you’re true to the faith you can live any way you want to?  
				(1)   The difference is though that you want to change.  
				(2)    If you are truly born-again and indwelt of the Spirit, you’ll be 
				        the most miserable person in the world if you’re not living 
				        the life that God has called you to live in Christ Jesus.  
			b.   He has forgiven us for sins – plural and sin of unbelief because by faith 
			      we receive Him.  
				(1)   Unbelief is the one sin that will send a person to Hell 
				(2)   We receive the Lord Jesus Christ through faith, by His grace, 
				       not of works lest any man should boast and after we receive	
			                    the Lord Jesus Christ, He has forgiven us of our sins.
				(3)   He has paid the sin debt for us.  God commended His love 
				       towards us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
				       us, because the wages of sin is death.  But the gift of God is	
				       eternal life through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   
			c.   We see the eternal life again.  This is the Bible teaching of salvation.  
			      It’s eternal; if you can have it for six months and lose it, that’s not 
			      eternal, is it?
		5.   So, who is he talking to here?  What is he talking about here?  Where does this 
		      fit into these words, because these can be twisted and become very confusing 
		      to us. 
		6.   First of all, I want you to look at Verse 3 “This will we do, if God permit”.

Time 18:11
Hebrews 6:4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,

	A.  For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened,…
		1.   I want us to look at that.  There’s nothing in there that shows that a person 
		      has been born-again.  
			a.   There are two classes of people that are enlightened.  
			b.   To be enlightened is to have the illumination of the Word of God.  
			c.   It is impossible to come to Christ Jesus apart from the Word of God.  	
				(1)   Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.  
				(2)   So it’s important that we get the Word of God.  
				(3)   It’s important we preach the Word of God, because that 
				       is what the Holy Spirit can take and use in dealing with hearts.  
		2.   And so we see it is impossible for those who were once enlightened.. 
			a.   The saved ones that have received the Word of God,  and have been 
			      born-again.
			b.   And those that have heard the Word of God and turned away from it and
			      never actually had a salvation experience.  
			c.   These are the two groups.		 
	B.   …and have tasted of the heavenly gift,… 
		1.  Now to have tasted is not to eat or take in.  
			a.   You can taste something and still not get any benefit from it.  
			b.   My aunt had a way of tasting things.  
				(1)   I always remember, when I think about tasting, how she 
				       would taste something.  
				(2)   She would take a spoon and put it to her lips and
				       she would go um-um-um  
				(3)   Every time she tasted, it was like that.  That didn’t mean 
				       that she assimilated it; she just tasted it.  Her taste buds 
				       were activated.  
		2.   They had tasted of the Good Word, the Word of God, but in this they had the 
		      enlightenment, they had the drawing of the Holy Spirit but they had never 
		      come to the place of true repentance and accepting the Lord Jesus Christ.  
		      They had tasted of the heavenly gift, eternal life in Christ Jesus.
	C.   …and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit,
		1.   Well, look there.  He’s going into theological background now and he’s talking
		      about this and people will say “Look, and they partook of the Holy Spirit!”  
		      	a.   Now there’s two different Greek words that are used for partakers.  
			b.   Here, the word is “to go along with”.  
			c.   Hebrews 12:10, we will see the other word that is used there and it’s 
			      a different meaning.  “…but He for our profit, that we might be 
			      partakers of His holiness.”
				(1)   That we might accept – there’s a difference between “going
                                                           along with” and “accepting”.  	
				(2)   There’s two different Greek words that are used in these 
			                     words “partakers”.  
		2.   And so this one is “to go along with”.  
			a.   They can be a church member.  
			b.   They can be sitting in the pew for years and hearing the Word of God 
		                   and the illumination from the Holy Spirit, the drawing of their hearts, 
			      stand there with their hands gripped to the back of the pew when the
			      invitation is given and never respond to it and never accept the Lord 
			      Jesus Christ into their heart as their personal savior and be born-again 
                                             and be partakers along with all that is going on in the church.  And 
			      hearing the Word.
olHol

Time 21:51
Hebrews 6:5 And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come,

	A.    And have tasted the good word of God, 
		1.   They have tasted it, but not taken it into their life.
	B.   …and the powers of the world to come,
		1.   There were a lot of people in this transition period that were following along, just
		      as there were a lot following after Jesus Christ Himself when He walked upon this
		      earth and He performed all those miracles.
			a.   They went to see all those miracles.  
			b.   It was like a side-show for them, but they didn’t accept Christ.  When He
			      told them the call of discipleship, they left.  
			c.   He even turned to His apostles and asked, “Are you going to leave also?” 
				(1)   And Peter said “To whom can we go?  You have the words of 
				       life.”  
				(2)   We see in this that they saw these miracles.  
				(3)   The apostles did great signs and miracles and they were 
				        proving through this who they were.  
		2.   We have the full Word of God today.	
			a.   We don’t need to go seeking after signs and miracles.  
			b.   Jesus said “An evil generation will seek after signs and miracles.”  
				(1)   He said the only sign I’m going to give you is the sign of Jonah.” 
				(2)   Jonah was in the belly of the whale three days and three nights,
			  	       so must the Son of Man be in the center of the earth three days 
				       and three nights.  
				(3)   In other words, He was showing the gospel, the death, burial 
				       and resurrection He would go through.  
		3.   We see that there was a power of the age to come, the powers of God, the calling
		      of God, the illumination through the Word of God and yet they didn’t come to the
		      place of accepting the Lord Jesus Christ.		 

Time 23:31
Hebrews 6:6 If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.

	A.  If they shall fall away, 
		1.   He didn’t say “us”.
		2.   This means the utter abandonment of the faith.
			a.    Let us go back to Verse 1 “Leaving the principles of the doctrine 
			       of Christ, let us go on to perfection”.  
			b.    Let us grow to maturity.  Let us see what Christ has done.  Let us 
			       accept His finished work because He is the end of the Law of
			       righteousness to all those who believe.
		3.   Now we see in this that he said they fall away utterly abandoned 
	B.   to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of 
                   God afresh, and put him to an open shame.
		1.   There are many people who name the name of Jesus Christ, are perhaps
		      church members, deacons, perhaps even pastors.  
			a.   But they have never really accepted Him into their heart.  
				(1)   With their lips they talk good.  They talk the right words; they 
				       talk the right language.  
				(2)   Jesus said “You honor Me with your lips but your heart is far, 
				       far from Me”.  
			b.   In the Old Testament we saw the same thing.  These people go back 
			      into the world,  they live in the world, but they have a testimony with 
			      their lips at least.  
		2.   For Jesus Christ, they are crucifying Him again.  
			a.   They are bringing Him down.  They are utterly bringing the testimony 
			       of Jesus Christ down.  
			b.   Of everyone who names Jesus, whether they are truly born-again, or
			      whether they are professing Christian, whenever they named the name 
			      of Jesus, they took a stand before the public, before the world, before
			      those who are lost out there and said “I am a Christian”.  
				(1)   And I guarantee that the world out there is going to watch 
				       your life to see if you respond. 
				(2)   If you fall, they’ll say “See, there’s nothing to him.”  
		3.   Paul had a great fear of being shipwrecked, but the shipwreck he was talking	      
		      about was the same as this but not being utterly cast away, but to lose his 
                                testimony.  
			a.   If a Christian loses his testimony, he never truly can be used again in 
			      the fullness that God wants us to be used.  
				(1)   If we think about those who have lost their testimony that
				       were high in the ranks of evangelism and TV evangelism that 
				       we know of for the last two years or so, there will be those 
				       that will follow after them.
				(2)   But overall their testimony has been destroyed and because 
				       of that there will be many people that will reject forever the 
				       Lord Jesus Christ.  
			b.   I pray to God that I’ll never lose the testimony and cause someone to
                                            stand before the white throne and say “I would have accepted Christ 
                                            except for that man’s testimony – what he did.’  
				(1)   You say, “Well, we tell people to look at Christ and not look 
				       at us, but where are they going to see Christ if they don’t look 
				       at us.  
				(2)   We have a tremendous responsibility in our lives to live the life
				       and let Christ live His life through us.  We can’t live it; it’s 
				       impossible.  
					(a)   But we can let Him live it through us.  That’s a
					       possibility.  
					(b)   Yes, He paid the wages of sin.
				(3)   He keeps us from the power of sin daily through the Holy 
				      Spirit, through His work.
					(a)   Someday He’s going to take from the presence of sin.
					(b)   I’m looking forward to that day.	
		4.   But in this they put Christ to an open shame.  
			a.   And it isn’t the world that can make Christ an open shame; it’s the
                                             professing and possessing Christian who has backslidden or has never
			      truly received Christ to live in the world.  
			b.   They are the ones that bring His name down in shame.  

Time 27:15
Hebrews 6:7 For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God:

	A.  For the earth… 
		1.   I want you to notice now that he talks about two different types of ground.  He’s 
                                given us a theological background.  
			a.   Now he goes on and talks about the fruitful ground and he talks about 
		                   the unfruitful ground.  
			b.   So again, we see two different types of ground representing people.  
		2.   In Matthew 13, Jesus gave a parable about the seed that went out.  
			a.   The seed is the Word of God.  And it went on different types of ground. 
				(1)   The first ground was a hard ground where they had walked 
				        and it was there at the north end of the Sea of Galilee where
                                                            Jesus was in a boat and I think he was looking up and He 
				        was watching as they were going out and casting the seed 
                                                            out and He looked at the different types of grounds.
					(a)   We were there and we saw this location.  
					(b)   They would plow the ground and then they would 
				                     walk back and forth and the ground would become
				                     packed down and hard.  
					(c)    Some of the seed would fall on that ground and the 
					        birds would come in and take those seeds away 
					        before they had a chance to go down and take root. 
					(d)    Later on it says those birds were emissaries to the 
                                                                         devil.  They came and took that as he interpreted 
					        the parable itself.  
				(2)   Then He said next there was a group of seed that fell on 
				        ground that was not very deep and there were rocks 
				        underneath and they quickly took root, but as soon as the 
				        sun came out and the cares of the world came along, they
				        withered and died.  They didn’t do anything.   
				(3)   And then there was another group of seeds which sprouted
				       and had all of the different leaves on it, but thorns and 
				       thistles came up through.  
					(a)   On that group there was no fruit.  There’s no such 
					        thing as being a true born-again believer and not 
					        having some fruit.  Some thirty fold, some sixty fold, 
					       some one-hundred fold, but there will be some fruit.	
					(b)   There’ll be change in lives.  So on that we see that 						      
                                                                                these looked like Christians.  
					(c)   These represented the professing Christians.  These
					       were the ones that came dressed like Christians, 
					       talked like Christians, went to church like Christians, 
					       but there was no fruit.   They were never truly born-
					       again.  
				(4)   And finally, there’s the fourth group.  These were the ones that
				       bore fruit.  
					(a)   These were the true born-again, Holy Spirit possessed
				                     believers that accepted the Lord Jesus Christ and the
                                                                         Holy Spirit joined with their spirit and they were children
                                                                         of God and they bore fruit 
					(b)    It always shows that true believers will bear fruit of 
                                                                         some type, some more than others.  This is the truth-
                                                                         they will be fruit-bearers.
		3.   As we look at that, we find that the last two groups, 50%, never truly received 
                               Christ.  
			a.   I believe Jesus was telling us that 50% of all of those who profess to be 
			      truly born-again believers, that are church members, in Christendom – 
			      He’s giving a picture of Christendom as a whole – never truly are born-
			      again.  
		4.   He gives us another parable later on in Matthew.  
			a.   He talks about the ten virgins that are waiting for the bridegroom to come.  			
			b.   The five have lamps with oil in them and five don’t have any oil.  
				(1)   Oil represents the Holy Spirit.  
				(2)   Paul says in Romans 8 that “if you have not the Spirit of God,
				       you are not His.”  We must have the Spirit.  
			c.   They didn’t even have a vessel to put the oil in.   
			d.   Whenever the Lord Jesus Christ, the bridegroom came, they began to 
			      get excited, began to cry out “Where are we going to get the oil?”  
				(1)   It was too late for them.  
				(2)   The ones that had the oil were taken and the others were left.
				        50%!  
		5.   Probably the writer of Hebrews is talking about two groups here, the professing 
		      ones and the possessing ones.  
			a.   You might say “It was a hard time at this time, you know, they were 
			      even bringing persecution against the Christians.”  
				(1)   Yes, that’s true.  But even with all of that, there were those who
			 	       were following along for the excitement in what was going on in
				       the transition period.  
				(2)   But they began to have persecution and as they went through 
				       the persecution, they began to go back.  
					(a)   They began to go and take their sacrifices to the
				                     priests again.  
					(b)   They began to go back to the elementary things instead
					        of going on to the perfection, showing that they never 
					        truly accepted the Lord Jesus into their hearts.
	B.   … which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, 
		1.  The rain that is spoken of here is the Word of God that goes forth.
	C.   … and bringeth forth herbs…
		1.   As we look at this, let’s go back to Deuteronomy 32:2. “My doctrine shall 
		      drop as the rain, my speech shall distill as the dew, as the small rain
		      upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass:”  
		2.   We see that the Word of God comes like rain, and he says the herb, the 
		      one that we see, the different soils that we saw in Matthew 13, “which 
                                drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it and bringeth forth herbs”.  
			a.   It wasn’t that they heard it just one time, it wasn’t that they just 
			      heard a little bit of it, but they heard it often.
	D.   … fit for them by whom it is dressed, 
		1.   We have to get into the Word of God.  
			a.   We have to till the Word of God; we have to work the Word of 
			      God; we have to compare scripture with scripture.  
			b.   We have to dig if we are going to find the riches and the jewels.  
			      We have to get into these things.  
		2.   The Book of Hebrews is a deep book.  It’s not for babes.  It’s meat.	
			a.   In the Book of Hebrews and as we go into this, as we go into these 
			      deep things of God and we come out of the Book of Hebrews, I 
			      pray that all of us will have a deeper understanding of this.  
		3.   But these are the ones that are on fruitful ground; these are the ones in 
		      this group who have received the finished work of Christ.
	E.   … receiveth blessing  from God:
		1.   Look again at Matthew 13:23.  “He that received seed into good ground is
		      he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; who also beareth fruit, and
		      bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”  
		2.   He speaks of another group, though, in verse 8.

Time 33:54
Hebrews 6:8 But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.

	A.   But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, 
		1.   Now this is the unfruitful ground.  
			a.   It was the same ground that was tilled.  It was the same ground 
			      upon which the rain came; God gives the rain on the just and the
			      unjust alike.  
			b.   God gives His Word out and it falls on stony hearts and it falls 
			      upon hearts that have been melted.  
				(1)   It’s just like the sun.  The sun comes down and it hardens 
			  	       brick and melts ice and the same thing is  true of the 
				       gospel of Jesus Christ.  
				(2)   It will harden some hearts and it will melt other hearts.  
		2.   How does it receive the rain?  How does it receive the Word of God?		
		      How does the heart receive it? 
			a.   Well, here we see that this was not what this ground was tilled for, 
			      this is not what this ground was prepared for, but out of it came 
			      thorns and briers, those things that are harmful.  
				(1)   Not something that is good; not something that is a 
				       blessing, but that which is harmful.  
				(2)   As we go back in Genesis, we see that this is part of the 
				       curse.   The curse that was brought upon the vegetable
			                    kingdom, that there would be thorns, that there would be 
				       briers.  
			b.   When you plant a garden, you don’t have to plant the thorns and 
			      briers.  They come up.  
				(1)   In my garden, we finished harvesting in it and it’s grown up 
				       now and it hasn’t continued on to grow vegetables; it’s thorns
				       and briers.  
				(2)   We’ll have to go in there and get all that out before we can 	                   
                                                           replant it.  It’ll come up again and again.
	B.   … and is near unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.
		1.   God only knows two groups of people – the saved and the unsaved.
			a.   Jesus Christ came to seek and to save that which was lost. 
			b.   Without Him there is no salvation, but with Him there is eternal salvation.

Time 35:58
Hebrews 6:9 But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak.

	A.   But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, 
		1.   Look at this, he’s not going to the third person – he’s going back to
		      first person plural  – we.  
			a.   We are persuaded that you have a better understanding.  
			b.   We are persuaded that you have accepted Christ Jesus into 
			      your heart.
	B.   … and things that accompany salvation, (will come forth)
		1.   What things?  Fruit.  Fruit accompanies salvation.
	C.   … though we thus speak.
		1.   What is the fruit of the Spirit?  The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
		      longsuffering, goodness, mercy, meekness, self control, all these things. 
			a.   These are the fruit of the Spirit and it’s all based on love.  
			b.   So he begins now in verse 9 to verse 12 to show the fruit of 
			      salvation in the true believer.    

Time 36:54
Hebrews 6:10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.

	A.  For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love,...
		1.  All of the fruits of the Spirit are based on love so it must be a labor of love.
			a.   What we are rewarded for are labors of love.  
			b.   We can’t have that true love, that agape love apart from Jesus Christ.
	B.   ,,, which ye have shewed  toward his name,		
		1.   Shown towards His name, towards His authority, towards His character and	      
                                towards everything that He is.
	C.   … in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.
		1.   Why?  Because of salvation, not to receive salvation.  
			a.   There are those who think “I can do enough good and I’ll have 
			       salvation.  God will accept me.”  
				(1)   No, God said “What have you done with My dear Son?”  
				(2)   That will be the question.  If you accepted His finished 
				        work.
			b.   Then, as Christians, we’re created in Christ Jesus unto good works.  
				(1)   We are His masterpiece.  That’s the only good work that 
				       there is with God - that work which is done through Christ 
				       Jesus.	
		2.   Do you remember the young man who came to Jesus and said “Good master, 
  		      what must I do to have eternal life?  To have life?” 
			a.   Well, He began to talk to that young man.  
				(1)   The young man was very rich and He told him that he 
				        needed to get rid of these things because his riches
				        were his god.  Jesus, it says, loved this young man.  “But 
				        what must I do to do these things?”
				(2)    One thing Jesus asked him, though.  He said, “Why do 
				        you call Me good?  There is none good but God.” 
					(a)   “Do you really recognize that I am God?”, He is 
				                     saying.  
					(b)    “And  if you don’t recognize that I am God, why are 
					        you calling Me good?”  
					(c)   The only good works that you and I can ever do
					        is in the power of the Holy Spirit and through the 
					        love that Jesus has given to us through His
					        finished work on Calvary.  
			b.   Because of salvation, when we’re truly born-again we will want to
			      do the things that He calls us to do.  
				(1)   James 2:17.  Faith, if it has not works is dead, being alone.
				(2)   James 2:18:  Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I 
				        have works: show me thy faith without works and I will show        
				        thee my faith by my works.  
				(3)   James 2:19:  Thou believest that there is one God; thou 
				       doest well; the devils also believe, and tremble. 
				(4)   James 2:20: But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith 
				       without works is dead? 
					(a)   Real faith works.  
					(b)   If we really believe and we are empowered by the 
					       Spirit of God to go out and do these good works
					       that only God can do through His love, and 
					       motivated by that love, we’ll have a reward for it.
		3.   God is not unrighteous to forget our works; He keeps perfect records and this 
		      is from where we get our rewards.

Time 39:52
Hebrews 6:11 And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end:

	A.  And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to the full assurance 
                  of hope unto the end:		
		1.   Living faith rests completely on the promises of God.  
			a.   We have some tremendous promises of God.  
			b.   The Apostle Paul says “I have kept the faith.  I have run the race.
			      I am now ready to be offered up.”  
				(1)   There is laid up a crown for him, he knew that.  
				(2)   And for all those who love His appearing, there are five 
				       crowns that we can receive.  
 					(a)   What are we going to do with those crowns? Walk 	
					        around the street of gold with them?  
					(b)   No, absolutely not.  We’re going to lay them at His feet
					       because He alone is worthy.  
					(c)   I want something to give back to Him.  
				(3)   And then the rewards that we have are positions that He’ll give 
				       to us.  
					(a)   In the lessons that Brother Wynton brought to us in
					       Sunday School this morning, he talked about James 
					       and John asking Jesus, “Can I sit on your right hand 
					       and the other on your left hand?”  
					(b)   We find another case where their mother went again 
					       and asked Jesus “Let my sons, one sit on your right
					       hand and the other on your left hand.”  
					(c)   Jesus said, “I can’t do that”.  Why?  Because those 
					       positions have to be earned.  We earn them through 
					       our works and the opportunities that we have as 						      
					       Christians born again, not for salvation, but because 
					       we are saved.  
				(4)   Then we work and he said if we are successful in a few things,
				        He’ll make us ruler over great things.  We’re talking about the 
                                                            universe now.  

Time 41:20
Hebrews 6:12 That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

	A.  That ye be not slothful…
		1.   We’re not to be lazy.  He’s coming back and He’s already talked about 
		      them being dull of hearing and being lazy.
	B.   … but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit 
                   the promises.
		1.   They don’t merit the promises – it doesn’t say that.  They inherit them
		       because we’re children of God.  
			a.   The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are	
			      children of God and because of this, He’s made us some 
			      tremendous promises and He’ll keep every one of them.  
				(1)   If we went through the New Testament and checked 
				       all of those promises, you know the promises He’s 
				       made to us are heavenly promises.  
				(2)   Promises that He made to the nation of Israel are 
				       earthly promises.  
					(a)   We have higher promises than the nation of 
					       Israel.  He’ll fulfill every promise to Israel.  
					(b)   He’ll fulfill every promise to you and me.  
		2.   In every thing that we do in the name of the Lord Jesus and by His 
		      power and through His love, we’ll receive a reward and we’ll have 
		      positions for eternity.  
			a.   The more we love Him, the closer we’ll be to Him.  The more 
			      that we do for Him and the responsibilities we take through His 
			      love and through His power, we’ll have greater places of serving 
			      Him throughout eternity.  We’re not just going to be lying on a 
			      cloud playing some kind of musical instrument, we got great 
			      things for us.   
			b.   These are some of the promises.  
				(1)   I believe those promises today.  And I believe that 
				       Jesus Christ gives to us eternal salvation. 
					(a)   And I believe that by faith if you will step out and 
				                   say “Yes, Jesus, I am a sinner.  
					(a)   “I’ve fallen short of the glory of God and I 
					       recognize that only through your finished work 
					       and your shed blood can I stand in holiness 
					       and Your righteousness before our Holy God.”  
					(b)   The promise that He made is that He’ll come 
					       in and save you right then - that split second, 
					       that moment and will give eternal life to you.  
			c.   If you’re here this morning and you’ve never received Jesus
			      in that way, I invite you to come this morning, publicly, because 
			      Jesus always called people out publicly.  
				(1)   He said “If you’ll confess Me before people, I’ll confess 
				       you before My Father.  
				(2)   If you deny Me before people, I’ll deny you before My 
				       Father.”  
				(3)   And that’s the reason we give an invitation.

Time 43:48  End.


